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Herb’s  Fine 
Foods  in  a 
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In  the  eyes  of  one  nearby  resident,  Roake  Architects’  design  for  four  six-bedroom  homes  to 
be  built  at  3701  21st  St.  (top:  view  from  21st  Street;  bottom:  Sanchez)  represents  the  “best 
architecture  in  the  immediate  area,"  but  other  neighbors  are  convinced  the  proposed  devel- 
opment is  way  out  of  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  Victorian  houses  on  the  Sanchez  Hilltop. 


Sanchez  Hill 
Developer, 
Neighbors 
Pushed  to 
Peace  Talks 

By  Kathy  Dalle-Molle 

The  10-month  battle  between  San 
Francisco  developer  Seamus  McGee, 
who  plans  to  build  four  luxury  homes  on 
a wooded  hilltop  lot  at  Sanchez  and  21st 
streets,  and  Neighbors  to  Save  the 
Sanchez  Hilltop,  the  group  of  nearby  res- 
idents opposing  the  project,  isn’t  over  yet. 
But  it  looks  as  if  the  two  sides  have  at 
least  sat  down  at  the  peace  table. 

On  Sept.  14,  a crowd  of  close  to  150 
people — many  donning  green  "Save  San- 
chez Hilltop"  baseball  caps — jammed  a 
Planning  Commission  hearing  regarding 
McGee’s  controversial  project.  They  lis- 
tened to  four  hours  of  bland,  technical, 
and  often  tedious  testimony,  exploring 


By  Mike  Underhill 

The  curtains  part,  pushed  aside  no 
more  than  the  width  of  the  woman’s  face 
peeking  out  from  293  Jersey  St.  Below 
the  square  bay  window,  costumed  chil- 
dren on  a Halloween  pilgrimage  follow  a 
faintly  lit  pumpkin  and  candle  trail,  mov- 
ing from  house  to  house,  candy  bar  to 
candy  bar. 

The  small  pretend  ghosts,  parents  in 
tow.  scarcely  glance  at  the  two-story, 
cream-colored,  formerly  bright  kelly 
green  Victorian  guarding  the  southeast 
comer  of  Jersey  and  Noe.  The  children  do 
not  notice  the  curtains  part;  they  are  un- 
aware that  old  eyes  look  through  and  be- 
yond them. 

The  unseen  watcher  shifts  focus  and 
time,  and  scans  the  base  of  Twin  Peaks, 
almost  hidden  beneath  a rolling  cap  of 
fog.  Scattered  farmhouses  and  bams  are 
all  that  lie  between  Noe  Street  and  the 
blanketed  hills,  which  gradually  level  off 
into  the  flatlands  of  the  Mission. 

Looking  directly  below  the  house,  the 
old  eyes  confirm  that  Jersey  Street  is  an 
unpaved  roadbed  lying  submerged  be- 
neath the  autumn  rains.  Wagons  and  car- 
riages skirt  the  moving  stream,  leaving  it 
for  the  cattle  that  come  to  drink  from  a 
dairy  farm  nearby. 

The  curtains  fall  back  together  and  the 
black-clad  woman  retreats  from  the  win- 
dow. She  has  seen  no  children  outside. 
She  cannot  hear  the  automobiles  that  race 
by  her  house.  She  does  not  know  that  the 
19th  century  has  given  way  to  the  20th. 

The  doorbell  rings  and  she  does  not 
hear  that  either.  It  is  just  as  well.  Outside 
on  the  front  steps,  the  make-believe 
ghouls,  goblins,  and  pirates  grow  impa- 
tient. They  shake  their  bags  of  sugary 


every  inch  of  the  proposed  dwellings, 
from  top  to  bottom. 

Perhaps  the  most  exciting  moment  of 
the  evening  came  when  mayoral  candi- 
date Roberta  Achtenberg,  who  lives  on 
Hill  Street,  stepped  up  to  the  microphone 
to  offer  her  thoughts  on  the  development. 


plunder,  waiting  for  the  door  to  open, 
waiting  to  chant  the  magic  words,  "Trick 
or  Treat!" 

When  the  door  swings  open,  however, 
they  do  not  see  the  woman  in  black.  In- 
stead they  are  greeted  by  retired  banker 
Alfred  Conner — “Alf  ’ to  the  friends  and 
neighbors  who  see  him  and  his  small  dog. 
Lady,  making  their  daily  rounds. 

Conner  has  lived  at  293  Jersey  St.  since 
1974.  In  a warm  voice  still  bearing  the  ac- 
cent of  his  native  England,  he  graciously 
offers  a cup  of  tea  to  this  visitor  before  re- 
counting the  story  of  the  strange  woman 
who  once  walked  the  house  from  room  to 
room,  seemingly  lost  inside  her  past. 

Once  settled  into  a chair  in  the  book- 
crowded  parlor,  Conner  begins  by  telling 
of  the  breakfast  conversations  he  shared 
in  the  mid-  and  late- 1970s  with  various 
houseguests  on  more  than  half  a dozen 


“These  four  houses  are  significantly 
oversized  in  relation  to  other  buildings  in 
the  immediate  area,"  said  Achtenberg,  af- 
ter being  greeted  with  a round  of  ap- 
plause. "These  gargantuan  homes  would 
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occasions.  "In  the  morning,  my  overnight 
guests  would  sometimes  ask  if  I had  no- 
ticed anything  unusual  during  the  night,” 
he  recalls. 

Smiling,  he  continues,  “I  knew  exact- 
ly what  they  wanted  to  know,  but  I didn't 
let  on.”  Wishing  instead  to  draw  his 
friends  out,  "I  would  ask  them  what  they 
were  talking  about." 

Rising  from  his  seat  and  motioning  for 
me  to  follow,  Conner  climbs  the  stairs  and 
proceeds  to  the  guest  bedroom  in  the  south- 
west comer  of  the  house.  "When  I got  my 
guests  to  tell  me  what  they  meant  by  ’any- 
thing unusual,’  each  said  the  same  thing: 
an  old  woman  had  appeared  in  the  guest 
room  near  the  door  that  leads  to  the  attic.” 

Conner’s  guests,  after  gaining  assur- 
ances that  their  host  would  not  think  them 

Continued  on  Page  5 


By  Loren  J . Bialik 

Has  Herb’s  been  fried?  That  was  the 
question  being  asked  last  month  at 
everybody’s  favorite  greasy  spoon,  at 
3991  24th  St. 

A sign  in  the  window  of  the  cafe  pro- 
claimed that  Herb's  was  closing  on  Labor 
Day.  but  as  the  Voice  went  to  press.  Herb’s 
Fine  Foods,  a 24th  Street  fixture  "since 
1943,”  remained  open  as  usual  for  break- 
fast and  lunch. 

Sam  Kawas,  owner  of  the  eatery  since 
1974,  said  he  hung  the  closing  sign  after 
he  received  a 30-day  eviction  notice  from 
his  landlords,  Michael  and  Mary  McFad- 
den.  Michael  McFadden  is  a physician  who 
runs  a medical  practice  at  4060  24th  St., 
next-door  to  the  Rat  and  Raven  bar.  He 
and  his  wife  Mary  have  owned  the  five- 
unit  apartment  building  that  houses  both 
Herb’s  and  Starbucks  Coffee  since  1973. 
"I  have  no  idea  why  he  wants  to  get  rid 


The  mood  was  defiant  at  Herb’s  in  early  Sep- 
tember, but  cafe  owner  Sam  Kawas  is  cur- 
rently negotiating  with  the  landlord  to  re- 
new his  lease.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 

of  me,”  Kawas  said,  noting  that  up  until 
two  years  ago  the  McFaddens  had  regu- 
larly renewed  his  lease.  Since  that  time, 
however.  Kawas  has  only  been  allowed 
to  rent  Herb's  storefront  on  a month-to- 
month  basis.  He  had  assumed  it  would 
continue  that  way  until  he  and  Dr.  Mc- 
Fadden got  around  to  negotiating  a new 
lease,  he  said. 

Dr.  McFadden  did  not  return  the  Voice's 
phone  call,  but  his  son  Jim  McFadden.  an 
attorney  and  real  estate  manager  who  lives 
on  Homestead  Street,  responded,  saying 
he  was  the  family’s  spokesperson.  “The 
lease  has  been  up  (expired  | for  over  a year 
now,"  said  the  younger  McFadden.  "We 
told  Sam  we  weren’t  going  to  renew  it.” 

Though  Kawas  offered  to  pay  more 
rent  (he  currently  pays  $2,700  a month). 
Jim  McFadden  said  money  was  not  the  is- 

Continued  on  Page  4 
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Just  What  We  Need , Another 
Coffee  Store 

Editor: 

In  response  to  your  story  on  plans  for 
a retail/apartment  complex  next  to  Bell 
Market  [September  1995  Voice],  I was 
surprised  and  disappointed  to  see  the  list 
of  potential  tenants  vying  for  the  three  re- 
tail spaces.  I Peel's  Coffee  was  among  those 
mentioned  as  expressing  interest. — Ed.] 
Do  we  need  another  coffee  store?  Is  anoth- 
er video  shop  necessary  ? We  already  have 
two  in  Noe  Valley,  plus  two  Blockbusters 
within  a mile  or  so  of  the  neighborhood. 

How  about  adding  a nail  salon  or  hair- 
cut joint  for  one  big  maximum  overdose! 

J.  Leal 
Dolores  Street 


Litter  Unlawful  on  24th  Street 


Editor: 

Carole  Warner  suggested  in  her  letter 
to  the  editor  in  the  September  issue  that 
there  should  be  an  ordinance  requiring 
merchants  to  keep  the  sidewalks  clean. 
I’m  writing  to  let  her  know  that  the  law 
is  already  on  the  books. 

According  to  John  Roumbanis,  super- 
intendent of  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  Section  174  of  the  Public  Works 
Code  requires  that  “property  owners  and 
tenants  keep  their  sidewalks  free  of  com- 
pressed dirt,  grime,  grease/oil  stains,  and 
other  unsightly  accumulations." 

(Warner  can  call  DPW  at  695-2015  for 
more  information.  Also,  the  city  has  a 
graffiti  hotline:  241 -WASH.) 

The  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  and  the  Noe 
Valley  Merchants  Association  had  a “24th 
Street  Cleanup  Day"  in  the  spring.  Each 
merchant  received  a copy  of  the  ordinance 
plus  a free  sweeping  of  their  sidewalk. 

However,  maybe  the  public  and  the 
shop  owners  need  another  reminder  of 
their  responsibility  to  their  neighbors  in 
Noe  Valley. 

E.  L.  Gerhardt 
Twenty-fourth  Street 

Short  Story  Now  Even  Shorter 
Editor: 

As  the  nephew  referred  to  by  Alice 
Wirth  Gray  in  a piece  in  your  Summer  Lit- 
erary Issue  ("Pre-Shrunk,"  Honorable 
Mention,  Non-Fiction,  August  1995),  I 
have  a confession  to  make. 

Your  readers  may  recall  that  it  was  Ms. 
Gray’s  nephew  who  “dropped  the  bomb" 
about  the  real  height  of  our  late  and  fond- 
ly remembered  Uncle  Richard.  Long 
thought  by  the  family  to  have  grazed  ceil- 
ings at  well  over  6 feet  2 inches  tall. 


Correction 

A story  in  last  month’s  Voice. 
“Plans  for  Retail /Apartment  Com- 
plex on  24th  Street  Unveiled"  (Sep- 
tember 1995),  incorrectly  stated 
that  attorney  Claire  Pilcher  was 
"involved  in  defending  a contro- 
versial development  at  21st  and 
Sanchez."  Pilcher,  a longtime  Noe 
Valley  resident  and  a founding 
member  of  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
has  never  been  a proponent  of  the 
development  at  3701  21st  St.  In 
fact,  she  represented  Neighbors  to 
Save  the  Sanchez  Hilltop,  a group 
of  residents  opposed  to  the  project. 
The  Voice  regrets  the  error,  and 
apologizes  for  the  false  impression 
created  by  our  mistake.  □ 
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Uncle  Richard  was  revealed,  as  a result 
of  my  inheritance  of  part  of  his  wardrobe, 
to  have  been  scarcely  taller  than  I. 

Ms.  Gray  quoted  me  as  saying:  “[Not] 
just  the  jackets,  the  TROUSERS  fit  per- 
fectly, and  I’m  only  five-nine!” 

No  doubt  you  will  have  anticipated  the 
nature  of  my  confession.  In  fact,  I am  only 
"about"  5 feet  9.  A recent  visit  to  my  doc- 
tor pegged  me  at  a scant  5 feet  8 and  a 
quarter.  Yours  diminutively, 

Andrew  Bolton  Marvick 
Balboa  Street 

The  Arrny/Navy  Blues 

Editor's  note:  The  following  poem  was 
submitted  this  summer  by  Steven  Fama 
of  26th  Street  (uh.  er,  26th-Navy  Street). 
Thanks,  Steve! 

The  Street  Name  Game 

Some  people  are  taking  very  hard 
Newly-named  Cesar  Chavez  Boulevard. 

Signature-gathering  is  under  way 
To  save  Army  Street,  or  so  they  say. 

This  petition  drive,  I must  admit. 

Is  giving  me  a major-league  fit. 

Consider:  “Now  I shall  tell  you  of 
things  that  change": 

Ovid’s  opening  line  does  not  seem  at  all 
so  strange. 

And  I hope  those  who  know  will  be 
discreet 

About  the  big  change  on  Twenty-sixth 
Street. 

That  street,  right  next  to  what  used  to  be 
Army. 

Eighty  years  ago  had  its  name  switched 
from  Navy. 

If  that  were  known,  things  would  not  be 
so  serene: 

The  street-name  savers  might  call  out 
the  Marines. 

— Steven  Fama 


Editor: 

[In  response  to  the  photo  of  10-year- 
old  Jesse  Arreguin,  standing  next  to  a 
poster  of  his  idol  Cesar  Chavez,  on  the 
front  page  of  the  September  1995  Voice/. 

You  forgot  to  put  a cross  in  this  picture, 
and  how  come  you  didn’t  have  an  inset  of 
Mother  Teresa,  plus  a halo  around  Cesar 
Chavez’s  head?  Tsk,  tsk  — exploiting  a 
child.  Politicians  trying  to  ride  on  a dead 
man’s  coattails.  Frankly,  this  picture  is 
enough  to  gag  a vulture. 

If  everyone  is  in  favor  of  the  new  name 
and  sure  to  vote  against  the  Save  Army 
Street  group,  then  why  do  [the  politi- 
cians] need  to  raise  money? 

Why  don’t  they  give  the  money  to  the 
United  Farm  Workers?  Chavez  would 
like  that.  Or  how  about  a scholarship  in 
his  name  for  the  children  of  the  farm 
workers? 

C.  Gee 

Twenty-fourth  Street 

Chavez  Street  Has  Meaning 
Editor: 

So  what  is  the  problem  with  Cesar 
Chavez  Street?  Come  on,  folks,  aren’t 
there  bigger  things  to  get  riled  up  about? 
How  about  multimillion-dollar  tax  breaks 
for  downtown  real  estate  interests?  How 
about  massive  expenditures  on  Matrix  or 


the  jail?  How  about  those  ridiculously 
fancy  French  public  toilets?  Take  your 
pick,  there  are  a lot  of  worthy  battles  in 
this  town. 

Change  is  difficult,  sure.  But  really,  life 
will  go  on  just  about  normal  for  Noe  Val- 
ley residents,  whether  their  street  is  named 
Army  or  Chavez.  Taxes  aren ’t  going  to  go 
up  as  a result,  services  won't  be  cut  as  a 
result,  home  businesses  aren’t  going  to  be 
shut  down  as  a result,  and  the  relatives 
probably  won’t  get  lost  trying  to  get  here 
for  Thanksgiving.  It’s  just  a street  name! 

But  what  Cesar  Chavez  does  provide 
for  that  strip  of  asphalt  is  a name  with 
meaning  — a name  that  allows  you  to 
pause  for  a moment  and  consider  why  this 
person  was  so  admired,  what  he  stood  for, 
and  the  price  he  paid  for  his  determina- 
tion. The  name  Army  Street  has  no  mean- 
ing— historically,  symbolically,  or  other- 
wise. The  Cesar  Chavez  renaming  should 
be  taken  as  an  honor. 

So  give  it  up,  folks.  Take  your  activism 
and  energy  and  money  where  it  can  serve 
a more  productive  purpose.  Let  Cesar 
Chavez  Street  be. 

P.  Cohen 
Cesar  Chavez  Street 

Voting  Yes  on  O Because  of 
Supervisors'  Arrogance 

Editor: 

I appreciate  your  evenhanded  treat- 
ment of  the  Army  Street/Cesar  Chavez 
Street  controversy  in  your  September  is- 
sue ["Cracks  Widen  on  Chavez-Army 
Street’’].  Kathy  Dalle-Molle  succeeded  in 
reporting  both  sides  in  a fair  manner. 

However,  I — a native  San  Franciscan 

— have  definitely  taken  sides.  The  ef- 
frontery and  arrogance  of  the  present 
Board  of  Supervisors  must  be  checked  at 
the  polls  by  a YES  vote  on  Proposition  O, 
restoring  Army  Street’s  145-year-old 
name  and  curtailing  the  supervisors’  con- 
trol in  renaming  streets. 

Your  letter-writers  Reg  Stocking  (Sep- 
tember) and  Thomas  M.  Edwards  (June) 
stated  the  case  well  and  humorously.  For- 
get about  Ronald  Reagan  Street,  though 

— unless,  of  course,  the  voters  approve. 
Why  not  consider  naming  some  future, 
previously  unnamed  strada  for  Harry  S. 
Truman  or  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  or  even 
Jimmy  Carter?  (Roosevelt  Way  and  Roo- 
sevelt Middle  School  were  probably 
named  for  Teddy  rather  than  FDR.) 

Let’s  leave  present  street  names  as  they 
were  intended  on  their  day  of  christening, 
even  if  by  preserving  the  status  quo  we 
must  postpone  honoring  former  heads  of 
state  or  other  worthy  individuals,  includ- 
ing Cesar  Chavez. 

Gloria  C.  Adams 
Clipper  Street 

There's  Always  Room  for  Milk 
Editor: 

La  Leche  League  (LLL)  of  San  Fran- 
cisco wishes  to  express  its  sincere  thanks 
to  Natural  Resources  for  hosting  our 
monthly  mother-to-mother  support  group 
since  August  1993.  Lisa,  Nathalie,  and 
Samantha,  the  co-owners,  graciously  of- 
fered LLL  use  of  their  classroom  space  at 
no  charge.  With  their  support  we  were 
able  to  help  hundreds  of  Noe  Valley  ex- 
pectant and  new  mothers  breastfeed. 

Natural  Resources  watched  our  group 
grow  from  just  12  members  to  90  moms 
(and  their  children)!  We  outgrew  our 
space  and  began  a search  through  Noe 
Valley  to  find  a larger  meeting  location 
more  conducive  to  meeting  the  needs  of 
our  members.  The  city’s  Department  of 
Parks  and  Recreation  offered  us  the  Up- 
per Noe  Rec  Center  and  Kids’  Gym  for 
our  monthly  meetings.  Now  the  toddlers 
have  a safe  environment  to  explore  and 
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play  in,  while  our  mothers  learn  and  share 
breastfeeding  information. 

We  still  meet  the  third  Thursday  of 
each  month.  Gathering  time  is  1 2: 1 5 p.m. 
Expectant  moms  are  encouraged  to  attend 
beginning  their  third  trimester  of  preg- 
nancy. Breastfeeding  children  of  all  ages 
are  welcome. 

If  you  are  unable  to  attend  our  meet- 
ings, please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  282- 
7816  for  telephone  breastfeeding  help  or 
a home  visit. 

Susan  Z.  Condon,  leader 
La  Leche  League  of  San  Francisco 


Women  for  Roberta 
Editor: 

In  various  letters  to  the  editor  sections 
in  newspapers  around  the  city,  Willie 
Brown's  supporters  have  been  crying 
"Poor  Willie"  and  accusing  Roberta  Acht- 
enburg’s  supporters  of  belittling  him. 
They  say  Roberta’s  campaign  manage- 
ment reflects  on  her  personally. 

Willie’s  supporters  need  to  look  at  the 
management  of  their  own  candidate’s 
campaign.  A letter  from  Women  for 
Brown,  mailed  to  a wide  number  of 
women  voters,  said,  "It  seems  to  us  that 
your  choice  is  to  vote  for  Willie  Brown — 
OR  — to  vote  for  a person  who  is  well- 
meaning,  has  good  intentions,  and  who 
might  even  ’grow’  into  the  job.” 

This  statement  not  only  demeans  the 
two  women  candidates  for  mayor,  but 
also  the  women  to  whom  it  was  sent. 

Del  Martin  and  Phyllis  Lyon 
Duncan  Street 
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Neighbors  on 
Sanchez  Hilltop 
Asked  to  Smooth 
Out  Differences 

Continued  from  Page  1 

destroy  the  tight  urban  fabric  of  the  com- 
munity. If  these  structures  are  built,  the 
view  I’d  have  from  my  back  yard  would 
not  be  pretty. 

"I ’m  not  going  to  take  this  lying  down," 
she  continued.  "That’s  why  I’m  standing 
here  tonight  with  my  neighbors.” 

Mayor  Frank  Jordan,  another  promi- 
nent citizen  the  neighbors  asked  to  testi- 
fy on  their  behalf,  sent  a letter  stating,  “As 
Mayor  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  it  is  not  appropriate  for  me  to 
exert  undue  influence  on  the  City  Plan- 
ning process  (for  legal  and  ethical  rea- 
sons). It  is  the  job  of  the  Mayor’s  Office 
to  ensure  that  the  process  is  fair  and  that 
the  appropriate  City  zoning  codes  are  fol- 
lowed, and  to  try  and  negotiate  a solution 
which  is  acceptable  to  both  parties." 

Jordan’s  letter  went  on  to  encourage 
the  City  Planning  Department  to  meet 
with  the  neighbors  and  developers  to 
“discuss  neighbors’  concerns." 

Therefore,  it  wasn’t  much  of  a surprise 
when,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  testimony, 
the  commission  voted  to  delay  a decision, 
so  that  the  neighbors,  McGee,  and  a Plan- 
ning Department  representative  could  at- 
tempt to  work  out  a compromise  solution. 
Commissioners  said  they  would  revisit 
the  matter  at  their  Oct.  19  meeting. 

"1  think  the  decision  to  meet  with  the 
developer  and  Planning  Department  is 
really,  really  positive,"  says  Monika 
Henschke.  a Hill  Street  resident  and  co- 
founder of  Neighbors  to  Save  the  Sanchez 
Hilltop.  "It  gives  us  a chance  to  work 
something  out." 

Brian  McGee,  who  is  constructing  the 
development  with  his  father  Seamus  and 
brother  Tracy,  concurs  with  Henschke. 

"We’re  very  happy  with  how  the  meet- 
ing went,"  he  says.  My  family  and  the 
neighbors  are  at  a point  where  we  can’t 
meet  [to  work]  on  a compromise  on  our 
own.  It’s  the  practical  thing  to  do.  having 
someone  from  City  Planning  mediate  a 
discussion." 

Earlier  in  the  hearing,  in  an  attempt  to 
dispute  a June  environmental  impact  re- 
port from  the  Planning  Department  which 
concluded  that  the  construction  of  the 
four  homes  and  excavation  of  the  hilltop 
"would  have  no  significant  effect  on  the 
environment,"  neighbors  presented  testi- 
mony from  a lawyer,  architect,  arborist, 
and  other  experts.  The  commission,  how- 
ever, voted  to  uphold  the  Planning  De- 
partment’s environmental  evaluation, 
thereby  blocking  the  neighbors’  appeal 
for  a blanket  rejection  of  the  development. 

As  the  Voice  reported  in  its  June  and 
July  issues.  Neighbors  to  Save  the  San- 
chez Hilltop  has  been  fighting  McGee’s 
plan  to  tear  down  the  aged  farmhouse  on 
the  southwest  comer  of  Sanchez  and  2 1 st 
streets  and  build  four  three-story,  six- 
bedroom.  5 '/2-bath  homes  on  the  site  for 
almost  a year.  The  few  meetings  held  be- 
tween the  neighbors  and  developers  have 
only  resulted  in  a hardening  of  stands. 

While  the  neighbors  acknowledge  Mc- 
Gee’s right  to  build  on  the  site,  they  are 
opposed  to  his  current  plan  to  construct 
such  large  homes. 

Amy  Powell,  who  lives  on  21st  Street 
and  is  the  spokesperson  for  Neighbors  to 
Save  the  Sanchez  Hilltop,  notes  that 
while  the  project  complies  with  the  Plan- 
ning Code,  "many  of  the  characteristics 
that  make  this  neighborhood  unique  such 
as  relationship  to  topography  and  land- 
scape are  not  adequately  protected  by  the 


immediate  surrounding  area."  Barbey 
says.  "They  honestly  look  as  if  they  were 
designed  for  the  charmed  era  before 
World  War  II.  It  is  not.  in  fact,  true  that 
they  are  out  of  character  with  the  sur- 
rounding area." 


Although  Brian  McGee  is  confident 
"all  this  is  going  to  be  resolved  and  the 
majority  of  people  are  going  to  be  hap- 
py," he  acknowledges  that  "this  is  a very 
extreme  situation  for  us.  We’ve  never 
been  through  anything  like  this  in  other 
neighborhoods  where  we’ve  built. 


Neighbors  to  Save  the  Sanchez  Hilltop  gathered  on  the  Sanchez  Street  side  of  the  wooded  area  they'd  like  to  preserve. 


Developer  Seamus  McGee  (background)  and  sons  Tracy  and  Brian  McGee  (left  and  right)  held 
an  “open  sidewalk"  last  month  to  display  their  architectural  plans  for  the  four  luxury  homes 
they  plan  to  build  on  a wooded  corner  lot  at  Sanchez  and  2 1 st  Street  Photos  by  Beverly  Tharp 


"Still,"  he  adds,  "I’m  convinced  this  is 
going  to  be  one  of  the  best  projects  the 
city’s  seen  in  years.  My  father  came  to  San 
Francisco  35  years  ago,  and  my  brother 
and  I are  natives  of  San  Francisco.  And 
no  one  is  more  concerned  with  the  char- 
acter of  San  Francisco  than  a native."  □ 


basic  provisions  of  the  Planning  Code. 

"This  proposed  development  is  not 
compatible  with  the  unique  character  of 
the  Sanchez  Hilltop  area.”  she  argues. 
"The  design  of  the  proposed  houses  is  at- 
tractive on  paper,  but  insufficient  consid- 
eration has  been  given  to  how  the  devel- 
opment will  work  in  the  context  of  the 
neighborhood,"  where  houses  typically 
have  two  to  three  bedrooms  and  the  av- 
erage single-family  home  is  less  than 
2,000  square  feet. 

Neighbors  are  requesting  that  the  Mc- 
Gees make  "reasonable  modifications"  to 
“preserve  neighborhood  character."  Their 
proposed  modifications  include  reducing 
the  bulk  per  house  from  4,000  to  about 
2,000  square  feet,  preserving  all  trees 
with  a trunk  diameter  exceeding  10  inch- 
es, and  providing  access  to  each  of  the 
houses  through  one  common  driveway  on 
21st  Street  to  reduce  curb  cuts  and  elim- 
inate the  negative  visual  impact  of  the 
planned  row  of  double  garage  doors. 
They  also  want  the  McGees  to  ensure  that 
the  landscaping  indicated  on  the  plan  for 
the  site  be  in  place  before  final  inspection. 

The  McGees  say  they’ve  already  tried 
their  best  to  lessen  the  impact  to  the  sur- 
rounding area.  In  a letter  they  distributed 
to  neighbors,  they  stated  that  "the  project 
satisfies  all  code  requirements  and  in 
some  cases  goes  well  beyond  the  require- 
ments. . . . For  example,  the  code  requires 
a total  setback  of  775  square  feet.  The 
project  is  designed  so  that  a total  of  1 ,689 
square  feet  of  setback  is  provided." 

Although  less  than  a dozen  people 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  development  at  the 


commission  hearing,  the  McGees  say  that 
600  people  have  signed  a petition  in  sup- 
port of  their  project.  John  Barbey.  presi- 
dent of  the  Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association  and  a Victorian  home  preser- 
vationist, is  one  of  the  McGees’  more  vo- 
cal proponents. 

"The  beautiful  designs  of  the  four 
homes  reflect  the  best  architecture  in  the 
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Herb’s  Hangs  on 
Despite  Eviction 

Continued  from  Page  I 

sue.  He  added  that  the  McFaddens  had  no 
complaints  about  the  way  Kawas  was 
running  the  restaurant. 

Then  why  did  they  want  to  evict  him? 

At  first  McFadden  said  new  owners, 
whose  names  he  couldn’t  reveal,  were 
planning  to  take  over  the  space  and  oper- 
ate their  own  eating  establishment.  Later 
he  admitted.  "My  brother  [Leo  McFad- 
den, a contractor  who  lives  in  the  Sunset 
District)  and  his  wife  are  interested  in 
running  the  business." 

McFadden  added  that  Leo’s  wife,  Dyph- 
na,  had  had  previous  experience  manag- 
ing restaurants.  The  couple  felt  it  made 
sense  to  launch  the  business  out  of  a prop- 
erty the  family  owned,  rather  than  search- 
ing for  space  somewhere  else.  McFadden 
said. 

Offers  from  Rockets  and  Roosters 

Kawas.  who  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1963  from  what  he  described  as 
"now  Israel,  once  Palestine,  once  Judea.” 
doesn't  want  to  anger  the  McFaddens  be- 
cause he  still  hopes  to  come  to  terms  with 
them.  But  he  is  pretty  upset. 

It  took  him  20  years  to  establish  a prof- 
itable business,  he  said,  and  now  the  Mc- 
Faddens want  to  pull  the  rug  out  from  un- 
der him.  Kawas  added  that  he  was  also 
peeved  because  the  family  had  offered 
him  only  minimal  compensation:  a few 
thousand  dollars  for  the  restaurant  fixtures. 

According  to  Jim  McFadden,  who  ad- 
mitted he’d  only  eaten  at  Herb's  a few 
times,  the  McFaddens  remain  willing  to 
negotiate  the  matter.  "If  it  turns  out  that 
my  brother  doesn’t  want  to  run  the  restau- 
rant. Sam  can  stay,”  he  said. 

However.  McFadden  also  acknowl- 
edged that  his  father  had  received  offers 
for  the  storefront  from  Noah's  Bagels, 
Johnny  Rockets,  and  Red  Rooster  restau- 
rants— chains  which  could  easily  outbid 
Kawas  in  any  competition. 

In  fact,  rumor  had  it  that  Noah’s  Bagels 
was  already  moving  in.  But  Noah  Alpert. 
founder  and  chair  of  Noah’s,  denied  there 
was  any  truth  to  this  piece  of  gossip. 
"We  re  not  moving  into  3991  24th  St.," 
he  said,  "but  Noe  Valley  is  one  of  the 


More  than  500  loyal  customers  signed  waitress  Shellie  Occhipinti’s  petition  demanding  that 
Herb's  stay  open.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


prime  areas  we’d  like  to  move  into."  So 
get  ready  for  bagel  wars  in  the  future. 

(As  reported  in  the  July  1995  Voice, 
Posh  Bagels  is  replacing  Double  Rain- 
bow Ice  Cream  in  another  building  owned 
by  the  McFaddens  in  the  middle  of  the 
block.  It  will  compete  with  nearby  Holey 
Bagel,  which  has  been  on  24th  Street 
since  1980.) 

Nevertheless,  Jim  McFadden  said  that 
even  if  there  was  a change  of  owners. 
"Herb's  will  remain  a restaurant.  There 
will  be  no  drastic  changes.  It’ll  have  a 
cleaner  look,  but  it  will  be  the  same  menu, 
and  the  prices  won’t  be  much  different.” 
He  added  that  his  family  would  encour- 
age the  oldtime  employees  to  stay  on. 
"They  know  the  job  and  the  customers," 
McFadden  said. 

Herb’s  an  Institution 

Still,  people  found  the  news  of  the  im- 
pending loss  of  Herb’s  Fine  Foods  hard 
to  swallow. 

Shellie  Occhipinti.  who  has  waitressed 
at  Herb’s  for  1 1 years,  placed  a petition 
on  the  front  counter  to  keep  Herb's  open. 
In  five  days,  she’d  amassed  over  500  sig- 
natures. 

By  anyone’s  standards.  Herb’s  is  an  in- 
stitution. It  was  opened  by  Herbert  and 
Margaret  Gaines  in  1943,  at  a time  when 
the  Noe  Valley  Theater  sat  across  the 
street  at  3994  24th  St. 

Harry  Aleo.  of  Twin  Peaks  Properties. 


recalled  that  "years  ago  when  we  were 
teenagers,  we'd  go  to  the  movies,  then 
walk  across  the  street  to  Herb’s  for  shakes 
or  a coke.” 

Occhipinti  said  her  grandparents,  Wil- 
liam and  Georgia  Tsaousis,  met  at  the 
restaurant.  "They  were  hanging  out,  smok- 
ing cigarettes  and  hiding  from  the  teach- 
ers from  James  Lick  School,"  she  said. 

Herb’s  hasn’t  changed  much  in  52 
years.  Walk  in  any  morning  and  you’re  in- 
stantly transported  back  to  the  ’50s.  The 
waitress  greets  you  with  a cheery  hello 
and  asks  how  you’re  doing.  Since  you’re 
a regular,  she  doesn’t  hand  you  a menu 
because  she  already  knows  what  you’ll 
have. 

The  customers  look  up  from  their 
morning  paper,  like  characters  from  TV’s 
Northern  Exposure.  Then  they  start  chat- 
ting up  the  news:  sports,  politics,  and  the 
neighborhood’s  latest  traffic-stopper.  "Did 
you  see  what’s  going  in  next  to  Bell  Mar- 
ket?" "What  do  you  think  of  what  Jerry 
Rice  said  last  night  after  the  game?"  "Uh- 
oh,  there’s  the  meter  maid  out  front.  You 
better  go  feed  your  meter,  John.  Quick!" 

The  decor  is  also  '50s,  with  red  vinyl 
booths,  formica  tables,  and  a U-shaped 
counter  that  invites  conversation  across 
the  aisle.  Today’s  special  is  corned  beef 
hash  and  eggs  with  hash  browns,  all  for 
$4.75.  And  just  like  in  the  old  days,  it’s 
cooked  on  a greasy  grill.  The  coffee  is 
regular — no  lattes  here — and  you  can  get 


unlimited  refills  for  the  price  of  a cup. 

Herb’s  short-order  chef.  23-year-old 
Miguel  Guzman,  has  worked  for  the  res- 
taurant since  he  was  16.  He  started  out  as 
a busboy,  moved  up  to  dishwasher  when 
the  regular  dishwasher  left,  and  then  be- 
came the  cook  when  the  cook  quit.  “I  be- 
gan managing  the  whole  restaurant  about 
two  years  ago,"  said  Guzman,  a native  of 
El  Salvador.  He  added  that  he’ll  be  for- 
ever grateful  to  Kawas  for  giving  him  his 
first  job. 

A Home  Away  from  Home 

Diana  Hines,  who  lives  on  22nd  Street, 
and  Donal  O’Sullivan,  an  Irish  actor  who 
lives  on  Valley,  had  their  first  date  at  the 
front  table  at  Herb’s.  "It  has  that  feeling 
that  Edward  Hopper  or  Norman  Rock- 
well tried  to  capture."  Hines  pointed  out. 

Bob  Johnson,  an  85-year-old  Liberty 
Street  neighbor,  said  he  considered 
Herb’s  "a  second  home.  It  has  good  food 
at  reasonable  prices,  and  the  waitresses 
are  congenial.” 

Jalil  Kawas.  Sam  Kawas’  19-year-old 
son,  has  been  working  at  Herb’s  for  only 
six  months,  but  practically  grew  up  in  the 
cafe.  "The  day  I came  home  from  the  hos- 
pital, my  mom  (who  worked  at  the  restau- 
rant back  then)  put  me  on  a shelf  in  the 
back,  and  that’s  where  I stayed.” 

Kawas  is  miffed  that  the  McFaddens 
have  failed  to  renew  his  father’s  lease. 
"This  is  my  house  they’re  taking  away." 
he  said.  “My  dad  worked  for  twenty 
years,  seven  days  straight,  building  up 
this  business.  Now  the  landlord  thinks  he 
can  just  come  and  pick  up  the  money." 

The  week  after  Labor  Day,  Sam  Kawas 
put  up  a new  sign  in  the  restaurant  win- 
dow: “Herb’s  Will  Be  Open  Till  We’re 
Carried  Out." The  defiant  message  quick- 
ly spread  around  the  neighborhood,  and 
even  found  its  way  into  Herb  Caen’s  col- 
umn in  the  Chronicle. 

But  a week  later  the  sign  was  down. 
The  hash  browns,  eggs-over-easy,  and 
flapjacks  were  being  flipped  on  the  grill, 
and  the  regulars  were  congratulating  Cal 
Ripken  Jr.  for  beating  Lou  Gehrig’s  at- 
tendance record  on  the  baseball  field. 

Has  Herb's  managed  to  jump  from  the 
fire  back  to  the  frying  pan?  We'll  let  you 
know  next  month. 


Hugh  Palmerston  contributed  to  this  report. 
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Alf  Conner  says  throughout  the  ‘70s  his  house  at  Jersey  and  Noe  was  "haunted”  by  an  older  woman  of  relatively  short  stature,  who  would  float 
down  the  stairs  to  the  rear  parlor  and.  after  gazing  into  the  night  for  a few  seconds,  disappear  out  a corner  window.  Photo  by  Tom  Wochs 


Ghostly 

Memories  of  the 
Lady  in  Black 

Continued  from  Page  I 

daft,  described  what  they  had  witnessed 
during  the  night.  One  brave  visitor  relat- 
ed that  she  had  silently  followed  a black- 
garbed  woman,  who  slowly  passed  out  of 
the  guest  bedroom,  down  the  stairs,  and 
through  the  open  doors  leading  into  the 
front  parlor.  Gliding  through  a second  set 
of  doors,  the  old  woman  then  entered  the 
rear  parlor  and  walked  to  the  comer  win- 
dow. where  she  merged  into  the  night, 
fading  from  the  houseguest’s  startled  view. 

Conner  was  no  stranger  to  the  tale,  hav- 
ing seen  the  old  woman’s  apparition  some 
dozen  times  himself! 

“She  was  an  older  lady,  fairly  short, 
and  wore  a black  dress  that  went  down  all 
the  way  to  her  ankles.”  Contrary  to  what 
one  might  imagine,  “she  was  not  fright- 
ening and  really  seemed  quite  benign." 

Conner  struggles  to  recall  the  ghost’s 
distinct  facial  features,  noting  that  “she 
was  etherealized  — I could  see  through 
her,  but  could  still  see  her."  Pausing  and 
concentrating  in  an  effort  to  provide  more 
detail,  he  adds,  “She  appeared  small  and 
plump,  like  a dumpling." 

What  also  struck  Conner  were  the  two 
specific  objects  of  her  attention.  “Each 
time  I saw  her,  she  would  stand  here  [in 
the  rear  parlor)  and  stare  at  the  wall  just 
to  the  right  of  the  kitchen  door.”  He  points 
to  a wall  on  the  far  side  of  the  room,  cov- 
ered with  wallpaper  but  otherwise  blank. 
Conner  speculates  that  perhaps  in  an  ear- 
lier time,  photos  of  the  woman’s  family 
might  have  hung  on  this  wall. 

The  second  focus  of  the  old  woman's 
interest  was  always  the  window  facing 


southwest  in  the  comer  of  the  room.  In- 
variably she  floated  directly  to  the  win- 
dow, where  she  stared  for  a few  seconds, 
then  slowly  ebbed  from  sight. 

Does  Conner  know  the  identity  of  his 
ghost? 

A dusty  1878  city  directory,  housed  in 
the  San  Francisco  Main  Public  Library, 
reveals  that  one  Edwin  R.  Fossette,  an  as- 
sistant bookkeeper  at  Wheeler  & Wilson 
Manufacturing  Co.,  lived  at  293  Jersey 
St.  In  1889  the  listing  includes  the  name 
“Annie  Fossette,  widow.” 

Conner  doesn’t  know  whether  the 
small,  dumpling-shaped  woman  he  saw 
was  the  “Widow  Fossette,”  or  whether  the 
black,  old-fashioned  dress  she  wore 


merely  represented  a statement  of  plain 
old-world  simplicity.  In  any  case,  Annie 
Fossette ’s  name  was  dropped  from  the 
1890  city  directory. 

Another  possibility  is  that  the  ghost  is 
a former  occupant  of  the  house  who  died 
in  the  rear  parlor.  Conner  says  a neighbor 
told  him  that  several  decades  ago  an  el- 
derly resident  passed  away  while  sleep- 
ing in  a daybed  nestled  in  the  comer. 

Whoever  she  was,  Conner  says,  the 
woman  has  not  reappeared  since  he  re- 
modeled the  inside  of  the  house  during 
the  late  1970s  and  early  ’80s.  With  some 
regret,  he  notes  that  his  houseguests  no 
longer  wake  in  the  middle  of  the  night  to 
stare  at  the  uninvited  figure  gliding  away 


from  the  attic  door,  out  of  the  bedroom, 
and  toward  the  stairs  leading  down  to  an 
empty  wall  and  a square  bay  window. 

But  when  one  walks  along  the  Noe 
Street  side  of  the  house,  past  the  comer 
windows  jutting  out  toward  the  street,  it’s 
still  worth  a peek  up  at  the  curtains  to  see 
if  they  might  be  parted.  Especially  on 
Halloween  night.  □ 


Mike  Underhill's  story  “ Toots  and 
Harry,"  about  his  own  encounter  with  a 
ghost  at  his  home  on  25th  Street,  ap- 
peared in  the  1995  Summer  Literary  Is- 
sue of  the  Voice. 


1 995  BAY  AREA 


U! 


e*v<5e 


CELEBRATING  DIVERSITY  / CREATING  COMMUNITY 


SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER  5 

THE  FASHION 
CENTER, 

SAN  FRANCISCO 


Featuring . . . 

•80  workshops  on  Jewish  Identity, 
Social  Action,  Culture  & Arts,  and 
Spirituality/Learning. 

• Keynote  speakers:  Dr.  Anita  Friedman 
and  Irena  Klepfisz. 


FOR  MORE  DETAILS,  PLEASE 
PHONE  415/777-3077 

Funding  is  provided  by  the  S.F.-  based 
Jewish  Community  Federation's  Endow- 
ment Fund,  the  Endowment  Fund  of  the 
Greater  East  Boy,  The  Richard  and  Rhoda 
Goldman  Fund,  plus  50  other  organiza- 
tions and  individuals. 


Your  one  stop  shop 
before  the  game  on  Sunday 


► Big  selection  of  domestic  & imported 
wines  under  $10 

► Wide  selection  of  domestic  & imported 
beers,  including  Micro-brew,  and 
fruit-flavored  Micro-brewed  beers 

► Largest  selection  of  your  favorite  spirits 

► Largest  selection  of  domestic  & 
imported  cigarettes 

We  now  carry  premium  CIGARS 


3900  24th  Street  (24th  & Sanchez)  • 282-4900 

Hours:  Sun-Thurs  9:30  am-10:00  pm 
Fri-Sat  9:30  am -midnight 

Wc  accept  Visa,  MC,  ATM  cards  (minimum  purchase  required  on  ATM  cards) 


! Mention  this  ad,  and 
| receive  10%  OFF  on 
! any  bottle  of  wine* 

i ‘Offer  excludes  wine  already  on  sale. 
Offer  expires  10/31/95 

i i 


i 1 

Molson  Golden  6-pk.  bottles  $3- 
Foster's  3-22  oz  cans  54- 
Red  Seal  6-pk.  bottles  $5® 

Rene  Junot  French  Wine  1.5  L $5-  j 

•Prices  subject  to  change 
without  notice.  Limited  supply. 

i 1 


The  Finest  Agents  in  The  Business  • 550-1300 


4128  Twenty-Fourth  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  415-550-1100 


B.J.  Droubi 
550-1302  ext.  232 


Carol  Bee 

550-1302  ext. 219 


Sue  Borsian 
550-1302  ext.  202 


Peter  Brannigati 
550-1302  ext.  20 5 


Lynne  Brei 
550-1302  ext. 210 


Bela  Breslau 
550-1302  ext. 220 


Patricia  Carapiet 
550-1302  ext.212 


\ 

Regine  Edwards 
550-1302  ext.2 16 


Barbara  Gullion 
550-1302  ext.2 11 


Jamie  Howell 
550-1302  ext.  221 


Ginger  Karels 
550-1302  ext.  21 


Beth  Kershaw 
550-1302  ext. 215 


Francine  Kong 
550-1302  ext.  233 


Terry  Lee 

550-1302  ext.  208 


Susan  Lombardi 

550-1302  ext.  209 


Eileen  Long 
550-1302  ext. 302 


Stephen  Moore 

550-1302  ext. 204 


Tom  Norwich 

550-1302  ext.  20 3 


Donna  Sullivan 

550-1302  ext.  201 


Ainslee  Til l brook 
550-1302  ext.2 18 
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Chavez-Army 
Combatants 
Still  Fuming 

By  Steve  Steinberg 

The  tension  between  supporters  and 
opponents  of  Proposition  O,  which 
would  change  Cesar  Chavez  Street  back 
to  its  former  name.  Army  Street,  grew 
more  taut  at  the  end  of  August  as  two 
well-known  campaign  workers  assaulted 
each  other  at  a public  meeting. 

Both  parties  — Mitchell  Friedman,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Yes  on  O fordes,  and 
Rick  Hauptman.  an  opponent  of  the 
measure  — blamed  the  other  for  starting 
the  fistfight  and  wrestling  match  that  en- 
sued at  the  end  of  a Yes  on  O meeting  at 
St.  Nicholas  Church  on  Diamond  Heights 
Boulevard  the  evening  of  Aug.  30. 

"It  was  a totally  unprovoked  attack." 
said  Hauptman  a week  after  the  incident. 

Hauptman.  who  is  a Noe  Street  resi- 
dent and  president  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Democratic  Club,  said  Friedman  hit  him 
and  pushed  him  down  while  trying  to  take 
back  a Yes  on  O campaign  poster  Haupt- 
man had  picked  up  as  he  left  the  meeting. 

Hauptman  also  alleged  that  Friedman 
"pummeled"  him  with  his  Fists  after  he  hit 
the  ground. 

Friedman,  a member  of  the  Yes  on  O 
steering  committee  and  a public  relations 
consultant  who  works  out  of  his  home  on 
Chavez-Army  Street,  claims  not  only  that 
Hauptman  struck  him  first  as  they  were 
struggling  with  the  sign,  but  that  the  en- 
tire incident  was  a “set-up”  by  Hauptman 
and  the  No  on  O forces  to  discredit  the 
pro-Army  group  and  “neutralize"  him 
(Friedman)  in  his  role  as  spokesperson. 

“They  were  looking  for  trouble,”  Fried- 
man said  of  Hauptman  and  two  other  Prop. 
O opponents  who  attended  the  meeting. 

The  episode  highlights  the  bitterness 
felt  by  both  sides  in  a campaign  centered 
on  whether  to  rename  a city  street  after  a 
peace-loving  Mexican-American  union 
leader  and  folk  hero,  or  to  retain  the  tra- 
ditional name,  reflective  to  many  people 
of  oldtime  San  Francisco. 

Hauptman  said  he  attended  the  Yes  on 
O meeting  because  he  was  curious  to  hear 
what  the  other  side  had  to  say.  It  was  a 
natural  thing  to  do,  he  added,  given  that 
the  meeting  was  open  to  the  public  and 
that  plenty  of  Yes  on  O campaigners  had 
attended  No  on  O meetings. 

Hauptman  said  he  warned  his  com- 
panions, Lorraine  Ramirez  and  Cynthia 
Fernandez,  not  to  say  or  do  anything  that 
might  provoke  the  Army  Street  support- 
ers, however. 

Fernandez  also  brought  her  daughter 
and  her  son,  10-year-old  Jesse  Arreguin, 
a Chavez  Street  booster  who  was  quoted 
in  last  month’s  Voice  story  on  the  issue. 


Spray  paint  was  the  latest  mode  of  expression 
dalism  occurred  around  Sept.  13. 

Sometime  during  the  meeting,  accord- 
ing to  Hauptman  and  Fernandez,  the  No 
on  O people  were  recognized  by  Fried- 
man and  other  Army  Street  partisans. 

“Mitchell  Friedman  was  very  agitated 
by  our  presence,"  Hauptman  said. 

Fernandez  said  Friedman,  who  was 
speaking  from  the  podium,  invited  Haupt- 
man and  others  to  speak,  but  did  so  in  a 
baiting  manner.  “The  crowd  was  very 
hostile,  so  we  just  sat  there.  We  didn’t  say 
anything,"  Fernandez  said. 

But  backers  of  Prop.  O saw  nothing  out 
of  the  ordinary  in  the  way  the  pro-Chavez 
Street  people  were  treated. 

"We  tried  to  make  them  participate  in 
a very  respectful  manner,"  said  Diane 
Withelder.  "We  had  no  problem  with 
them  being  there.” 

Hauptman,  Fernandez,  and  Ramirez 
did  not  speak,  and  the  meeting  soon  con- 
cluded. 

As  people  began  to  file  out  of  St. 
Nicholas’ auditorium,  Hauptman  and  Ra- 
mirez apparently  picked  up  some  Yes  on 
O literature,  buttons,  and  a campaign  sign. 

According  to  Fernandez,  when  Fried- 
man saw  Hauptman  do  this,  he  came 
rushing  over  and  demanded  that  Haupt- 
man and  Ramirez  put  back  the  signs,  say- 
ing there  were  only  enough  for  genuine 
supporters. 

The  two  complied  with  the  request,  but 
Fernandez  said  Friedman  “began  saying 
hostile  things"  to  Hauptman  and  created 
a scene. 

"He  was  out  of  control,"  she  said. 

Leaving  the  building,  Hauptman  picked 
up  yet  another  sign  and  proceeded  to 
leave  with  it.  “I  collect  (political)  buttons 
and  signs,”  Hauptman  said  later.  “I  even 
have  a Reagan  button." 

Seeing  Hauptman  with  another  sign, 
Friedman  apparently  became  incensed 
and  rushed  over  and  grabbed  at  it.  It  was 
at  this  point  that  the  two  came  to  blows. 

Friedman  claimed  that  Hauptman  of- 
fered no  resistance  to  his  taking  the  sign 
away,  but  also  said,  “Don’t  hit  me  or  I’ll 
Dress  charges." 


Hauptman,  according  to  Friedman, 
then  swung  up  and  hit  him  in  the  face, 
knocking  him  against  a fence.  Friedman 
said  he  then  lunged  at  Hauptman,  and  the 
two  fell  to  the  ground,  flailing  away. 

After  the  two  men  were  pulled  apart 
and  helped  to  their  feet,  they  each  scur- 
ried around  looking  for  their  glasses, 
which  had  been  knocked  off  during  the  al- 
tercation. (Friedman  even  accidentally 
put  on  Hauptman 's  glasses  and  wore  them 
for  several  moments  before  discovering 
his  mistake.) 

Hauptman  then  went  to  a pay  phone 
and  called  the  police. 

Arriving  on  the  scene,  officers  took 
statements  and  cited  Friedman  for  battery. 
The  police  officer  also  suggested  the  two 
men  shake  hands  and  make  up.  Friedman 
said  he  offered  his  hand,  but  that  Haupt- 
man turned  him  down. 

An  ambulance  was  also  called,  and 
Hauptman  was  taken  to  the  hospital  after 
complaining  of  neck  and  back  injuries: 
Hauptman  was  examined  and  released 
from  Davies  Medical  Center.  But  his  back 


and  neck  are  still  hurting  him,  he  says. 

Friedman  denied  injuring  Hauptman. 
"He  wasn’t  hurt  at  all,"  he  said.  And  two 
days  later  he  too  sought  medical  atten- 
tion, for  head  and  back  pain  sustained  in 
the  tussle. 

Friedman  also  maintained  that  Haupt- 
man made  a second  phone  call  after  call- 
ing police — to  someone  who  proceeded 
to  alert  the  local  news  media. 

Friedman  said  he  was  subsequently 
besieged  by  reporters,  who  repeated 
many  "lies  and  distortions"  from  the  No 
on  O campaign.  The  story  appeared  on 
television  that  night,  and  in  both  the 
Chronicle  and  Examiner  in  the  following 
days. 

"I’ve  just  had  it  with  these  people  try- 
ing to  ruin  me,"  Friedman  said. 

At  the  time  of  the  incident,  police  cit- 
ed Friedman  because  the  only  witnesses 
to  give  statements  were  Fernandez  and 
Ramirez,  both  of  whom  accused  Fried- 
man of  landing  the  first  punch. 

However.  Friedman  said  he  had  two 
witnesses  of  his  own  who  would  corrob- 
orate his  version. 

One  of  those  witnesses,  27th  Street  res- 
ident Mary  Ann  Curran,  did  tell  the  Voice 
that  Hauptman  launched  the  first  blow 
with  his  forearm.  Curran  said  she  went 
back  to  St.  Nicholas  Church  to  sign  a po- 
lice report  to  that  effect  an  hour  after  the 
incident. 

Hauptman  said  in  mid-September  he 
believed  that  Friedman  was  fabricating 
the  witnesses’  testimony  and  that  he  was 
"afraid  to  go  to  any  more  public  meet- 
ings." because  he  might  run  into  Fried- 
man. He  also  said  he  was  waiting  for  a 
formal  police  report  before  initiating  a 
civil  suit  against  Friedman. 

Friedman  responded  that  if  Hauptman 
brought  legal  action  against  him,  he 
would  counter-sue. 

Hauptman  said  further:  "The  only  vin- 
dication I really  want  is  to  win  on  elec- 
tion day  (Tuesday,  Nov.  7]."  □ 


t fimofi  iJcu/A'  t(/ooc//j(/e 

Dear  Friends  and  Customer 5, 

Well  this  is  it!  After  23  years  of  serving  you, 

I have  soid  the  business.  Id  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  and  say  thanks  for  all  the  support 
and  friendship  you  have  given  me  over  the  years. 

It  has  been  a pleasure. 

May  God  bless  and  keep  you. 

Until  we  meet  again — thanks  for  all  the  memories 
and  good  luck  and  again  my  warmest  thanks. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Simon 

Simon’s  Spanish  Shop  1305  Castro  St. 


At  St.  Luke's 
Neighborhood  Clinic 

We  Treat  Vou  Like  Family! 


0*?'  Special  Bock  to  School  Services 
ond  Special  Fees  for 

S Back  to  School  Physicals  for  Children  and  Adults  of  all  ages. 
S Special  Fees  for  Immunizations  and  Laboratory  Services. 
S Sports  Physicals.  Group  Fees  Available. 

S Employment  Physicals 

We'll  help  you  fill  out  your  forms! 

low  Cost  Medical  Care 

S Medical  Clinics  for  Infants,  Children,  Teens  and  Adults 
S Low-Cost  Sliding  Scale  Fee  for  Patients  with  no 
Health  Insurance 

S Medi-Cal  and  Medicare  welcome 
When  you  Become  a Patient 
of  the  Neighborhood  Clinic, 

We  Will  Help  You  Apply  for  Medi-Col. 

Call  Today  for  an  Appointment 

S Same  Day  Appointments  May  be  Available 
S All  Appointments  Within  One  Week  of  Calling 
S Call  (415)  641  -6500  to  make  an  appointment  or  for 
more  information.  Se  habla  espariol. 

Call  (415)  641-6500 


St.  Luke’s  Neighborhood  Clinic  • Monteagle  Medical  Center 
1580  Valencia  Street.  3rd  Floor.  San  Francisco.  C A 941 10  • (415)  641-6500 
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HEW  REAL  ESTATE  CONCEPT! 

THE  TM  SATISFACTION  GUARANTEE 

My  Highest  Commitment  to  Service 


“If  I do  not  perform  the  appropriate  services 
reasonably  expected  of  a real  estate  professional 
in  your  transaction,  I will  refund  commissions 
paid  directly  to  me  by  my  brokerage  company.  ” 


TERRY  MARASCO  (415)776-2712x262 

ThePrudential  (fi«  California  Realty 

1500  Franklin  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


Valentine’s  Cafe 


International  Vegetarian  Cuisine 
Fabulous  Weekend  Brunch 

Take-out  available 


Open  for  Dinner  Thursdai/Saturdai/ 


1793  Church  Street  (between  Day  & 30th),  Nix*  Valley 

(415)  285-2257 

Open  7am-2:30pm  Wed.-Fn.,  6pm-9:30pm  Thursday-Saturday  (Dinner) 
8am- 3:30pm  Sat.  Sun.  Brunch 


MIKEY  TOM 
MARKET 

Organic  Produce 
Gourmet  Grocery  Items 
Fresh  Flowers 
Fresh  Gourmet  coffee 

1747  Church  Street  (at  Day) 

Between  29th  & 30th  streets 

415-826-5757 

Open  7 am-9  pm  Monday  thru  Saturday 
8 am -8  pm  Sundays 


/TP/// 


V 


Valentine's  Cafe  Fine  Foods,  Co  {Tecs'  &.  Tea> 


' \ 


Vi 
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There’s  No 
Green  Light 
For  That 
Blue  Place 


Residents  (left  to  right)  Joe  Canedo,  David  Collin.Viviane  Sosa, Tara  Sosa,  Sweetfoot,  Francine  Sosa-Lewis.  Heather  Lewis.  Elena  Sosa,  and  Prince 
the  doe  are  lobbying  to  keep  That  Blue  Place,  a new  Italian  restaurant,  off  the  sidewalk  at  Sanchez  and  Duncan  streets.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


By  Kathy  Dalle-Molle 

Gary  Logan  and  Cliff  Gray  want  to 
open  a small  restaurant  on  the  south- 
east comer  of  Sanchez  and  Duncan  streets. 
Viviane  Sosa  and  her  sister  Francine 
Lewis,  who  live  on  the  northeast  comer, 
are  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  see 
that  it  doesn’t  happen. 

Sosa,  a native  San  Franciscan  who  has 
lived  in  Noe  Valley  off  and  on  for  15 
years,  maintains  that  her  street  is  no  place 
for  a restaurant. 

‘‘A  restaurant  is  out  of  character  with 
this  residential  part  of  Noe  Valley,”  she 
says.  “It’s  clean,  friendly,  and  peaceful 
here,  and  our  serenity  will  be  severely 
threatened  by  a trendy,  upscale  restaurant." 

“This  is  supposed  to  be  our  retirement 
home,”  adds  Lewis.  The  sisters  purchased 
the  three-unit  building  at  348  Duncan  St., 
along  with  the  adjacent  four-unit  building 
at  1425  Sanchez  St.,  with  their  71 -year- 
old  mother,  Francisca,  and  other  family 
members  this  past  April.  “We  planned  to 
live  and  die  here,”  says  Lewis.  “We  picked 
what  we  thought  would  be  a quiet  cubby 
to  band  together  to  take  care  of  our  moth- 
er and  each  other." 

Like  Sosa  and  Lewis,  Logan  and  Gray 
also  have  a dream,  albeit  a very  different 
one — to  open  an  Italian  restaurant  called 
That  Blue  Place,  at  145 1 Sanchez.  For  the 
past  year  and  a half,  they  have  worked 
their  way  through  the  painstaking  process 
of  securing  the  numerous  city  permits 
necessary  to  convert  the  long-vacant  gro- 
cery store  site  to  a full-service  restaurant, 
which  will  serve  pasta  and  pizza  along 
with  fresh  house-baked  breads. 

it’s  been  a dream  of  mine  and  Cliff’s 
for  a long  time  to  open  a restaurant  to- 
gether." says  Logan,  a waiter  at  the  Zuni 
Cafe  on  Market  Street.  “We  chose  this  site 
because  the  rent  was  affordable  and  we 
felt  we’d  be  in  a great  location  for  a neigh- 
borhood restaurant,  with  all  the  young 
people  and  families  around  here.” 

But  lengthy  operating  hours  of  8 a.m. 
to  10  p.m.  daily — hours  Logan  says  are 
tentative  “because  our  clientele  will  de- 
termine when  we  should  open  and  close” 
— along  with  proposed  outdoor  seating 
and  the  availability  of  beer  and  wine,  have 
raised  the  collective  dander  of  nearby  res- 
idents like  Sosa  and  Lewis.  The  neighbors 
have  grown  accustomed  to  what  has  be- 
come a rarity  in  the  big  city:  living  in  a 
relatively  quiet,  commerce-free  section 


of  a neighborhood  where  children  can 
still  play,  ride  their  bicycles,  and  skate- 
board on  the  sidewalk. 

“This  is  the  beginning  of  a bad  trend — 
the  Union  Street-izing  of  Noe  Valley," 
says  Sosa.  “This  is  a free  country  and  peo- 
ple can  do  what  they  want,  but  there  is  no 
need  for  more  restaurants  here.  I thought 
24th  Street  was  the  commercial  district," 
she  adds.  “Now  it  seems  that  all  of  Noe 
Valley  is  fair  game." 

And  that’s  what  worries  Sosa.  Lewis, 
and  the  50  neighbors  who  are  part  of  Save 
Our  Sanchez  (SOS),  an  ad  hoc  commit- 
tee that  opposes  the  opening  of  That  Blue 
Place  for  several  reasons,  including  the 
prospect  of  increased  noise,  parking  and 
traffic  problems,  a proliferation  of  rats 
and  mice,  sidewalk  congestion,  and  loi- 
tering and  unruly  behavior  due  to  alcohol 
consumption. 

The  controversy  began  in  late  July  when 
Logan  and  Gray  posted  a seemingly  in- 
nocuous mission  statement  on  the  front 
door  of  1451  Sanchez,  announcing  their 
plans  to  “operate  a superior  restaurant  in 
a pleasant  environment,  for  customers 
(neighbors),  staff,  and  owners,  that  ac- 
commodates the  culinary  wants  and 
needs  of  San  Francisco’s  sunny  Noe  Val- 
ley district." 

After  seeing  the  notice,  Sosa  went  bal- 
listic. “I  was  shocked  and  outraged  that 
no  one  had  notified  us  of  a pending  res- 
taurant,” she  says.  “I  mean,  you  have  to 
notify  neighbors  if  you’re  going  to  add  a 
room  on  to  your  house,  but  a restaurant  is 
going  in  and  none  of  the  neighbors  has  to 
be  notified!  That’s  crazy.  It  was  a double 


outrage  for  me  when  I found  out  this  place 
was  going  to  be  open  seven  days  a week, 
long  hours,  with  a beer  and  wine  license. 

"I  'm  not  anti-business,"  she  continues. 
“I’m  open  to  having  something  there,  but 
I have  no  use  for  another  restaurant.  I like 
to  go  to  restaurants.  I patronize  places  like 
Verona  Pizza.  Eric’s,  and  Speckmann’s 
because  they  are  in  the  right  area  and  have 
the  right  conditions.” 

Logan  and  Gray,  on  the  other  hand,  say 
the  positive  response  to  That  Blue  Place 
has  far  exceeded  the  negative. 

“We’ve  been  circulating  a petition  that 
300  neighbors  signed  in  support  of  the 
restaurant,"  says  Gray.  “I  think  we’ll  do 
very  well  here  and  be  very  well  liked.  I 
know  we  can’t  please  everyone,  but  we 
will  please  the  overwhelming  majority." 

Gray  also  notes  that  he  and  Logan  at- 
tended two  meetings  of  the  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley  and  one  of  Upper  Noe  Neigh- 
bors this  summer.  Although  they  did  not 
make  a presentation  to  either  group,  they 
received  a generally  favorable  response 
to  the  restaurant  from  people  they  spoke 
with  at  the  meetings. 

But  that’s  not  stopping  Sosa,  who  has 
contacted  the  Department  of  Alcohol  and 
Beverage  Control  about  launching  a for- 
mal protest  against  Logan  and  Gray’s  ap- 
plication for  a beer  and  wine  license. 

“We  are  going  to  ask  neighbors  to  fill 
out  declarations  in  protest  of  the  license," 
says  Sosa.  “I’m  not  a vigilante  or  a pro- 
hibitionist. I drink,  but  this  is  not  a place 
for  alcohol.  Some  people  say  it’s  only 
beer  and  wine,  but  beer  and  wine  bring 
the  same  problems  as  hard  liquor." 

Counters  Gray,  a longtime  waiter,  “Even 


in  restaurants  that  serve  hard  liquor,  there 
are  very  few  problems.  In  all  the  restau- 
rants I’ve  worked  in,  no  one’s  ever  had  to 
call  the  police  because  a patron  was  drunk 
and  causing  problems.  That’s  because  I 
work  in  nice  restaurants,  and  That  Blue 
Place  is  going  to  be  a nice  restaurant.  Peo- 
ple don’t  go  to  a place  like  ours  to  get 
trashed.” 

Sosa  and  the  SOS  group  are  also 
protesting  Logan  and  Gray’s  application 
to  the  Department  of  Public  Works  to  al- 
low six  tables  of  outdoor  seating  on  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  That  Blue  Place. 

“I  am  vehemently  opposed  to  tables 
and  chairs  on  the  sidewalk."  says  Sosa. 
“This  is  one  of  the  few  flat  areas  in  the 
neighborhood.  People  jog  here.  Senior  cit- 
izens walk  along  this  part  of  Sanchez  Street. 
Because  of  a back  problem,  I can  only 
walk  on  flat  streets.  My  kid  rides  her  bike 
on  this  street.  I want  the  sidewalk  for  my- 
self. You  can  barely  walk  down  the  side- 
walk on  24th  Street  and  on  Church.  I’m 
not  hard-nosed,  but  people  just  push  the 
limits.  Whatever  happened  to  moderation?" 

Although  Gray  says  lack  of  an  outdoor 
seating  permit  won’t  stop  That  Blue  Place 
from  opening,  “it  would  take  away  some 
of  the  charm  from  the  place.  We  also  see 
outdoor  seating  as  one  of  the  tools  for  a 
successful  business.  Chloe’s  and  Cafe  San- 
chez down  the  street  have  outdoor  seat- 
ing. We  just  want  to  offer  what  the  com- 
petition does.” 

(On  Sept.  20,  as  the  Voice  was  going  to 
press,  the  DPW  held  a public  hearing  on 
the  tables  and  chairs  issue.  After  a dozen 

Continued  on  Page  11 
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THE  FIRST  LETTER  IN  REAL  ESTATE 


ZEPHYR 


Greg  Adkisson  "Patient  with  us,  always  energetic...  We  strongly  recommend  Greg  as  an  honest  and  caring  person  who  will  do  his  utmost  for  his  clients" — Kate  and  Andy  B., 
Buyers  Michael  Balia  and  David  Peckman  “From  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  we  want  to  Look  thank  you  both  for  the  excellent  professional  care 

wc  received...  and  for  your  dedication  and  perseverance."  Deborah  and  Harvey,  Sellers  Dan  Bartley  "...as  a nervous  first  time  home  Buyer  I feel  lucky  to  have  been  able  to 
work  with  someone  like  you. ..Thank  you  for  your  infinite  patience  and  support...”  Barbara  N.,  Buyer  Jim  Beitzel  and  Rick  Olds  “Thanks  again  for  your  efforts  in 
a difficult  transaction  and  for  going  above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty!”  Gary  L.  and  Eleanor  G.,  Sellers  and  Buyers  Lee  Bender  “One  could  not  find  a more  concerned, 
honest, straightforward  and  knowledgeable  individual...  I had  the  feeling  she  cared  for  my  desires."  Richard  B.,  Seller  Dan  BlUlker  “We  want  to  thank  you  for  all  you  did  to 
help  us  buy  our  dream  house.  Your  professionalism  and  attention  to  detail  are  exemplary  and  we  commend  you  for  your  support  and  encouragement"  Steve  W.  and  Tony  D.,  Buyers 
Marie  Carfty  “You  were  so  helpful  and  considerate  and  made  everything  seem  so  simple — thanks  a million,  Marie!"  Ann  Ik  Michael,  Buyers  Eric  Casfongia 
“Having  been  an  architect  What  in  his  ‘previous  life'  he  was  able  to  help  me  envision  ideas,  concerns  and  strong  points  of  a property..."  Rob,  Buyer  Harry  Clark 
“Your  constant  support,  informed  counseling,  tireless  diligence...  more  than  professional — -a  warm  personal  relationship”  Robin  L.and  Roberto V,  Buyers  Allen  CoXlftlYIGttU 
“...a  valuable  agent  who  helped  us  through  a difficult  process  with  the  minimum  of  discomfort  possible...  Kudos!”John  and  Shelley,  Sellers  BttrbttTa  DvOrttk  “She  asked 
all  the  right  questions  and  pointed  us  in  the  right  directions...  We  never  felt  uninformed  or  overwhelmed!”  Leslie  C.  and  Steve  F.,  Buyers  Bill  F*laXligCUl  “...thank  you  for  your 
handholding...  you're  awesome,  dude! "Juliette  A,  Buyer  Lynn  Gagan  “...took  such  interest  and  care...  I could  not  have  hoped  for  a more  professional  and  caring  agent..." 
Doris  M.,  Buyer  Steve  Gallagher  “In  just  a few  short  weeks  Steve  worked  with  me  to  find  a property  that  met  my  needs  and  fit  my  budget"  Jito  Garcia  “...took 
really  good  care  of  us.  He  was  definitely  looking  out  four  our  interests.  We  not  only  would  use  him  again,  but  would  recommend  him  highly"  Pete  and  Wess  F.,  Busvrs  Erkon 
GoZUZn  “I  cannot  say  enough  good  things  about  his  performance...  He  knows  die  real  estate  market  extremely  well  and  understands  the  process  of  buying...  " Jonathan  B., 
Buyer  Jeff  HaXldwerger  “...helped  us  find  a house  at  diousands  less  than  wc  were  willing  to  pay.  Jeff  was  available  at  odd  hours,  answered  all  of  our  questions  and  helped 
us  through  each  step  of  the  process.”  Brad  & Vicki  S.,  Buyer  Tim  Hawko  “ I’d  like  to  express  my  appreciation  for  your  excellent  work  on  the  successful  and  quick  sale  of  my 
estate  property..." Rockl  M., Seller  DeillUS  Healy  “...a  skilled  negotiator  and  incredibly  patient.  We  got  a great  deal  on  the  house...  Dennis  moved  the  transaction  along  when 
all  the  other  parties  were  dragging  their  heels"  Terry  E.,  Buyer  John  Houston  ..  .your  patience,  effort,  encouragement  Our  and  enthusiasm  made  my  buying  this 
cool  new  pad  a reality  Rick  R.,  Buyer  Cliff  JeiMUigS  “We  have  purchased  and  sold  a number  of  properties,  hithcrcforc,  have  used  a number  agents.  I must  say,  none  of 
the  others  have  come  even  close  to  providing  the  level  of  service  and  commitment  you  gave  us.”  Paul  and  Linda  W,  Sellers  Randall  Kostick  .thorough  and  organized... 
kept  in  contact...  provided  us  with  a wealth  of  resources...  the  whole  experience  for  us  was  pleasant!”  Virginia  H,  Buyer  BiblOna  Ltti  “I  want  to  go  on  T.V.  and  tell  everyone 
that  you  ar  the  world's  greatest  real  estate  agent!"  Midori  E.,  Buyer  David  LiltlCOCO  “...he  set  up  the  sale  of  my  former  home  as  well  as  the  purchase  of  my  present  home 
and  got  me  the  dream  deal...  we  sold  high  and  bought  low.  You  can’t  beat  that  in  such  a difficult  market.”  Patrick  B.,  Seller  and  Buyer  George  Limperis  “...thoroughly 
patient,  totally  enthusiastic,  a pleasure  to  work  with!"  Caroline,  Buyer  David  Loudenof  “...your  experience  guided  us  well  and  your  advice  on  the  details  of  the  sale  gained 
us  at  least  another  O dtlSjlCU  SI  500.00..."  Ted  H.  and  Star  M.,  Sellers  SHori  Mttlone  “...We  never  felt  sve  were  in  the  dark.  Each  step  of  the  way  we  were  well 
informed  while  being  reassured  that  everything  would  work  out...  she  pulled  off  miracles!”  Jim  W.  and  David  B.,  Buyer  Tony  M 01*10110  “...If  your  company  consisted  of 
nothing  but  Tony  Marianos,  you  would  definitely  be  the  top  company  in  the  nation...”  Dan  R„  broker  JOXUS  Medina  “Thank  you,  thank  you!  Without  your  inspired  offering 
strategy,  we’d  just  be  one  of  those  other  disappointed  folks  who  didn’t  get  our  perfect  house."  Katie  D.  * Susan  R.  Alan  NafanSOn  “We  really  appreciated  your  street  smarts 
and  your  ability  to  position  the  house  in  the  best  possible  way.  If  we  ever  come  back  to  SF  we’ll  be  sure  to  have  you  find  our  next  house"  Steven  S.,  Seller  DiOXUie 
O*  Connell  ...you  juggled  all  the  pieces  of  our  search  for  a home  so  deftly.  You  gave  us  a sense  of  confidence  each  step  of  the  way..."  Anne  and  Chris,  Buyers.  SllSOn  Oik 
8e  Paul  Holzman  “We  were  amazed  at  how  quickly  you  interpreted  our  needs  and  delivered  the  goods  by  finding  a house  we  both  love  and  can  afford.  Bravo!”  Denis  M. 
and  l*aul  G.,  Buyers  Lee  PotterSOn  Old  Else  Townsend  “Just  a note  to  thank  you  for  being  such  super  agents-for  your  great  patience  and  your 
professionalism."  Marie  L.,  Buyer  Pauline  PrOSCllCm  “I  never  concerned  myself  with  the  real  estate  once  I knew  you  were  on  the  job.  Your  thoroughness, 
professionalism  and  integrity  made  a potentially  difficult  situation  manageable..."  Jay,  Seller.  JOCOl  Rademaker  “I  was  most  impressed  that  you  did  everything  you  said  you 
would,  from  helping  make  the  house  more  appealing  to  ‘demistifying’  the  whole  process."  Elaine  W„  Seller  Rob  Rogers  “Even  when  the  situation  became  complicated  and 
the  negotiating  nearly  stopped,  you  stuck  in  there...  thank  you!”  Courtney  G.andTomas  R,  Buyers  Nadia  Ruimy  “Nadia  kept  on  top  of  the  entire  process.  Approximately  three 
thousand  forms  have  to  be  passed  between  about  a dozen  different  parties...  She  did  a lot  of  work  keeping  all  of  the  details  in  line  and  I was  very  grateful  for  CUStOttlCYS 
the  effort  she  made”Amy  K.,  Buyer  Judy  Rydell  “I  was  continually  amazed  and  delighted  that  you  took  such  a personal  interest  in  making  sure  that  everything  — even  down 
to  the  las,  detail  taken  care  of...”  Jerry  R.,  Seller  JimeilO  Rodriguez  “Con  su  experiencia  y tacto  profesional, Jimeno  me  dio  confianza  y firmesa  para  comprar  mi 
casi,"  Irma  S.,  Buyer  (Tambien  hablo  Ingles,  BoSSOin  SolomeH  “No  one  else  could  have  been  such  a pleasure  to  w ork  w ith  and,  especially,  so  generous  of  spirit  and 
hospitality.”  Kiruen  R.  Seiler  and  Buyer  Linda  Sara!  'We  so  appreciate  yo.tr  patience,  tenacity  and  extensive  knowledge...  Stf)/.  . . well  tvcotttntend  you  all  our 
fi-tendsl  - Pamela  K„  Buyer  NbCM  ThodUS  ‘Thank  you  so  much!!  You  made  a difficult  transaction  happen.  Without  yo.tr  expertise  we  would  still  be  renters!!"  James  & 
U,ura  1)..  Buyers  Paul  Wetland  “Paul  found  my  dream  property  and  we  closed  in  JO  days. Then  he  took  my  money  on  the  golf  course.  Nobody's  perfect!"  Tony  M.. 


Buyer  Bill  Welsh  “Thank 


you  for  your  assistance  in  helping  tny  wife  and  I purchase  and  sen  our  business.  Without  your  expertise,  I don't  know  how  we  could  have  done  it!" 


Mick  C.  Buyer  am.  Seller  Mott  WhiftelOW  “I  was  thrilled  to  be  your  firs,  client...  Based  on  my  experience,  you  have  a great  fbture  in  real  estate!”  Doug  R.,  Buyer  Frank 
Whim*  “Frank  is  always  there  when  needed.  He  is  a superlative  listing  agent  who  has  gone  the  extra  mile  to  take  care  of  my  listings.”  John  S.,  Seller 
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Author 
Ruthanne 
Lum  McCunn 
Recovering 
From  Accident 

By  Denise  Minor 

The  accident  sounds  as  if  it  could  have 
been  a pivotal  event  in  one  of  her  fic- 
tional works.  But  unfortunately  it  was  real. 

Noe  Valley  author  Ruthanne  Lum  Mc- 
Cunn was  driving  her  eldest  sister  down 
a narrow,  potholed  road  on  a spring  day 
in  Sonoma  County.  She  rounded  a bend 
and  crashed  head-on  into  a Chevrolet 
pickup,  causing  such  a blow  to  her  torso 
that  her  internal  organs  where  damaged 
and  had  to  be  surgically  returned  to  their 
rightful  places.  McCunn’s  right  leg  was 
also  seriously  injured  in  the  accident,  re- 
quiring numerous  skin,  bone,  and  muscle 
grafts  over  the  next  four  months. 

“It’s  not  clear  how  it  happened.  No- 
body knows."  she  says,  now  recuperating 
at  her  home  on  Castro  Street. 

Immediately  after  the  May  26  colli- 
sion. McCunn  was  helicoptered  to  a San- 
ta Rosa  hospital,  where  she  spent  about  a 
week.  Then  doctors  transferred  her  to 
Davies  Medical  Center  in  San  Francisco 
for  a three-week  hospital  stay. 

Since  that  time,  McCunn  has  been  con- 
fined to  bed  and  wheelchair,  and  has  been 
in  and  out  of  reconstructive  surgery. 

She  says  she  is  grateful,  however,  that 
neither  the  other  car’s  driver  nor  her  sis- 
ter, who  is  developmentally  disabled  and 
lives  at  the  Sonoma  Development  Center, 
were  badly  injured. 

McCunn  sounds  as  if  she  possesses  the 
same  indomitable  spirit  as  do  the  strong 
women  characters  in  her  books,  many  of 
whom  are  Chinese-American. 

“I  have  nothing  to  complain  about,” 
she  says.  “Fortunately  for  me,  everything 
is  repairable.’’ 

Her  doctors  have  confirmed  that  she 
will  be  able  to  walk  again,  she  says. 

The  accident  occurred  just  weeks  be- 
fore she  was  scheduled  to  read  from  her 
latest  novel.  Wooden  Fish  Songs,  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Library  on  Jersey  Street.  "In 
the  hospital,  my  surgeon  brought  me  the 
copy  of  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  that  an- 
nounced the  reading.  He  joked,  ‘1  don’t 
think  you’re  going  to  make  it  to  the  read- 
ing.’" said  McCunn. 

McCunn  has  recovered  sufficiently, 
however,  that  a new  reading  has  been 


scheduled. 

Her  fans  will  also  be  happy  to  learn  that 
McCunn  is  working  on  a new  novel,  al- 
though working  only  in  the  sense  that  she 
is  pondering  it  daily  in  her  mind.  "My 
right  leg  has  to  be  raised  all  of  the  time, 
so  I can’t  type.”  she  says. 

Also,  the  pain,  as  well  as  the  pain- 
killers, disturb  her  concentration.  “I  feel 
very  muddled.  My  memory  is  very  bad.” 

Just  as  she  had  been  told,  the  pain  from 
the  skin  grafts  was  worse  than  the  pain  of 
the  original  injury.  However,  the  muscle 
grafts,  which  were  taken  from  her  left  leg, 
and  the  bone  grafts,  taken  from  her  pelvis, 
were  not  as  painful  as  the  skin  grafts. 

As  McCunn  looks  down  at  her  recov- 
ering body,  she  likens  herself  to  Humpty- 
Dumpty. 

"My  mother,  who  lives  in  Hong  Kong, 
asked  me  to  send  her  a diagram  of  my 
scars,”  she  confides.  “I  have  what  looks 
like  a giant  zipper  going  down  the  front 
of  my  body.  Then  I have  another  giant 
zipper  on  my  left  leg,  where  they  took  the 
muscle  and  skin  grafts.” 

And  constantly  propped  in  front  of  her 
is  the  right  leg  with  its  four  “menacing- 
looking"  pins  protruding  from  a cast. 

But  McCunn  is  surprisingly  cheerful 
after  what  she’s  been  through.  "I  have  had 
incredible  support  from  family  and  friends." 
she  says.  "The  first  few  weeks  after  I was 
out  of  the  hospital,  1 had  to  have  someone 
with  me  all  the  time.” 

She  credits  that  support  with  helping 
her  complete  an  obligation  she  made  pri- 
or to  the  accident.  The  Chinese  Historical 
Society  had  commissioned  her  to  write  a 
paper  about  Chinese  Americans  who 
served  in  the  U.S.  Civil  War.  Despite  her 
physical  limitations,  McCunn  was  able  to 
turn  in  the  piece  only  a few  weeks  late. 

Her  other  publications  include  Chinese 
American  Portraits:  Personal  Histories 
1828-  1988,  the  novels  Soul  Survivor  and 
Thousand  Pieces  of  Gold,  and  a bilingual 
children's  book,  Pie-Biter. 

McCunn  was  bom  in  San  Francisco’s 
Chinatown,  grew  up  in  Hong  Kong,  and 
then  returned  to  California  to  attend  col- 
lege. She  has  lived  on  Castro  near  23rd 
for  20  years. 

Her  latest  novel,  Wooden  Fish  Songs. 
is  named  for  the  laments  that  Chinese 
women  sang  when  their  male  relations 
moved  to  "Gold  Mountain,”  the  Chinese 
nickname  for  America.  The  story  is  told 
from  the  perspective  of  three  women  who 
were  close  to  the  book’s  male  protagonist, 
Lue  Gim  Gong  ("double  brilliance”),  an 
actual  historical  figure  known  for  his  hor- 
ticultural genius. 

McCunn  will  read  from  Wooden  Fish 
Songs  on  Nov.  8 at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.  □ 


City  Gives 
Cafe  Owners 
The  Blues 
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SOS  members  expressed  their  opposition 
to  the  outdoor  seating.  Gray  stood  up  and 
revoked  his  application  for  the  permit. 
His  decision  was  met  with  applause  by 
the  audience.  "I’m  very  concerned  about 
the  worries  of  the  community  about  the 
restaurant,”  Gray  said  at  the  hearing.  "My 
phone  number  is  posted  on  the  restaurant 
door,  and  if  people  have  concerns  about 
the  restaurant,  I ask  that  they  call  and  talk 
to  me  about  them.") 

Even  though  the  Planning  Department 
and  the  Department  of  Building  Inspec- 
tion (DBI)  signed  off  on  Logan  and  Gray’s 
building  permit  close  to  a year  ago,  Sosa 
and  Lewis  hired  Hoffman  Avenue  lawyer 
Claire  Pilcher  in  early  September,  "to 
help  us  find  out  if  the  restaurant  owners 
are  following  the  laws  and  if  we  have  the 
power  to  do  anything  to  stop  them,"  ex- 
plains Sosa. 

After  meeting  with  Pilcher,  Robert  Pass- 
more,  zoning  administrator  for  the  Plan- 
ning Department,  requested  that  the  DBI 
suspend  construction  at  1451  Sanchez. 

In  a letter  to  Building  Inspection,  Pass- 
more  wrote,  “I  am  advised  by  residents. . . 
that  the  eastern  end  of  the  store  was  oc- 
cupied as  a dwelling. . . . Although  a full- 
service  restaurant  is  permitted  under  the 
Planning  Code  to  occupy  the  legal  com- 
mercial area  within  the  subject  building, 
it  is  not  clear  that  the  proposed  restaurant 
would  occupy  just  previously  approved 
commercial  floor  area." 

The  bottom  line:  Pilcher  found  a legal 
loophole  to  stall  construction  — that  the 


Planning  Department  may  have  errone- 
ously approved  Logan  and  Gray’s  request 
that  the  residential  space  also  be  used  as 
part  of  the  restaurant.  According  to  the 
city  Planning  Code,  the  residential  por- 
tion of  1451  Sanchez  must  remain  as  such. 

On  Sept.  12.  DBI  posted  a stop-work 
order  at  the  site. 

“I  asked  for  the  stop-work  order  to 
cause  no  further  damage  to  the  owners  of 
the  restaurant  who  have  been  doing  work 
based  on  the  permit,  even  if  it  was  erro- 
neously approved,  while  we  figure  out  the 
situation,"  says  Passmore. 

With  65  percent  of  the  remodeling  work 
complete,  but  construction  currently  at  a 
standstill,  plans  for  a late  October  open- 
ing of  That  Blue  Place  are  now  up  in  the 
air,  and  Logan  and  Gray  are  fit  to  be  tied. 

“The  Planning  Department  saw  three 
sets  of  blueprints  from  us  before  the  build- 
ing permit  was  issued,"  says  Gray.  “They 
signed  off  on  all  of  them.  And  the  appli- 
cation was  clearly  marked  that  we  were 
converting  a commercial/residential  unit 
to  a full-service  restaurant.  We  believe  we 
have  done  everything  we’re  supposed  to. 
I’m  very  concerned  about  all  of  this.  We’re 
poor  working  stiffs  and  most  of  our  mon- 
ey is  tied  up  in  this  business  at  this  site  on 
the  word  of  the  city  that  we  could  build  a 
restaurant." 

Says  Sosa,  "This  is  not  a personal  thing. 
It’s  just  that  it’s  been  everything  for  them 
and  nothing  for  us.  [Up  until  nowj  the 
Planning  Department  has  been  complete- 
ly indifferent  to  residents.  They  give  busi- 
nesses what  they  want  without  question." 

But  with  all  the  money  and  time  he  and 
Logan  have  invested  in  starting  the 
restaurant.  Gray  says,  "I’m  not  going  to 
give  up  my  dream.  It’s  got  to  happen 
here,  and  I think  it  will.  I think  we’ve  got 
enough  support  from  the  residents  who  do 
want  a restaurant  in  their  neighborhood. 
At  this  point,  my  only  other  alternative  is 
to  file  for  bankruptcy.”  □ 


A Great 
Investment  in 
the  Future 
of  Noe  Valley 


tKii  PS 


St.  Paul's  is  in  Noe  Valley  to  stay.  We  always  knew 
that.  Now  we  need  you  to  believe:  Our  friends.  Our 
neighbors.  St.  Paul's  has  been  an  anchor  of  our 
Noe  Valley  community  for  115  years.  Won't  you 
help  us  by  investing  in  our  next  115? 

For  more  information , call  or  write: 

Sr.  Maureen  O'Brien,  BVM  c/o 
St.  Paul's  Parish 

221  Valley  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
(415)  648-7538 


y 

ZACH  ZOOM  YOGA 
ZODVWOZKS 

A Specialized  Wellness  Center 

Design  your  own  program  of  health  and  fitness 

YOGA  PILATES  MASSAGE 

11 99  Sanchez  • San  Francisco,CA  941 1 4 • 415/821-2979 


Courtyard  Cafe 


NEW  MENU 

featuring  California  & Mediterranean  Cuisine,  including 

Grilled  Mahi  Malii  with  Remoulade  Sauce 

with  sauteed  vegetables  and  wild  rice  pilaf  & spicy  caper  mayonnaise  sauce 

Stuffed  Pork  Chops 

Stuffed  with  sauteed  mushrooms  and  lopped  with  a spicy  apple-cream  sauce 

Rih  of  Lamb  with  Potato  Lyonnaise 

with  mint-orange  sauce  & browned  potatoes  and  caramelized  onions 

Extensive  Wine  List 


Serving  Dinner  5:30  —9:00  PM  Monday  through  Saturday 
Open  seven  days  a week  for  breakfast  and  lunch 

FOOD  TO  GO 

Enjoy  our  pleasant  patio 
with  awnings  anti  outdoor  heaters 

(Bring  your  pet,  but  on  a leash,  please ) 

| 1 Open  Mon.— Sat.  8:30  am— 9:00  pm 

Courtyard  Sun(L 


ON  24TH  STREET 


w lav  8:30  am— 6:00  pm 

Caj  fe  3913  24th  Street  • 282-0344 


Expert  Advice!  Exceptional  Price! 

Travel  Time 


DISCOUNT  TRAVEL 

Cruises,  Amtrak,  Airline  Tickets 
Europe,  Mexico,  Hawaii,  Caribbean,  South  Pacific 

FREE  AIRPORT  TRANSFER 

with  $500  purchase  per  person 


Travel 

Time 

647-4304 


4005  24th  Street 
(at  Noe) 


WHEN  EXCELLENCE  COUNTS 
DEMAND  THE  VERY  BEST 


0 0 0 


AND  IT  JUST  IMPROVED  EVEN  FURTHER! 

I am  proud  to  announce  the  affiliation  of  Franciscan  Properties 
with  MasomMcDuffie , a great  combination  enabling  me  to 
provide  an  even  higher  level  of  service  to  my  real  estate  clients. 

IN-DEPTH  KNOWLEDGE  OF  OUR  NEIGHBORHOOD 
A Noe  Valley  homeowner  for  more  than  15  years,  I confounded  the 
Upper  Noe  Neighbors , dedicated  to  neighborhood  improvement  and 
planted  350  street  trees  in  Noe  Valley  with  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest, 

10  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE,  40  TRANSACTIONS  PER  YEAR 
form  a solid  basis  for  every  real  estate  sale  or  purchase  I am  involved  in. 
I value  personal  service,  honesty  and  integrity  as  well  as  hard  work. 
Call  me  to  find  out  what  makes  me  different  and  how  I can  help  you. 


SUE  BOWIE 

Top  1%  Nationally 
# 1 Mason-McDuffie  Agent,  S.  F. 


Office:  664-9175,  ext.  224 
Home-.  8244062 


1 8 8 


Mason-McDuffie  • Franciscan  Properties 
tu/o  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 
675  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco,  94127 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Robbers  Slack  off, 
But  Burglars  Busy 

By  Officer  Lois  Perillo 

The  incidence  of  robberies  within  my 
area  of  Noe  Valley  held  steady  this  sum- 
mer with  only  two  reported  in  August — 
the  same  number  as  reported  in  July. 

On  Aug.  9 at  about  12  midnight,  a 37- 
year-old  man  who  was  walking  his  dog  at 
21st  and  Douglass  streets  was  robbed  of 
his  watch  and  money  by  an  18-year-old 
man  brandishing  a semiautomatic  handgun. 

According  to  Police  Officer  Theresa 
Sangiacomo,  a red  Cadillac  stopped  at  the 
intersection,  blocking  the  targeted  man. 
Someone  then  exited  the  car,  robbed  the 
man,  and  got  back  in  the  car,  joining  four 
male  accomplices.  The  car  fled  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  Castro  District,  but  was 
found  unattended  on  Mansell  Avenue  by 
Officer  Mark  Alvarez  of  Ingleside  Sta- 
tion. Police  towed  the  car.  and  crime  techs 
checked  it  for  evidence,  collecting  fin- 
gerprints for  suspect  identification. 

In  the  other  robbery,  which  occurred  at 
1 p.m.  on  Aug.  28,  a 70-year-old  woman 
sustained  abrasions  to  her  forehead  after 
a man  in  his  20s  approached  her  from  be- 
hind, grabbed  her  purse,  and  pulled  her  to 
the  ground  as  she  walked  in  the  area  of 
21st  and  Castro  Street.  Although  the  man 
fled  with  her  purse,  the  woman  later  told 
Officer  Joe  Clemmons  that  the  suspect 
got  “nothing  of  value,"  since  she  carried 
her  i.d.,  keys,  and  money  in  her  pocket 
and  not  in  her  purse.  Smart  woman. 

Touching  Is  a Definite  No-No 

While  pushing  her  2-year-old  in  a 
stroller  south  on  Sanchez  near  Jersey  at 
1 0:45  a.m.  Aug.  23,  a 23-year-old  woman 
was  assaulted  by  a man  in  his  40s  who 
approached  her  from  behind  and  put  his 
hand  up  her  skirt,  briefly  touching  her 
buttocks  before  fleeing  east  on  Jersey. 
Had  he  been  caught,  the  man  would  have 
been  charged  with  sexual  battery.  If  con- 
victed, he  would  face  up  to  six  months’ 
imprisonment  in  county  jail  and  a fine  of 
$2,000. 

His  Muni  Transfers  Have  Expired 

On  the  same  day  at  about  7 p.m.,  a 15- 
year-old  male  stole  a book  of  transfers 


from  the  J-Church  streetcar  line  and  ran 
into  the  waiting  handcuffs  of  a bicycle 
police  officer. . . well,  almost. 

While  I rode  my  patrol  bicycle  north  on 
the  J-Church  streetcar  right-of-way  that 
winds  from  22nd  Street  to  Dolores  Park 
(yes.  the  same  LRV  path  that  has  the  sign 
saying  “No  Trespassing"),  I passed  a group 
of  teens  hurrying  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion. Moments  later,  a uniformed  Muni 
driver  appeared,  yelling  a description  of 
a suspect  and  pointing  after  the  teens. 

Reversing  direction.  I caught  the  15- 
year-old  male  suspect  next  to  a laundro- 
mat on  Church  Street  as  he  attempted  to 
discard  the  book  of  transfers.  Meanwhile, 
the  Muni  driver  drove  up  in  his  LRV  and 
identified  the  thief.  Before  I checked  for 
on-board  witnesses,  a woman  passenger 
volunteered  her  account  and  also  identi- 
fied the  suspect.  It  might  interest  you  to 
know  he  tried  to  avoid  his  subsequent  ci- 
tation to  Juvenile  Court  by  offering  to 
"pay  for  the  transfers." 

Merchants’  Hotline  Nabs  Shoplifters 

Of  the  four  reported  shoplifting  inci- 
dents involving  stores  on  24th  Street  in 
August,  three  ended  in  arrests.  The  owner 
of  Guys  and  Dolls  vintage  clothing  shop 
asked  to  be  added  to  the  "Noe  News,”  the 
the  phone-alert  system  the  merchants  use 
to  thwart  shoplifting  and  bad  check  fraud. 

13  Home  Break-ins 

The  number  of  reported  burglaries 
within  my  stretch  of  Noe  Valley  rose  to 
16  in  August,  up  from  five  in  July — un- 
doubtedly due  to  the  warm  weather  and 
the  fact  that  the  last  month  of  summer  is 
the  peak  of  the  vacation  season. 

Of  the  August  burglaries,  seven  were  of 
houses,  six  of  apartments,  one  of  a church, 
one  of  a garage,  and  one  of  a restaurant. 
(The  restaurant  burglary  may  have  in- 
volved a former  employee.) Two  burglary 
suspects  were  arrested  in  two  separate 
incidents.  Also,  fingerprints  were  lifted 
from  the  church  burglary,  and  a suspect 
identification  may  be  forthcoming. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  were  en- 
tered via  an  open  bedroom,  bathroom,  or 
kitchen  window,  or  a poorly  secured  door. 
A few  windows  were  pried. 

Please  replace  those  sliding  aluminum- 
framed windows,  or  add  additional  locks 
that  secure  to  the  jamb. 

Also  remember  that  experts  from  the 
SAFE  program,  a community  service  or- 
ganization working  in  cooperation  with 
the  Police  Department,  will  conduct  free 
residential  security  surveys,  loan  out  their 
electric  engraver  pens  to  mark  your  valu- 
ables, show  you  how  to  set  up  a neigh- 
borhood watch  group,  and  provide  speak- 


L 


emDrazu 

soulful  matchma  king 

Personalized  & aff  ordable  matchmaking 
for  Bay  Area  men  & women  sharing  alternative, 
progressive  and  life-affirming  values. 

Straight,  Gay  & Lesbian 

(415)  648-2600 


Home  from  the  Valley.  A sidewalk  with  steps  aids  these  22nd  Street  neighbors 
in  bringing  in  what  Mom  can’t  provide  naturally.  Photo  by  Najibjoe  Hakim 


ers  on  a wide  range  of  topics,  including 
how  to  reduce  the  risk  of  becoming  a rob- 
bery or  assault  victim.  (Call  553-1984.) 

According  to  SAFE,  "The  most  effec- 
tive way  to  reduce  neighborhood  crime  is 
for  neighbors  to  get  acquainted  and  to 
work  together  toward  the  goal  of  making 
the  neighborhood  safer."  So  go  next  door 
right  now  and  introduce  yourself. 

The  Last  We’ve  Seen  of  ‘Nasty  Man’? 

In  yet  another  installment  in  the  saga 
of  the  “nasty  man” — the  37-year-old  man 
who  stole  from  Walgreens  and  then  broke 
the  store’s  door  when  confronted  — the 
man  failed  to  appear  at  his  probation  re- 
vocation hearing  Aug.  23.  The  judge  is- 
sued a $2,000  bench  warrant  for  his  ar- 
rest and  revoked  his  probation.  This  case 
may  last  as  long  as  the  Simpson  Trial. 


Until  next  time,  be  safe  and  see  you  on 
patrol.  D 

Officer  Lois  Perillo  is  a community  po- 
lice officer  working  out  of  Mission  Police 
Station,  630  Valencia  St.  (at  17th  Street). 
Her  heat  centers  on  24th  Street  and  ex- 
tends from  21st  and  Grand  View  to  Va- 
lencia and  Chavez-Army  streets.  To  con- 
tact her,  call  Mission  Station  at  558-5400. 


Villi  PAY 
FUR  THE 

COLOR 

WELL  PAY 
FUR  THE 

CUT! 


* SALON  & BEAUTY 
SUPPLIES 

415 -82I-S556 
41127  24lh  SI. 
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4045  24th  St.  (between  Noe  & Castro):  648-8660  • Pharmacy:  648-8662 


? Ve  computerized  our  pharmacies  to  bring 
u even  faster  and  better  service 

■ Maintains  complete  patient  profiles 

• Alerts  the  pharmacist  to  any  drug 
interaction 

■ Recalls  your  special  requests  such  as  easy 
open  containers 

• Faster  service  for  new  and  refill 
prescriptions 

• Alerts  the  pharmacist  to  recorded  allergies 
to  prevent  allergic  reactions  to  medications 

• Retrieves  prescriptions  by  name 

• Complete  records  for  insurance  and  income 
tax  purposes 

• Provides  duplicate  receipts  for  personal 
billing  needed  upon  request 

THRIFTY  PHARMACISTS  TAKE  PRIDE  IN 
PROVIDING  THE  BEST  PROFESSIONAL 
PRESCRIPTION  SERVICE 


CALISTOGA 

WATER 


151  89e 


EA. 


Check  out  this  great  regularly-priced  value 
at  your  Noe  Valley  Thrifty1 


Your  Thrifty  JR.  offers  you : 

Convenience  • Full  Prescription  Service 
Health  & Beauty  Aids 

Photo  Film  & Film  Processing  • Cosmetics 
Greeting  Cards  for  All  Occasions 
Beer,  Wine  and  Distilled  Spirits 

WE  NOW  SELL  MUNI  FAST  PASSES 

Thrifty  JR.  is  proud  to  be  a part  of  your  community. 


THRIFTY 

SALINE  SOLUTION 

For  sensitive  eyes 


fitrrlle  rrf ««>««<_ 


$1 


99 


EA. 


Saline 

Solution 

I..  1,0 

eiftcUlly 
t or  ry «. 


cm*  me  7 
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■ •>.  - 
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• N. 
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Check  out  this  great  regularly-priced  value 
at  your  Noe  Valley  Thrifty! 


THRIFTY 

ICE  CREAM  CONES 

No  preservatives.  Sealed  in  stay-fresh 
packs.  18  cones. 

EA. 


I ' Thrifty 

Ice  Cream 

Cones  if 

Nt  Prturttf’ltl  f*. 

• V~»i 

• *•  T 

• m j 

j|  « rtayfrrih  hckt 

* MIT  *T 

Check  out  this  great  regularly-priced  value 
at  your  Noe  Valley  Thrifty1 


500  OFF 

any  Thrifty 
brand 
item  priced 
over  $2- 

Manager's  Coupon 

TAGAMET  HB 


Acid  reducer  Provides  relief  for  heartburn. 
16  tabs 


$JJ29 


EA. 


Special  Manager's  price  at  your 
Noe  Valley  Thrifty1 


LINDSAY  OLIVES 

large  pitted.  6 oz.  QQg 


EA. 


WERTHER’S 

CANDY 

Werther’s  original  butter  candy.  12  oz 

$-J  99 


PK. 


TREE  TOP 

ASSORTED  JUICES 

16  oz. 


89‘ 

EA. 


HEAVY  DUTY 

SHOPPING  CART 
$24" 


Great  sale  price  at  your  Noe  Valley 


Great  sale  price  at  your  Noe  Valley  Thrifty 


Check  out  this  great  regularly-priced  value 
at  your  Noe  Valley  Thrifty! 


Special  Manager's  price  at  your 
Noe  Valley  Thrifty! 


I OTTFRY  AVAILABLE  AT  ALL 
rm.™  CALIFORNIA  THRIFTY 

TICKETS  DRUGSTORES 


Hours:  8-9  Mon-Sat,  8-7  Sun 
Pharmacy  Hours:  9-8  Mon— Fri,  9-5  Sat 
Pharmacy  closed  Sunday 


i 1 

your  health  partner  for  OVER  60  YEARS. 
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Akropolls 

Travel 


vheelchalr-acceaalble  plat fora 

able-bodied  boarding  lalan.l  (6"  or  2"  high  only) 
dianond  lane  for  Muni  atrertcara  only 
- sidewalk  to  be  trlned  back 

parking  apace  to  be  cllalw>ted 
«■  ~i  driveway 

note:  one  lane  of  traffic  in 
each  direction  la  alwaya 
preserved 


According  to  this  preliminary  sketch  provided  by  Muni,  the  J-lines  new  wheelchair-accessible  boarding  ramps  will  displace  eight  metered  parking  places  along  Church  Street  between  29th  and  30th. 


Muni  Ramps 
A Downer  for 
Church  Street 
Merchants 

By  Larry  Beresford 

Following  more  than  six  months  of 
lobbying  by  St.  Paul’s  parishioners 
and  outer  Church  Street  merchants,  the 
decision  where  to  put  two  of  the  J-line’s 
new  boarding  platforms  was  resolved 
with  little  fanfare  on  June  27  by  the  Pub- 
lic Transportation  Commission  (PTC). 

According  to  Muni  planner  Gordon 
Smith,  the  PTC  “tentatively"  voted  to  lo- 
cate one  set  of  the  platforms,  which  have 
long,  sloping  ramps  for  wheelchair  ac- 
cessibility, on  Church  Street  between  Day 
and  30th  (outbound), .and  the  other  on 
Church  between  29th  and  Day  (inbound). 

The  outbound  platform  will  take  up 
half  a block  and  will  be  placed  in  front  of 


Real  Estate 
with  a Heart 


Neil  Gingold 


VANGUARD 

PROPERTIES 


Real  Estate  Broker 
since  1975 
864-7800  ext.  562 


Connie’s  Hair  Stylist  at  1750  Church  St., 
while  the  inbound  platform  will  be  in  two 
parts  — a raised  platform  in  front  of 
MikeyTom  Market  at  Church  and  Day, 
and  a “boarding  island”  closer  to  29th 
Street  near  Star  Bakery.  Approximately 
eight  metered  parking  spaces  will  be  dis- 
placed along  the  two  short  blocks  of 
Church  Street  where  most  of  outer  Noe 
Valley’s  merchants  are  concentrated. 

While  the  project — one  of  15  pairs  of 
platforms  and  ramps  to  be  constructed  at 
streetcar  stops  around  the  city  (including 
one  at  Church  and  24th  Street)  — is  still 
subject  to  hearings  by  the  Departments  of 
Public  Works  and  Parking  and  Trans- 
portation, Muni ’s  role  is  set.  “I  don’t  want 
to  say  anything’s  a done  deal,  but  as  far 
as  Muni  is  concerned,  this  is  where  the 
platforms  will  go  unless  somebody  tells 
us  otherwise.  We’re  reasonably  certain 
they  will  go  there,"  said  John  Katz,  the 
project’s  planner. 

Katz  and  Smith  speculated  that  actual 
construction  of  the  ramps  would  begin 
sometime  between  June  and  December  of 
1996,  and  would  take  no  more  than  two 
months.  Solutions  to  alleviate  the  loss  of 
parking  will  be  explored  simultaneously. 


Smith  added. 

“I  wouldn’t  call  it  a resolution,”  re- 
sponded Tom  Maravilla  of  MikeyTom 
Market,  whose  business  will  be  heavily 
impacted.  As  reported  in  a Voice  story  in 
February,  MikeyTom ’s  outdoor  tables 
and  chairs  may  have  to  be  moved,  since 
the  sidewalk  will  be  narrowed  to  accom- 
modate the  new  boarding  platforms. 

"There  has  been  a decision  to  put  both 
ramps  at  Day  Street,  and  I guess  they  will 
proceed,"  said  Maravilla.  "But  I’m  hold- 
ing out  hope  that  a new  mayor  might 
bring  changes.  I don’t  know  what  else  to 
do  at  this  point,  so  we’re  just  letting  it  ride." 

Although  a posted  “parish  alert”  and  a 
major  push  by  parishioners  appears  to 
have  overturned  Muni’s  initial  proposal 
to  put  the  outbound  platform  in  front  of 
St.  Paul’s  Church,  Maravilla  said  he  did 
not  blame  the  church  for  "Fighting  to  keep 
it  away.  We  [the  merchants]  feel  like  we 
compromised  by  taking  one  platform  at 
our  comer,  and  instead  we  got  both.” 

Maravilla  blamed  Muni,  which  he 
thinks  “is  so  unresponsive  to  the  com- 
munity. I know  they’re  only  people,  but 
it’s  amazing  how  little  they  think  about 
the  consequences  of  what  they  do." 


Muni  staff  emphasized  that  the  plat- 
forms were  a federal  mandate  imposed  on 
the  city,  and  that  they  had  tried  to  negoti- 
ate a compromise  between  the  neighbor- 
hood’s residents  and  merchants.  What 
tipped  the  scales  on  Muni’s  Final  recom- 
mendation to  the  PTC  on  June  27,  Katz 
said,  was  that  while  the  two  sites  were 
even  in  terms  of  cost  and  running  time, 
the  Day  Street  location  provided  a trans- 
fer point  closer  to  30th  Street  and  a bet- 
ter location  for  J trains  which  turn  around 
at  30th. 

According  to  a new  publication  called 
the  Noe  Review,  neighborhood  merchant 
Bill  Phillips  proposed  putting  platforms 
around  the  comer  on  30th  Street.  Phillips, 
manager  of  Stellings  Market  at  29th  and 
Church,  even  hired  an  architect  to  draft 
the  plan.  However.  Muni  staff  said  they 
were  unfamiliar  with  the  proposal  and 
that  the  30th  Street  idea  wasn’t  seriously 
in  the  running. 

The  next  hearings  on  the  matter,  which 
will  consider  parking  reconFigurations 
(Department  of  Parking  and  Transporta- 
tion) and  sidewalk  changes  (DPW),  will 
probably  be  held  in  November.  Smith 
said.  The  Voice  will  keep  you  posted.  □ 
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They'll  eat  it  up! 

We  offer  a wide  selection  of  gourmet 
gift  baskets  for  every  occasion. 


Express  your  thoughts  and 
feelings — deliciously — to 
family,  friends  and  business 
associates. 


824-3233  • 4080  24TH  ST  (NOE) 


METAL  FRAME  SALE  • METAL  FRAME  SALE  * METAL  FRAME_SALE 


FOR  ALL  YOUR 
FRAMING  NEEDS 

Custom  Framing  • Do  It  Yourself  Framing 

Ready  Made  Wood  Frames  • Wholesale  Metal  Frames 
Instant  Framing  • Fine  Quality  Artwork 

• FREE  LABOR  ON 
CUSTOM  ORDERS 


PACKAGE  DEAL  SALE 

COLORS: 

Anodic.  Black.  Matt  Black.  Contrast  Gray, 
Champagne.  Gold,  Frosted  Gold,  Silver.  Frosted 
Silver.  White  and  Pewter 

INCLUDES:  Frames.  Glass,  Mount  Labor, 
Backing,  Wire  and  Hooks 
-FREE  CUSTOM  LABOR- 


934  Valencia  SI  • San  Francisco,  CA 

(Between  20th  & 21st) 

OPEN:  Tues. -Thursday  1 1 :00am  - 7:00  pm 
Friday  - Saturday  10:00  am  - 6:00pm 

PHONE  (415)  826-2321 


1722  Polk  Street  • San  Francisco,  CA 

(Between  Clay  & Washington) 

OPEN:  Tues. -Thursday  12:00am  -7:30  pm 
Friday  - Saturday  10:00  am  - 6:00pm 

PHONE  (415)  885-1376 


SIZE 

PRICE 

14  x 18 

29.99 

16  x20 

34.99 

18x24 

39.99 

22  x 28  

47(H) 

24  x 30 

49.99 

24  x 36 

59.99 

30  x 40 

69.99 

36  x 48  

89.99 

GIVE  A GIFT  OF  ART  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS 


Expires  Oct./31/95 


SAVE  1 5*  on  all  FURNITURE  ORDERS 
OCTOBER  15  t/jrouyfi  OCTOBER  31 

^ ^ 


• t • 

slipcovered t fin  nitare  nn  ought  iron 
tugs  lamps  doctts 
vintage  / tottery  garden  furnis/nngs 
candles  soaps  <0  more 


E C H © 


HOME  a.  CARDEN 
M - F 1 1 to  7 Sat  10  to  6 Sun  12  to  5 
3775  24 ih  Street,  San  Francisco 


Now  under  new  ownership 


Noe  Valley  Tien  Fu 

BAR  & RESTAURANT 


Delicious  Chinese  Specialties 
Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 

Take  Out  &.  Free  Delivery  Available 

OPEN  DAILY,  11  AM- 11  PM 
3945  24th  Street  282-9502  • 282-6688 


n 


D 


,4 


U||l , , II IU 

] 

[UST  AROUNI 

) 1 

[HE  CORNER 

NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  GOOD  LIFE  GROCERY 

The  folks  at  Montana  Pride  are  quietly  revolutionizing  the  beef  industry 
Montana  Pride  breeds  or  selects  cattle  that  consistently  produce 
tender,  delicious  beef  with  approximately  50%  less  fat  than  conventional 
beef  Now  you  can  enjoy  the  delicious  taste  of  tender  beef  without 
worrying  about  fat  content 

LESS  FAT  THAN  CHICKEN  BREAST 

Now  you  can  savor  the  taste  you've  been  craving  without  the  guilt  Montana 
Pride  Natural*  Beef  is  an  excellent  source  of  protein  and  other  vital  nutrients 
like  iron,  zinc,  vitamin  B-12,  niacin  and  riboflavin  Even  better,  Montana  Pride 
has  less  fat  than  a chicken  breast,  is  raised  without  artificial  hormones  and  is 
not  fed  antibiotics.  That's  terrific  news  for  your  taste  buds  and  health 

* C o n l J i n » no  a r 1 1 1 1 1 1 a I i n it  r y d 1 c n t * only  minimally  p r o c c « « v d 


MONTaNa 

PRiDe 

NaTURaL 

BeeE 


WE  ACCEPT 

ATM  Cards 
MasterCard  & Visa 
Cash  & Checks 
Food  Stamps 


STORE  HOURS 

Monday-Saturday 
9 00  am  - 5 00  pm 
Sundays 

1 0:00  am  -6  00  pm 


Oft 


GOOD  LIFE  GROCERY 


Free  Parking  Across  the  Street 
In  our  Very  Own  Parking  Lot! 

448  CORTLAND  AVENUE  • BERNAL  HEIGHTS  • SAN  FRANCISCO  • 94110 
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1699  Van  \ew  \venue 


San  Francisco,  ( \ V4I0V 


DIAMOND  HEIGHTS.  MVP5505, 000-5580, 000 
Panoramic  views  of  downtown,  the  Bay  and  Ocean, 
This  spectacular  four  bedroom,  three  bath  resi- 
dence, located  on  a quiet  desirable  street  has  hard- 
wood floors,  fireplace,  high-ceilings,  huge  decks, 
hot  tubs,  und  a large  master  suite  with  silting  room. 
Mr.  StafTord/Mr.  Wright  ext  266/219 


GLEN  PARK  $315,000  Price  Reduced!  Charm' 
Three  bedrooms,  two  bath  house,  new  kitchen,  walk- 
out deck,  garden,  garage,  beautifully  staged,  vacant. 

Ms.  Peaeock/Ms.  Ray  ext  243/268 


UPPER  MARKET  5269,000  Sunning  Condo- 
minium has  two  bedrooms,  two  baths,  fireplace, 
garden,  high-ceilings,  deck,  garage,  approx^  1.552 
square  feel.  Ms.  Peacock/Ms.  Ra»  cxl  243/268 

vfj*  rr-  h! 


NOE  VALLEY.  5459.000  3 legal  Victorian  units. 
Upper  2-lcvcl  flat  has  2+bcdrooms,  I hath;  middle 
has  I bedroom;  garden  apartment  has  lbr/lbu,Loisof 
original  detailing,  built-in  cabinets,  and  hardwood 
floors,  Deck,  patio,  and  separate  sioragc/hobby 
studio.  Ms.  Ray/Ms.  Peacock  ext  268/243 


GLEN  PARK  VIEW  HOME.  MN  P $345,000- 
5410.000  Wonderful,  totally  remodelled  home  com- 
bining dramatic  contemporary  design  along  with 
traditional  features  Walkout  garden,  two  fireplaces. 
3 bedrooms.  2.5  baths,  garage,  and  deck 
Ms.  Krkham  ext  297 


VICTORIAN  UNITS  5750,000  Top  upper 
Market  location.  All  updated.  Commercial  plus  4 
bright,  sunny  residential  units  Strong  market 
demand  for  rentals.  Extremely  convenient  location. 
Gross  573,000+ 

Mr.  Brown  ext  225 


NOE  VALLEY  CONDOMINIUM.  5299,000 
Wonderful  top  floor  2 bedroom.  I bath  view  condo- 
minium Remodeled  kitchen,  breakfast  room  & bath. 
Hardwood  floors,  fireplace,  private  deck  with  city 
views  Very  large  landscaped  yard  with  hot  tub  & 
prkg.  Ms.  Taggart/Ms.  Hemingway  ext  300/308 


PRIME  NOE  VALLEY  HOME.  $419,000  Spa 
cious  & bright  Victorian  home  with  abundant  period 
details  combined  with  amodem  well  equipped  kitchen 
and  two  remodeled  baths.  3 large  bedrooms  Land- 
scaped garden,  room  down  & garage. 

Ms.  Taggart/Ms.  Hemingway  ext  300/308 


Metropolitan 
Community 
Church  Finds 
A Home  in 
Noe  Valley 

By  Steve  Steinberg 

The  Golden  Gate  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity Church,  a church  primarily 
serving  the  city's  gay  and  lesbian  com- 
munity, has  found  a new  home  in  Noe 
Valley,  in  a small  storefront  church  at 
1508  Church  St.  next  to  Mia’s  Flowers. 

The  church  is  part  of  the  Universal  Fel- 
lowship of  Metropolitan  Churches,  an  in- 
ternational denomination  founded  in 
1968  which  now  has  250  congregations 
around  the  world,  including  eight  in  the 
Bay  Area. 

The  Golden  Gate  congregation  was 
first  established  in  San  Francisco  in  1983, 
and  has  been  previously  housed  in  sever- 
al sites  rented  from  other  churches  or  or- 
ganizations. At  one  time  the  church  even 
leased  space  in  the  California  Culinary 
Academy  on  Polk  Street. 

“For  the  first  time  we  will  have  our 
own  place."  says  church  pastor  Shama 
Sutherin. 

Though  Golden  Gate  has  leased  its 
new  quarters,  it  holds  an  option  to  buy, 
Sutherin  explains.  She  adds  that  the  con- 
gregation will  have  to  raise  $122,000 
over  the  next  15  months  and  then  anoth- 
er $186,000  in  the  following  three  years 
to  purchase  the  Church  Street  building. 

Formerly  occupied  by  an  Anabaptist 
congregation  whose  members  and  pastor 
relocated  to  Pacifica,  the  building  has  sat 
vacant  for  several  years.  Recently  there 


was  talk  of  the  site  becoming  the  new 
home  for  the  Noe  Valley  Community 
Store,  which  is  facing  eviction  from  its 
present  location  at  29th  and  Sanchez 
streets  (Noe  Valley  Voice  September 
1995).  However,  the  Community  Store 
dropped  the  idea  after  learning  that  the 
building  was  not  zoned  for  commercial 
use.  At  that  point,  the  Golden  Gate  Met- 
ropolitan Community  Church  stepped  in. 

Sutherin,  who  has  been  pastor  of  the 
congregation  for  about  a year,  says  the 
church  has  a distinct  style  of  worship,  re- 
flecting the  religious  diversity  of  its  67 
members. 

“We  have  people  from  all  spiritual 
backgrounds:  Jewish,  Buddhist,  pagan, 
and  Christian."  she  points  out. 

Although  most  of  the  church  members 
are  gay  or  lesbian,  the  church  wants  to  ex- 
tend a welcome  to  the  general  Noe  Val- 
ley population.  "We  invite  people  to  join 
a church  community  where  bigotry  is  not 
okay  and  where  people  can  experience  all 
kinds  of  individuals,”  Sutherin  says. 

The  church  plans  to  form  a perform- 
ance group,  an  HIV  support  group,  and  a 
couples’  enrichment  group. 

Sutherin  hopes  to  make  the  building 
available  to  other  community  and  busi- 
ness groups,  as  well  as  to  keep  the  church 
doors  open  as  much  as  possible.  She  in- 
vites the  neighborhood  to  “stop  by  and 
see  what  we’re  doing  with  the  building." 

So  far,  the  church  has  had  “a  wonder- 
ful reception  in  the  neighborhood,"  the 
39-year-old  pastor  says,  with  lots  of  peo- 
ple coming  by  to  say  hello. 

Services  at  Golden  Gate  will  be  on 
Sundays  at  10:30  a.m.  The  community 
may  also  attend  Friday  prayer  services  at 
1 p.m.  If  you’d  like  more  information. 


call  567-9080. 


Coming  Soon: 

CRUISE  NIGHT 

featuring 

PRINCESS  CRUISES 

Call  for  your  RSVP  date 

Door  prlzosl  Booking  Bonus! 


PLAN  A 1996  VACATION  NOW 
WITH  THESE  PRINCESS  SPECIALS: 

• 7-Day  Alaska  Cruise  from  $899- 

Reserve  your  cabin  now  for  the  '96  season! 

• 12-Day  Europe  Cruise  from  $2595- 

Easy,  all-inclusive  way  to  tour  the  Continent! 

• 13-Day  Baltic  Cruise  from  $3915- 

Fascinating  visits  to  Scandinavia  & Russia! 


550-1899 


•Per  person,  double  occupancy  on  selected  sailings 
Plus  pon  ua  Ship  registry  Britain,  Liberia  & Italy 


jCRUISMi 


YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD 
CRUISE  EXPERTS 


^HOLIDAYS 

1 299  Church  Street  at  25th 


Pastor  Sharna  Sutherin  and  music  director  Eugene  McMullan,  of  the  Golden  Gate  Metropoli- 
tan Community  Church,  plan  to  start  an  HIV  support  group  and  a gay  couples'  group  at  their 
new  location  at  Church  and  27th  streets.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 
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THE 


ONE  STOP 
PARTY  SHOP 


presents 

Halloween  1995 


We're  going  into  our  7th  year, 
so  come  join  us  for  a Monstrous  Good  Time 

Blood-curdling  Masks  • Spooktacular  Make-up 
Fantastic  Costumes  featuring  Batman  & Robin.  Pocahontas. 
Casper.  Power  Rangers  and  many  more ! 

EVERYTHING  YOU  NEED  TO  MAKE 
YOUR  GOULISH  NIGHT  COMPLETE! 

Free  Halloween  Balloon 

with  purchase  of  $2  or  more 
Hours:  11  am  - 8 pm  Monday  - Friday 

10  am  - 8 pm  Saturday  and  Sunday 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th 
824-0414 

Your  “One  Stop 
Halloween  Party  Shop!" 

WE  WILL  BEAT  ANY  PRICE 
IN  TOWN! 


f 


4077  - 24th  Street  (Next  to  Post  Office)  SF,  CA  94114 

(415)  824-7318 


i®*  Color  Film  Processing  - 1 Hour  Service 

Color  Enlargement,  Family  Portrait 

We  Use 

Copy  Old  Photo,  Wedding  Photography 

Passport,  Green  Card  and  Visa  Photos 

os9  Print  from  Slides  and  Negatives 

i) 

Black  & White  Developing 
Enlargements  Up  to  Poster  Size 


OPEN: 

Monday  to  Friday 
9:00  am  - 6:30  pm 
Saturday:  10:00  - 6:30 
Sunday:  10:00  - 5:00 


CONVENIENT 
24  HOURS 
FILM  DROP  BOX 
AT  THE  FRONT  DOOR 


N O E 


VALLEY 


U S 


Just  for  Fun 

tC*  t iciu/)/)/e(/oo{//ew 

We  have  a full  selection  of  make  up.  decorations. 

candles,  wigs,  and  accessories 
to  enhance  your  favorite  and  most 
daring  and  dubious  counter 
personality  for  this  Jfallofoeen! 

- On  their  way  are  costumes  for  our 
favorite  4-legged  friends! 

Don’t  forget  ^11  faints  Jftgljt 
party  invitations  and  supplies! 

Don’t  delay,  come  in  today  for  the  best  and  most 
complete  selection  of  frtgljt  ntgljt  regalia. 

3982  24-th  Street  • Noe  Valley 
Open  Seven  Days  a Week 
28S-4068 
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Lifestyles  of 
The  Local 
And  Artistic 

By  Karol  Barske 

Bring  your  aesthetics  and  your  Christ- 
mas shopping  list  to  Open  Studios, 
Noe  Valley-style.  A variety  of  neighbor- 
hood artists  and  fine  craftspeople,  work- 
ing in  a broad  range  of  media,  will  open 
their  workspaces  to  the  curious  this 
month,  as  part  of  the  city’s  largest  visual 
arts  walking  tour. 

This  year  is  the  20th  anniversary T)f  San 
Francisco  Open  Studios,  sponsored  by 
ArtSpan.  a non-profit  organization  creat- 
ed to  serve  as  a liaison  between  the  city's 
artists  and  the  public. 

For  the  annual  Open  Studios,  the  city 
is  divided  into  four  geographical  seg- 
ments, each  open  a different  weekend  in 
October.  On  the  Oct.  14-15  weekend,  stu- 
dios will  be  open  in  Noe  Valley,  Bernal 
Heights,  Mount  Davidson,  and  the  Cas- 
tro and  Mission  districts. 

In  Noe  Valley  proper  (see  list),  21 
artists  in  16  separate  studios  invite  walk- 
ins  from  1 1 a.m.  to  6 p.m.  both  days.  Five 
painters  will  display  their  artwork  at 
Gallery  Sanchez  in  the  Noe  Valley  Min- 
istry, at  1021  Sanchez  St.  (near  23rd). 

On  Oct.  7-8,  studios  will  be  open  north 
and  west  of  Market  Street,  including  the 
Sunset,  Richmond,  Western  Addition, 
Haight,  Pacific  Heights,  Marina,  Russian 
Hill,  and  North  Beach  neighborhoods. 
The  weekend  of  Oct.  21-22,  locations  in- 
clude studios  south  of  Market  Street  and 
east  of  Highway  1 0 1 . in  the  Civic  Center, 
SOMA,  Potrero  Hill,  and  Bayview  areas. 
Finally,  on  Oct.  28  and  29,  the  Hunters 
Point  Naval  Shipyard  artists  roll  out  the 
red  (or  green  or  chartreuse,  for  that  mat- 
ter) carpet.  Visitors  will  be  welcome  from 
1 1 a.m.  to  6 p.m.  in  all  cases. 

A 125-page  artist  directory,  featuring 
participants’  names,  addresses,  and  tele- 
phone numbers,  plus  photographs  of  each 
artist’s  work  and  biographical  data,  is 


available  for  $10  at  SOMAR  Gallery,  934 
Brannan  St.,  between  8th  and  9th,  or  at 
the  Open  Studios  Store  at  Embarcadero 
Center  downtown. 

To  help  visitors  whittle  down  their 
choices,  SOMAR  Gallery  hosts  a direc- 
tory exhibition,  which  includes  one  piece 
of  work  from  each  artist.  The  show  will 
open  with  a public  reception  Thursday, 
Oct.  5,  from  6 to  9 p.m.,  and  will  run 
through  Oct.  29.  Gallery  hours  are  Tues- 
day through  Friday,  noon  to  4 p.m.,  and 
10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  Saturdays  and  Sundays. 

For  maps  and  further  information,  call 
ArtSpan  at  861-9838.  □ 


Noe  Valley  Artists 

Painting 

1.  Jenny  Badger 

1696  Sanchez  St. 

Henry  D.  Sultan 

1696  Sanchez  Si. 

2.  Ronan  D.  Bern 

1183  Church  St. 

3.  Wynne  Hayakawa 

233  27th  St. 

4.  Amy  Lindsay 

4071  23rd  St. 

5.  Lisette  Lugo  Koenig 

1 125  Dolores  St. 

6.  Linde 

1340  Dolores  St. 

7.  Suzanne  Radcliffe 

207  30th  St. 

Painting  at  Gallery  Sanchez 

8.  Shannon  K.  Abbey 

Hilary  Mills  Lambert 

Jeneieve  McDonald 

Rebecca  Faxon  Osgood 

Pamela  Powell 

1021  Sanchez  St. 

Drawing 

9.  Alita  Blanc 

4089  25th  St. 

10.  Michael  Markowitz 

3747  23rd  St. 

Printmaking 

11.  Barbara  Winer 

819  Alvarado  St. 

Photography 

12.Char  Marie  Flood 

327  Jersey  St. 

Computer 

13.  Eleanor  Kent 

544  Hill  St. 

Ceramics 

14.  Jane  Austin 

413  Duncan  St. 

Jewelry 

15.Jewels 

1006  Noe  St.  #1 

Glass 

16. Gale  Davis 

1215  Castro  St. 

Painter  Hilary  Lambert  will  hang  up  her  watercolor  "Baseball"  as  part  of  San  Francisco  Open 
Studios,  featuring  Noe  Valley  artists  the  weekend  of  Oct.  14-15 
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by  Karol  Barske 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  cntd  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441  1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco  94109 


at 

Get  Thee  to  the  Nunnery 

905  Clement  Street 
at 

10th  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  Ca  94118 
752  8889 


Victorian 
Garden  |fy 

Bed  & Breakfast  • Noe  Valley 
26th  Street  (between  Sancbez  £ Noe) 


Suite  with  kitchen  — 
Private  entrance  and  bathroom 

415  206-1999 


Estate  Jewelry,  Watcher,  Fine  Art 
Antique s e3  Collectibles 


3870  24th  Street 
Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco 


415.648.3307 

pager: 

415.809.6300 


Fine  Watch  e3  Jewelry  Repair 
Engraving,  Watch  Batteries  e3  Bands 


new  and  used  clothing  for  men  & women 

JEWELRY  AND  ACCESSORIES 

Come  see  our  new  image  for  Fall! 

REMODELED,  ALL  NEW  STOCK 
COATS  & JACKETS  FOR  FALL  AND  WINTER 

Open  7 Days  a Week  • Tarot  readings  by  appointment 

1320  Castro  Street  (between  24th  and  jersey)  282-0722 
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Why  Go 
Downtown ? 


FREE 

HAIRCUT 

WITH  COLOR 
SERVICE 


New  customers  only 


T£5T>|  DUKX 

, nxiLnuoio  ^ 

1515  Church  sjt.  4 1 5-642-0300 

Coniplinien  ta  r\/ 
Consultation.* 


Open  Tuesday  — Friday  10  am- 8 pm  Sat.  9 am— 6 pm 


Cindy  Pi va  648-5 161 

The  specialist  in  healthy  hands  and  feet. 

Come  in  and  enjoy  a relaxing,  soothing  and 
healing  manicure  or  pedicure.  Consultations 
on  hand  and  foot  care  are  complementary. 

1401  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 
in  Mylene’s  Salon 


■W.W-W. 


3872  24TH  STREET  at  sanchez 

(415)  647-3334 

1206  MASONIC  at  haight 

(415)  626-9111 

3218  FILLMORE  at  lombard 

(415)  922-1955 

Also  in  Mill  Valley,  Palo  Alto, 
San  Rafael  and  Berkeley 


NOE  VALLEY  ON  MY  MIND 


NOE  VALLEY 
AUTO  WORKS,  INC. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN 
REPAIR  OF... 


CHECK  ENGINE  LIGHT 
DRIVEABILITY  PROBLEMS 
FUEL  INJECTION  PROBLEMS 
ELECTRICAL 

COMPUTER  CONTROL  SYSTEMS 
AIR  CONDITION  REPAIRS 


TIRE  SALE 


DUNLOP  SP4-Steel  Belted  Radial 
40,000  Mile  Limited  Tread  Wear  Warranty 


155 SR13 

$36.99 

185/70  SR  14 

$42.99 

165  SR  13 

. $37.99 

195/70  SRI 4 

$45.99 

175/70  SRI  3.. 

.$39.99 

165  SRI  5 

$45.99 

185/70  SRI  3... 

$40.99 

DUNLOP  D60/A2  Steel  Belted  Radial 
40,000  Mile  Limited  Tread  Wear  Warranty 

1 85/60  HR14 $58.99  1 95/60  HR  1 5 $62.99 

1 95/60  HR1 4 $60.99  205/60  HR1 5 $65.99 


ASE 

Certified 

Master 

Technicians 

Guaranteed 
Auto  Repair 


WE  OFFER 


BRAKE  REPAIR 
CLUTCH  REPAIR 
COMPUTER  ALIGNMENT 
DIAGNOSIS  & REPAIR 
ELECTRONIC  TUNE-UP 
OIL  CHANGE 

SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE 

SMOG  INSPECTION 

STRUT  & SHOCK 
REPLACEMENT 

TIRE  REPAIR 

WHEEL  BALANCING 

WE  CARRY 


IRELLI 

GOODrYEAR 

JTYOKOHAMA 

StnmcESTonE 


With  this 
Coupon  Receive 


- Special  Introductory  Offer - 


1 5%  OFF 

(excluding  tires  and  smog  inspections,  expires  October  31.  1995) 


Labor  and  Parts 
to  New 
Customers. 


641-9200 


NOE  VALLEY  AUTO  WORKS 

Urt..lc5?.24  i St , (between  Noe  & Castro),  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
HOURS:  Monday  thru  Friday  7:30am  to  6:00pm,  Saturday  8:30  to  5 00pm 


Be  Part  of 
the  Solution 


Learn  How  to  Reduce  Your 


Own  Contribution  to 
Pollution  and  Waste  with 

The  Sustainable 
City  Project 


Free  Environmental  Training 

775-0396 


Come  visit  us 
at 

1420  Castro  Street 
between  Jersey  & 25th 

Professional  Cleaners 
3 HOUR  SERVICE 
We  operate  our  own  plant 


VERY  CONVENIENT 
LOCATION 


Monday-Friday,  7:30-6:30 
Sat  8:30-6:00 
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October  on  16th  Street 

The  16th  Street  Neighborhood  Associ- 
ation announces  its  third  annual  16th 
Street  October  Celebration,  a month-long 
festival  celebrating  the  vitality  of  the 
North  Mission. 

The  celebration's  diverse  offerings  in- 
clude a sidewalk  fair  and  performing 
artists  extravaganza  hosted  by  the  New 
Performance  Gallery,  3153  17th  St.,  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  1,  2 to  11  p.m.,  and  a salsa 
party  at  the  Women's  Building.  3543  1 8th 
St.,  on  Saturday,  Oct.  7.  starting  at  8 p.m. 

Other  events  include  an  open  air  book 
man  on  16th  and  Valencia  streets  (Oct. 
14);  a history  walk  and  slideshow  at  Ti 
Couz  Creperie,  3108  16th  St.  (Oct.  15, 
9:30  a.m.);  a health  and  safety  fair  at  440 
Valencia  St.  and  3090  16th  St.  (Oct.  21, 
1 1 a.m.  to  2 p.m.);  a concert  by  Coro  His- 
pano  at  Mission  Dolores  Basilica  (Oct. 
22, 4 p.m.);  a raffle  and  rock  'n'  roll  show 
at  Kilowatt.  3160  16th  St.  (Oct.  28.  7 
p.m.);  and  a children's  Halloween  cos- 
tume parade  on  Oct.  31.  starting  at  St. 
John’s  Church.  Julian  at  15th  streets. 

Says  neighborhood  merchant  Peter 
Athanas.  "People  should  come  to  have 
fun  and  to  see  a part  of  the  city  they  may 
not  visit  much.  The  North  Mission  is  a 
whole  different  world.  We  have  lots  of 
arts,  theater  groups,  and  restaurants." 

For  a complete  listing  of  events,  call 
522-9535. 


Halloween  Haunts 

Don  your  masks.  Batman  and  Poca- 
hontas. The  neighborhood’s  infamous 
haunted  houses  are  stirring  up  a wicked 
witches'  brew  this  Halloween  season. 

The  terror  begins  Oct.  27  - 29.  when 
kids  can  have  their  blood  chilled  three 
nights  in  a row  at  tfie  1 1th  annual  Scare 
House  sponsored  by  Scare  House  Pro- 
ductions, St.  Paul's  School,  and  the  city’s 
Recreation  and  Park  Department. 

Ghosts,  take  note:  the  Scare  House  has 
changed  locations,  and  this  year  will  be 
held  at  300  Valley  St.,  formerly  St.  Paul’s 
Primary  School.  The  doors  will  creak 
open  from  6 to  9 p.m.,  at  a cost  of  $3  per 
goblin  (ages  8 and  older). 

Kevin  Black,  recreation  director  at  Up- 
per Noe  Rec  Center,  says,  "Our  house  is 
a combination  of  a lot  of  scary  scenes  and 
live  monsters.  It’s  been  well  received  over 
the  years,  with  more  than  1 .000  people 
coming  through.” 

Adults  who  want  to  don  a disguise, 
decorate  a dungeon,  or  dig  a grave  are 
cruelly  invited  to  join  in  the  fun.  Call 
Black  at  695-501 1. 

On  Halloween  night,  Tuesday,  Oct.  3 1 , 
from  5 to  8 p.m.,  neighborhood  realtor 
and  part-time  sorceress  Marilyn  Lucas 
will  host  her  15th  annual  Noe  Valley 
Haunted  House  at  3 1 1 Hoffman  Ave.  (be- 
tween 24th  and  Elizabeth  streets). 

The  First  300  brave  souls  to  fall  into  her 
clutches  will  receive  a treat  bag  and  be  al- 
lowed to  explore  a creepy  Amazon  forest 
(where  only  the  leeches  can  hear  you 
scream!).  You’ll  also  discover  why  the 
Old  Captain  says  mysteriously,  "You  can 
always  tell  by  the  eyelashes!" 

Adults  who  would  like  to  get  in  touch 
with  their  inner  monster  are  invited  to 
volunteer  by  calling  the  Amazon  Priest- 
ess at  Lucas  Realty,  285-6265.  But  once 
you  do,  beware — it’ll  be  written  in  blood. 
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Join  us  for  the  Grand  Opening  of  TerraMia  Noe  Valley, 
where  you  can  hand  decorate  your  own  pottery. 


Come  in  with  this  ad 
and  receive  one  free  hour 
of  studio  time. 

Limit  one  per  person, 

Offer  expires  November  30.  1995. 


4037  24th  Street  (between  Noe  & Castro) 
telephone:  MIA*9911 

also:  2122  Union  Street  (between  Webster  & Fillmore) 
telephone:  351 'CLAY 

No  reservations  or  appointments  necessary. 

Open  studios  are  available  for  private  events  and  parties. 

Open  Tuesday-Friday  12  pm-8  pm 
Saturday  & Sunday  10  am-6  pm 
We  are  closed  Mondays. 


Star  Chamber  Music 

Some  stars  of  classical  music  are  con- 
joining at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  15,  at  5 p.m.,  for  the  second 
annual  Gala  Benefit  Concert  and  Cham- 
pagne Reception  for  the  Noe  Valley 
Chamber  Music  Series,  which  began  its 
fall/winter  season  of  monthly  presenta- 
tions last  month. 

The  performers  include  Steve  Dibner, 
associate  principal  bassoonist  with  the 
San  Francisco  Symphony,  and  cellist  Jen- 
nifer Culp.  Culp  and  Dibner  will  offer  a 
rarely  heard  duet  by  Mozart,  and  Dibner 
will  team  up  with  oboist  Roger  Weis- 
meyer  and  pianist  Jonathan  Bley  for  a 
more  contemporary  trio  by  Poulenc. 

In  addition,  Bley  will  lead  a Beethoven 
piano  trio  accompanied  by  Culp  and  vio- 
linist Felicia  Moye,  and  there  are  rumors 
of  Barber  and  other  surprises. 

Series  music  director  Karen  Heather 
notes  that  “word  is  getting  out  [about  the 
series),  and  we're  right  on  the  edge  of 
reaching  a different  level."  She  advises 
patrons  to  call  her  at  282-2317  before 
benefit  tickets  sell  out.  Callers  will  also 
get  to  hear  news  about  upcoming  concerts 
continuing  through  January  at  the  Min- 
istry, located  at  1021  Sanchez  St. 

A Chattanooga  Music  Salon 

If  you  like  listening  to  music  in  an  in- 
timate salon  setting,  the  "Chattanooga 
Chamber  Music"  series  may  be  for  you. 
The  concerts  will  be  held  on  select  Sun- 
day afternoons  at  3 p.m..  in  the  home  of 
Kathy  and  Mark  Perl,  152  Chattanooga 
St.  (between  Dolores  and  Church  and 
22nd  and  23rd  streets). 

"We  started  the  series  to  give  perform- 
ers an  acoustically  interesting  place  to 
perform,"  says  Kathy. 

"I’m  a harpsichordist  who  performs 


once  each  series.  We  want  to  provide  an 
opportunity  for  people  to  hear  early  mu- 
sic in  its  original  setting,  the  salon.  Rather 
than  being  a spectator,  the  listener  is  sur- 
rounded by  the  music.  Our  home  has 
great  acoustics — 12-foot  ceilings  and  a 
long  hall.  With  the  advent  of  compact 
discs,  people  are  so  thrilled  with  the 
sound  they  hear  at  home  that  they  tend  to 
minimize  hearing  live  music  these  days. 
We  hope  to  renew  interest  in  going  to  live 
concerts  and  hearing  music." 

The  series  focuses  on  early  music  up 
through  the  classical  period,  all  played  on 
early  classical  instruments.  Two  concerts 
are  planned  for  this  month. 

On  Oct.  I,  the  music  of  Turini,  Vitali, 
Purcell,  and  Handel  will  be  performed  by 
Jaap  Schroeder  and  Elizabeth  Blumen- 
stock  on  violin.  Elisabeth  LeGuin  on 
baroque  cello,  and  Elaine  Thornburgh  on 
harpsichord. 

On  Oct.  29,  the  Ensemble  San  Souci 
will  perform  pieces  by  Rameau.  Bois- 
mortier,  Marais,  and  LeClair. 

Tickets  are  $10.  and  reservations  are  a 
good  idea,  says  Kathy.  "Last  season  we 
had  waiting  lists,  since  we  only  have 
room  for  50  people."  Give  her  a call  at 
641-0940  if  you  would  like  to  attend. 

Take  Your  Pick  of  Walks 

October  is  Neighborhoods  Month  at 
San  Francisco  City  Guides,  so  now ’s  your 
chance  to  explore  the  history,  architec- 
ture, legend,  and  lore  of  Noe  Valley  and 
other  neighborhoods  throughout  the  city. 

City  Guides  will  lead  36  walks — 129 
tours  in  all — along  the  streets,  sidewalks, 
and  byways  of  neighborhoods  all  over 
San  Francisco.  The  walking  tour  of  Noe 
Valley  is  scheduled  for  Saturday.  Oct.  1 4. 
at  10  a.m.  You  can  meet  your  guide,  who 

Continued  on  Page  22 


your  neighborhood  natural  food  store 


October  Specials 

Stock  up  on  all  your 

trick  or  treat  goodies 

Panda  Licorice  7 oz.  boxes 

Regular  and  Raspberry 

reg.  $2.25  ea.  SALE  $1.69  ea. 

Tropical  Source  Changemakers 

Dairy 'free  chocolate 

4 flavors  reg.  29^  ea.  SALE  5 FOR  $1.00 


The  produce  department  has 
a fresh  selection 
of  figs , apples  and  pears 


Real  Food  Company  2 ■ 3939  24th  St  ■ 282*9500 
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Continued  from  Page  2! 

will  be  wearing  a badge,  at  the  comer  of 
Noe  and  25th  streets. 

Other  nearby  walks  will  take  place  in 
the  Fairmount  neighborhood,  beginning 
at  10  a.m.  on  Sunday,  Oct.  1 5,  at  the  Glen 
Park  Library,  653  Chenery  St.;  in  the  Lib- 
erty Hill  area,  on  Sunday.  Oct.  22,  begin- 
ning at  2 p.m.,  at  the  northeast  comer  of 
Liberty  and  Dolores;  and  in  the  Mission 
District  on  two  Saturdays,  Oct.  4 and  28. 
starting  out  at  1 1 a.m.  from  Flynn  Ele- 
mentary School,  at  Precita  and  Harrison. 

A printed  schedule  of  this  month’s 
walks  is  available  at  all  San  Francisco 
branch  libraries  and  at  the  San  Francisco 
Convention  & Visitors  Bureau/Visitor 
Center  in  Hallidie  Plaza  at  Market  and 
Powell  streets.  A schedule  can  also  be  ob- 
tained by  sending  a stamped,  self-ad- 
dressed envelope  to  City  Guides,  c/o 


Friends  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Li- 
brary, Main  Library,  Civic  Center.  San 
Francisco,  CA  94102. 

All  tours  are  free,  although  donations 
will  be  kindly  accepted  to  support  the 
City  Guides  program,  a group  of  1 85  vol- 
unteers sponsored  by  the  Friends  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library. 

Recycled  Water  Wet  and  Wild 

San  Francisco’s  Water  Department  is 
currently  exploring  ways  to  use  recycled 
water — highly  treated  wastewater — for 
such  things  as  fire  fighting,  flushing  toi- 
lets, industrial  cooling,  and  irrigating  the 
city  ’s  golf  courses  and  parks. 

Under  one  proposed  plan,  recycled  wa- 
ter would  be  pumped  into  three  new  un- 
derground reservoirs  in  the  Sunset  Dis- 
trict, after  undergoing  treatment  at  a new 
treatment  plant  near  the  Zoo. 

Early  next  year  the  city  will  issue  an 
environmental  impact  report  on  the  new 
project,  as  well  as  new  water  and  ground- 
water  master  plans.  All  three  documents 
will  be  subject  to  revision  over  the  next 
several  months.  Pending  Board  of  Super- 


Architecture & Planning 

• Remodeling,  additions,  and  new  buildings 

• Local  practitioner;  neigliborhtxxi-spccific 


gn 

Variance  applications,  Planning  approvals, 
and  Building  Permits 

Free  initial  consultation;  What  do  you 
have  in  mind? 

Stephen  P.  Johnston , AIA 

240  Fair  Oaks  Street 
San  Francisco , CA.  04110 
(415)  282.6344 


// 


Sue 

saved 

our 


sanity 1 
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Make  the  best  choice ... 
Choose  Sue  Borsian 


Sue  Borsian 

4128  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  C A 94114 

415-550-1302  x202 


visors’  approval,  the  recycled  water  pro- 
gram will  be  placed  on  the  November 
1996  ballot. 

To  explain  what  recycled  water  is  all 
about,  and  to  gather  suggestions  and  com- 
ments on  the  plan  from  residents,  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  and  the  Fire  Department  will  pre- 
sent a slideshow  at  the  Oct.  1 2 meeting  of 
the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley.  The  meeting 
will  be  held  at  the  Noe  Valley  - Sally 
Brunn  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

For  information,  contact  Julie  Ortiz  of 
DPW's  Public  Affairs  at  989-1446. 


CJass  for  Gays  in  Midlife 

A free  four-week  course.  "Issues  of 
Gay  Midlife:  Planning  Creative  New  Di- 
rections,” will  be  offered  through  San 
Francisco  Community  College  starting 
Tuesday.  Oct.  24,  at  6:30  p.m.  Among  the 
topics  to  be  dicussed  are  career  changes, 
recovery,  grief  and  loss,  coming  out,  ad- 
justing to  body  changes,  sexuality,  and 
spirituality. 

Instructor  Paul  D.  Zak,  L.C.S.  W.,  says. 


“Because  I’m  in  midlife  myself  and  a gay 
man.  I’ve  done  a lot  of  research  into  these 
areas.  There  is  very  little  written  about  gay 
midlife.  I’m  interested  in  helping  others 
explore  what  this  is  about.  I hope  that 
people  will  have  validation  for  issues 
they’re  going  through  as  midlife  gay  men 
and  get  support  from  one  another.” 

The  classes  will  be  held  at  Everett 
Middle  School,  450  Church  St.  For  in- 
formation, call  Zak  at  585-7662. 


This  month's  Short  Takes  were  written 
and  compiled  by  Michele  Lynn,  Jeff 
Kaliss,  and  Jane  Underwood. 


GREAT 
MASSAGE 

■ Pam  Relief 

■ Sports/Training  Injury 

■ Stress  Reduction 
UTILIZING 

STEVEN  ARTHUR  * Swedish 
sen  • Deep  Tissue 

□U  • Somatics 

licensed  and  certifieo  ■ Neuromuscular  Therapy 


Having  trouble  choosing 
a frame? 


Don't  let  our 
wide  variety 
scare  you! 


You  won't 
have  a ghost 
of  a chance  finding  better 
service  than  at  Vasquez  Optical. 


Noe  Valley's  Largest  Optical 
and  Hearing  Center 

Where  quality  is 
your  best  value 

Monday-Friday  10:30-6:30 
Saturday  10:00-5:00 

1309  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)  206-2080 


VASQUEZ 

OPTICAL 
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Alex  Sadovoi.  Ivan  Bajinov.and  Misha  Koutouzov  form  a Russian  entrepreneurial  troika  at  Misha’s  Interiors  on  24th  Street.  Photo  byTomWachs 


Misha’s 

Time- 

Honored  Past 

By  Jeff  Kaliss 

Walk  inside  Misha’s  at  3870  24th  St. 

between  Vicksburg  and  Sanchez, 
gaze  around  at  the  timepieces,  furnish- 
ings. and  collectibles,  and  be  prepared  for 
a trip  through  time  and  space. 

The  first  thing  you  may  notice  are  the 
clocks,  all  of  them  faithfully  reflecting 
not  only  the  hour  of  the  day.  but  the  ele- 
gance and  craft  of  bygone  eras.  The  8>/2- 
foot-tall  grandfather  clock  from  Scotland. 
with  the  swinging  pendulum  and  ponder- 
ous gong,  was  made  200  years  ago.  Sev- 
eral ornate  but  technologically  perfect  pock- 
et watches  from  Germany  were  made  dur- 
ing the  Second  World  War. 

Then  if  you  listen  in  on  the  discussions 
between  the  three  young  men  who  run  the 
place,  you  may  recognize  the  exotic  mouth- 
filling  consonants  and  exaggerated  vow- 
els of  the  Russian  language. 

Owner  Misha  Koutouzov  and  manag- 
er Ivan  Bajinov.  both  30,  are  from  St. 
Petersburg.  Technician  Alex  Sadovoi,  26, 
is  from  Khabarovsk,  at  the  opposite  end 
of  the  Russian  Republic,  near  the  Pacific 
Ocean. 

"It’s  nice  people  around  here,’’  says 
Sadovoi  with  a boyish  grin.  “Somebody 
bring  interesting  watches  and  clocks  I for 
repair],  and  they  all  help  me  with  the  lan- 
guage.’’ 

In  return,  adds  Bajinov.  "A  lot  of  peo- 
ple come  in  and  tell  us  we  make  a contri- 
bution to  the  life  of  the  neighborhood." 

Bajinov ’s  greater  fluency  in  English 
qualifies  him  as  the  store’s  public  rela- 
tions man.  "We  have  a lot  of  friends  in  the 
neighborhood  now,  including  the  ‘bench 
people’  from  Martha’s  next  door,"  he  says. 

Koutouzov  first  opened  Misha’s  Inte- 
riors in  a spot  around  the  comer  on  San- 
chez Street  a couple  of  years  ago.  "It  was 
a very  small  space,"  he  recounts,  and  the 
store  carried  "pretty  much  only  furniture. 
Later  on  I started  having  jewelry  and  watch- 
es. I found  a way  to  get  the  merchandise 
from  all  over  this  country,  and  also  from 
out  of  the  country,  mostly  in  Europe." 

His  expanding  inventory  prompted 
him  to  hire  Bajinov  and  Sadovoi  and 
move  into  the  larger  24th  Street  space  for- 
merly occupied  by  Isa’s  for  Men. 

Bajinov  and  Koutouzov,  who  are  dis- 
tant cousins,  knew  each  other  slightly 
back  in  St.  Petersburg,  when  the  Com- 
munists were  still  in  power  and  the  city 
was  still  called  Leningrad.  Koutouzov 
then  worked  in  furniture  restoration  at  the 
world-famous  Hermitage  Museum,  and 
Bajinov  was  a tour  guide. 

"I  was  bom  and  went  to  school  under 
Brezhnev,  and  I started  studying  English 
when  I was  about  9,"  recounts  Bajinov. 
“Brezhnev  died  when  I was  in  my  second 
year  in  the  army,  and  people  were  pretty 
happy,  because  he  was  old  and  didn’t  re- 
ally know  what  he  was  doing.  Gorbachev 


carefully  selected  hand  crafted  works 

to  enhance  the  beauty  of  your 
garden  and  patio 

Aik  about  free  delivery 
In  Noe  Valley 


for  a free  brochure 

415  282  2427 

Garden  Jazz  San  Francisco  California 


was  a lot  younger,  and  that  was  a good 
thing.  There  was  an  improvement.  I had 
a good  feeling  about  him. 

"But  then  I left . . It  was  a very  spon- 
taneous decision.  Someone  said.  ‘Do  you 
want  to  be  an  international  camp  coun- 
selor?’, and  it  was  a chance  to  come  over 
to  New  York,  so  I grabbed  it.  Then  a 
friend  of  mine  from  England  said,  ‘Let’s 
go  to  San  Francisco  and  check  it  out,’  and 
1 said  okay.  I found  Misha  here  by  acci- 
dent; we  stayed  at  the  same  hotel." 

Sadovoi’s  experience  in  repairing  time- 
pieces dates  back  to  early  adolescence, 
when  his  watchmaker  father  began  to 
teach  him.  “From  the  beginning,"  recalls 
Sadovoi,  "he  gave  me  an  alarm  clock,  and 
I fixed  that  during  holiday.  Next  day  I 
fixed  two  alarm  clocks,  and  next  day 
three.  Next  holiday  he  gave  me  a mantle 
clock.  I fixed  that.  And  for  about  two 
years,  (he  gave  me]  grandfather  clocks 
and  wall  clocks. 

"After  that,  he  taught  me  to  make  little 
clocks  and  pocket  watches,  and  I spent 
about  three  years  on  that.  He  gave  me  all 
of  what  he  could,  and  now  I think  I can 
fix  any  watch.” 

His  colleague  Bajinov  confirms  that 


Sadovoi  "is  one  of  the  best  in  the  busi- 
ness. Some  very  well-known  collectors 
and  watch  dealers  bring  complicated 
clocks  and  watches  to  be  repaired  here.  A 
little  while  ago,  Alex  was  working  on  an 
18th-century  clock  watch,  and  he  had  to 
custom-make  a microscopic  part.  Now  it 
works.  It  chimes,"  Bajinov  says. 

There  are  watches  for  sale  too,  and  al- 
though Misha’s  does  not  specialize  in  any 
time  period  or  geographical  area,  many  of 
the  timepieces  were  made  in  Russia  in  the 
1910s  and  ’20s. 

The  shop  also  repairs  and  sells  jewel- 
ry, porcelain,  silver,  coins,  crystal,  and 
enough  furniture  and  rugs  to  fumish  a 
modest  Victorian  mansion  in  high  style. 
A special  section  showcases  cameras  dat- 
ing from  the  1 880s  to  the  1 940s. 

"I  have  some  people  who  are  just 
bringing  stuff  to  me  because  they  know 
I’m  looking  for  a particular  style  or  age." 
notes  Koutouzov.  “And  I want  to  go  around 
this  country  and  find  rare  pieces,  so  we’re 
planning  a trip  to  Philadelphia  soon." 

Bajinov \s  mother  and  his  father — the 
famous  sculptor  Victor  Bajinov  — still 
live  in  Russia  and  don’t  share  their  son’s 
desire  to  emigrate.  "When  I was  leaving. 


they  did  not  have  private  property,  and 
now  they  do."  says  Bajinov.  "But  I think 
it  may  be  more  expensive  there  than  here. 
Sometimes  I watch  Russian  news  on  ca- 
ble. and  it’s  a mess  as  far  as  I can  tell." 

Some  American  consumers,  he  reports, 
"are  pretty  conservative  about  spending, 
because  the  things  we  have  are  not  of  the 
first  necessity."  However,  "as  far  as  watch 
prices  go.  we  are  at  least  30  percent  low- 
er than  our  main  competitor  (Paris  1925 
on  Union  Street],  and  our  watch  repair  is 
very  competitive  in  price.” 

This  Russian  entrepreneurial  troika 
conserves  resources  by  sharing  a resi- 
dence near  City  College.  The  three  im- 
migrants would  like  to  see  more  of  Cali- 
fornia and  the  U.S.  And  they'd  also  like 
a few  weeks  to  visit  their  homeland.  But 
whatever  homesickness  still  plagues 
them  now  has  to  be  treated  by  occasion- 
al trips  to  the  Little  Russia  restaurant  on 
Geary  Street,  and  drop-ins  from  other 
transplanted  Russians  such  as  Voice  dis- 
tributor Misha  Yagudin. 

“We  spend  a lot  of  time  in  this  store," 
sighs  Bajinov.  "We're  open  seven  days  a 
week,  and  it’s  becoming  very  hard  to  find 
a day  off."  □ 


Lunch 

and 

Dinner 


PASTA  • VEAL  • CHICKEN  • STEAK  • SEAFOOD 


NEW!  OLD  MACDONALD  Marinated  Chicken,  Fresh  Garlic,  Onions, 
Mushrooms  and  Tomatoes  $1115  $14  05  $17  45  $2135 

NE W!  CLEOPATRA  Grilled  Eggplant,  Sun-dried  Tomatoes, 

Fresh  Garlic,  Feta  Cheese  (Your  choice  of  Pesto  Sauce  or  Tomato 
Sauce)  $1115  $14.05 $17.45 $2135 

NEW!  JOLLY  GREEN  GIANT  Broccoli,  Zucchini,  Fresh  Garlic.  Onions, 
Mushrooms  and  Tomatoes  $11.15  $14  05  $1745  $21.35 


LUNCH  SPECIALS 

From  1 1 30  am  (Served  all  day) 

Pizza  by  the  Slice 

...$200 

Each  additional  item. . 

50 

Mini  Salad 

2.00 

1/2  order  Spaghetti  ... 

4 00 

1/2  order  Ravioli 

5.00 

Side  of  Fresh  Vegetables. 3 25 

Large  French  Fries 

1.75 

PICK-UP  OR  DELIVERY  ONLY 


$3  OFF 

ANY  WAGON  WHEEL 
COMBO  PIZZA 

WITH  3 OR  MORE  TOPPINGS 

Please  mention  ad  when  calling  with  this  coupon 


PICK-UP  OR  DELIVERY  ONLY  1 

1 PICK-UP  OR  DELIVERY  ONLY 

DINE-IN  ONLY 

$1  OFF 

ANY  MEDIUM  COMBO  PIZZA 

WITH  3 OR  MORE  TOPPINGS 

: Please  mention  ad  when  calling  with  this  coupon 

$2  OFF 

ANY  LARGE  COMBO  PIZZA 

WITH  3 OR  MORE  TOPPINGS 

i Please  mention  ad  when  calling  with  this  coupon  ■ 

$5.00  OFF 

COMPLETE  DINNERS  FOR  TWO. 

including  Soup  and  Salad. 
Applies  to  every  two  members  ol  your  party. 

With  this  coupon 

Coupons  cannot  w combined 


HAYSTACK  PIZZA  RESTAURANT  • 647-1929 

Open  from  11:30  am  daily  • 7 days  a week 
3881  24th  Street,  San  Francisco  (between  Sanchez  & Vicksburg) 
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WIUED  BUSINESS 


• SUBARU  • TOYOTA  • NISSAN  • MAZDA 
• HONDA  • GM  • FORD  • CHRYSLER 
Complete  Domestic  and  Foreign  Car  Service  and  Repair 
Tires  • Alignments  • Brakes  • Shocks  • Suspensions 


APPROVE!) 

AUTOfiEPiin 


Mon-Fri  8:00-5:30 

550-2400 


AFFORDABLE 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Brief  (six  session)  individual 
therapy  for  reduced  fees. 
Avoid  waiting  lists  and 
insurance  red  tape. 

Phyllis  Klein  LCSW  468-5593 
Eighteen  years  of  experience 


PIANO  LESSONS 

with 

FOR  CHILDREN  OF  ALL  AGES 

• clattfcal.  )an,  bluti 

• patltnt.  tun,  •ncouraging 

FOR  A0ULTS  OF  ALL  LEVELS 

• 4 tomprvhemivT  approach  to  pit 

• trading,  theory,  retraining 

• developing  overall  mutlcianthip 

20  year*  Mpi.irnif  including  * 
tun  on  the  faculty  tf  the  Dutch 
National  (ontervatory.  Holland 
Member.  Mum  Teacher*  Itiecation 
of  Californio 

DEBBIE 

PORYES 

A musician  who 
enjoys  teaching 

415  648-3638 

Noe  Valley  Deli 

4007  24th  Street  at  Noe 

824-8373 

Fresh  Turkey  & Roast  Beef  Sandwiches 
Homemade  Falafel 
Fresh  Salads 

ALL  MADE  DAILY 

Open  Monday  - Saturday  9 am  - 7 pm 
Sunday  10am  - 6 pm 


THINK  GLOBALLY  SHOP  LOCALLY 


PERSONAL  MAILBOXES 


SECURE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONSISTENT 


SPECIAL  RENTAL  RATES* 

3 Months  (min.) 

6 Months 

12  Months 

Small 

$39 

$78 

$130 

Medium 

$54 

$108 

$180 

Large 

$84 

$168 

$280 

Services  Provided  with  Mail  Box  Rental: 

Use  of  street  address  • UPS  and  other  carriers'  packages  received  for  you 
Call  in  mail  check  • 24-hour  access*  • Mail  forwarding* 

Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

4104-24th  Street  (at  Castro) 


Mon-Fri  8am-6pm  • Sat  10am-5pm 
(415)  824-1070  • Fax  (415)  824-1072 

* Deposits  required  All  rates  subject  to  change  without  notice 


UPS  & FEDERAL  EXPRESS  AUTHORIZED  SHIPPING  OUTLET 


XEROX  COLOR 

LASER  COPIES 


Mail  Box  Rentals 
UPS/FED  EX/DHL 
Shipping  Supplies 
Moving  Supplies 
Custom  Packing 


Other  Services 

Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Voice  Mail 
Fingerprinting 
Computer  Rentals 


High  Speed  Copiers 
Fax  Service 
Spiral  Binding 
Business  Cards 
Rubber  Stamps 


UPS  & FEDERAL  EXPRESS  AUTHORIZED  SHIPPING  OUTLET 


Mail  Boxes  Etc  • Mon-Fri  8am-6pm  • Sat  10am-5pm 

4104-24th  Street  (at  Castro)  (415)  824-1070  . Fax  (415)  824-1072 


ROBERT’S 
^ QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  • Exterior 

Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1 Q85 

“NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie  #526359  553-3838 


Susan  Sells  Noe  Valley 


M.  Susan  Hughes 

Real  Estate  Broker 


415-824-1533 

direct  line 

664-9175x233 

voice  mail  pager 


* i 

• < 

f'lMl 

: 

• « 

i| 

TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  handyperson 
Denny  Giovannoli 


Open  M-F  8:30-6:00 
Sat  9-5 
Sun  11-3 


TllfiT 


3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 
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SENIOR 

XING 


A Silent  Civic  Reminder  suggests  patience  when  pulling  up  to  the  stop  sign  at  30th  and  Dolores  streets.  Our  neighbors  on  their  way  to  30th  Street  Senior  Center  appreciate  drivers 
who  give  them  that  extra  three  seconds  to  move  to  safety.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


ANTIQUES  & TEA  ROOM 


Now  at  2 Locations 

1195  Church  Street  1201  Mariposa 
San  Francisco  San  Francisco 

415  648-5895  415  864-2180 

M&  M’s  EXCHANGE 

ANTIQUES  AND  USED 

4*  4*  4*  4*  4* 

We  offer  a wide  range  of  quality  antiques  & used 
furniture  for  all  needs  at  affordable  prices. 

Dressers,  Dining  Sets,  Desks,  Cabinets,  Bedroom 
Sets,  Chairs,  Lighting,  Collectibles  & More 

Stock  Changes  Daily 
BUY  • SELL  • TRADE 
1000  Sanchez  Street  (at  23rd  Street)  642-0333 


VALLEY 


That's  alxiut  how  many  homes  Paul  anil 
I have  helped  our  clients  buy  anil  sell  in 
Noe  Valley,  Glen  Park  and  Hemal  Heights  in  our  collective 
24  years  of  experience.  It's  no  wonder.  With  grand  Victorian 
ladies,  marina  view  homes,  cottages 
Wm  and  designer  condos,  this  area 
represents  some  of  San  Francisco's 
most  desirable  neighborhixxl*  lor 
first  time  buyers,  young  families, 
singles  and  partners.  It's  also  no 
wonder  that  with  our  depth  of 
knowledge  and  breath  of 
experience,  we  ll  find 
nglu  propem  mate  h 


Peggy  Mi  l nly  iv 
415/979-4006  Voicemail 
Paul  Tollefson 
•*15/979-4007  Voicemail 


2633  Ocean  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


415/334-1880 
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NOW:  The  Class  of  1975  of  James  Lick 
Junior  High  School  will  hold  its  20-year 
REUNION,  fealuring  dinner  and  live 
entertainment  from  the  Ramocue  Band, 
on  Nov  4 at  the  Hyatt  Regency  in 
Burlingame  Alumni  are  asked  to  send 
names  and  addresses  to  James  Lick 
Reunion,  41 10  25th  St..  San  Francisco, 
CA  94114 

SEPT.  28:  All  books  are  half  price 
today  at  the  Friends  of  the  Public 
Library  BOOK  SALE  10  am-6  pm 
Fort  Mason,  557-4257 

SEPT.  28:  Upper  Noe  Neighbors  hosts 
a MAYORAL  CANDIDATES  discussion, 
with  questions  from  the  audience 
7-9:30  pm  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center.  Day  & 30th  St  876-2158 

OCT.  1:  St  Paul's  Athletic  Department 
sponsors  Catholic  Youth  Organization 
FAMILY  DAY  Call  772-7500  for  info. 

OCT.  1:  Noe  Valley  Ministry  and 
Bethany  Methodist  Church  hold  a joint 
service  and  BLESSING  OF  THE 
ANIMALS  11  am  1268  Sanchez  St 
282-2317 

OCT.  1:  New  Performance  Gallery  pre- 
sents “10K."  a benefit  SIDEWALK  FAIR 
with  entertainment  and  food  Noon- 
11  pm  315317th  St  626-6745 

OCT.  1:  St  Paul's  BINGO  GAMES 
begin  at  1 30  pm,  doors  open  at  noon 
School  Hall,  corner  of  Church  & 29th 
St  648-7538. 

OCT.  1:  The  Chattanooga  CHAMBER 
MUSIC  series  features  the  music  of 
Turim,  Vitali,  Purcell,  and  Handel.  3 pm 
152  Chattanooga  St.  Seating  is  limited 
to  50  people,  call  641-0940  for  a 
reservation 


C T O B E R 


OCT.  1 : The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  invites 
all  to  participate  in  DANCES  of  Univer- 
sal Peace  7-9  pm  1021  Sanchez  St 
648-0903  or  821-0939. 

OCT.  1-NOV.  3:  Tim  Baskerville's 
photographs  of  the  F-MARKET  STREET- 
CARS are  on  display  at  Just  Desserts 
Daily,  8 am-1 1 pm  248  Church  St 
626-5774 

OCT.  1-DEC.  21:  Portrait ol a Com- 
munity: Noe  Valley  Through  the  Eyes 
ol  Noe  Valley  Voice  Photographers, 
1977-  1993  is  on  EXHIBIT  at  the  Grand 
Staircase  Gallery  of  the  Main  Library 
Sun.,  noon-5  pm,  Mon , 10  am-6  pm, 
Tues-Thurs , 9 am-8  pm,  Fri.,  1 1 am- 
5 pm;  Sat , 9 am-5  pm.  Larkin  & 
McAllister  St.  557-4400 

OCT.  2-29:  Magic  Theater  presents 
Constance  Congdon's  COMEDY  Dog 
Opera  Wed  -Sat.,  8:30  pm;  Sun . 2 & 
7:30  pm  Fori  Mason,  building  D, 

3rd  floor.  441-8822 

OCT.  3:  The  ADVENTIST  HEALTHVAN 
offers  blood  pressure  and  cholesterol 
screenings.  10  am-4  pm  Bell  Market 
parking  lot.  3950  24th  St  775-2570 

OCT.  3:  Chris  Sequeira  leads  TAI  CHI 
classes,  6-7  30  pm,  on  Mon , begin- 
ners are  welcome  Tues  & Thurs 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St 
773-8185 

OCT.  3-28:  Haight-Ashbury  WALKING 
TOURS  begin  at  9 30  am  Tues  & Sat 
For  reservations  and  information,  call 
Rachel  at  221-8442 

OCT.  3, 10,  24  & 31:  STORY  TIME 
for  preschoolers  begins  at  10  am  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 


OCT.  4-29:  The  San  Francisco 
League  of  Urban  Gardeners  (SLUG) 
welcomes  VOLUNTEERS  at  the  Garden 
for  the  Environment  on  Wed , Sat , and 
Sun.  Lawton  & 7th  Ave  285-7584 

OCT.  5:  S0MAR  Gallery  hosts  an 
opening  RECEPTION  lor  the  participants 
in  Open  Studios;  the  exhibition  includes 
one  piece  of  work  from  each  artist.  6-9 
pm  934  Brannan  St.  861-9838 

OCT.  5 & 6:  Erica  Essner  PERFORM- 
ANCE Co-op  presents  ll'sa  Wonderlul 
Lie!  ft  pm  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida 
St  621-7797 

OCT.  5-14:  Dancers'  Group/Footwork 
offers  DANCES  by  Lea  Wolf,  with  guest 
choreographer  Susi  May  Thurs  - Sat , 

8 30  pm  3221  22nd  St  824-5044 

OCT.  5:  Josh  Kornbluth  leads  a WORK- 
SHOP/PERFORMANCE of  Pumping 
Copy,  a monologue-in-progress  Thurs 
-Sat.,  8 30  pm,  Sun , 7 30  pm  The 
Marsh.  1062  Valencia  St  826-5750 

OCT.  6:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  will 
pick  up  merchandise  donated  to  their 
FLEA  MARKET  and  Bake  Sale.  Call 
282-2317  to  make  arrangements 

OCT.  6 & 7:  The  BLUE  ANGELS  per- 
form air  shows  over  the  Bay,  between 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  and  Treasure 
Island.  11:30  am-2:30  pm 

OCT.  7:  The  San  Francisco  Recycling 
Program  sponsors  the  "RE  (Reuse. 
Recycle,  Reduce)  FESTIVAL"  and  toy 
swap  in  Golden  Gate  Park  554-3400 

OCT.  7:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry's 
FLEA  MARKET  and  Bake  Sale  runs  from 
10  am-4  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St 
282-2317 


OCT.  7:  Organist  Matthew  Dirst  per- 
forms a CONCERT  of  music  by  Bellini. 
Schumann,  Mendelssohn,  and  Franck 
5 pm  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist.  1661 15th  St  861-1436 

OCT.  7:  Cafe  Shalom  ISRAELI  DANCE 
night  presents  folk  dancing  for  all  ages 
715  pm-815  pm  Brotherhood  Way 
Jewish  Community  Center,  655 
Brotherhood  Way  333-3717 

OCT.  7:  Cana  Roja  ensemble  performs 
tropical  music  at  a Merengue  and 
SALSA  PARTY;  lessons  will  be  given 
8 pm-midmght  The  Women's 
Building,  3543  18th  St.  861-7099. 

OCT.  8:  Animal  Care  & Control  hosts 
PET  PRIDE  DAY,  featuring  a parade  and 
pet  costume  contest.  10  am-2  pm 
Sharon  Meadow,  Golden  Gate  Park, 
554-9414 

OCT.  8:  Enjoy  art.  music,  dance,  and 
food  at  a POLISH  FESTIVAL  to  benefit 
the  Polonia  Foundation.  10  am-5  pm 
Hall  of  Flowers.  Golden  Gate  Park. 
567-7161 

OCT.  8:  The  PFLAG  (Parents  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays)  support 
group  meeting  features  a discussion  of 
the  Support  Services  Program  in  the 
schools.  2-4  pm  St  Francis  Church, 
152  Church  St  921-8850 

OCT.  8:  The  Studio  Repertory  OPERA 
Company  performs  Mozart's  Don 
Giovanni  in  English  4 pm.  Community 
Music  Center,  644  Capp  St  647-6015 

OCT.  8:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry's 
CANTATE  service  of  chanting,  medita- 
tion. and  prayer  begins  at  7 pm.  1021 
Sanchez  St  282-2317 


Artist  Kim  Taffurelli  will  exhibit  “The 
Journey"  along  with  other  work  at  her 
workspace  at  18  Eagle  St.,  as  part  of 
Open  Studios  Oct.  14-15. 

OCT.  10:  POETS  Jim  Gove  and  William 
Talcott  read  at  Keane's  3300  Club  7 pm 
3300  Mission  St.  826-6886 

OCT.  11, 14  & 15:  Project  Inform 
offers  training  for  VOLUNTEERS  on  the 
AIDS  treatment  hotline.  Wed..  6 30- 
9 30  pm;  Sat  & Sun.,  10  am-4  pm. 

Call  558-9051  for  information. 

OCT.  11, 18  & 25:  Infants,  toddlers 
and  their  parents  will  enjoy  LAPSITS 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Library  7 pm 
451  Jersey  St  695-5095 

OCT.  11:  Dolores  Street  Community 
Services  hosts  “The  Life  of  the  Tz'uhutil 
Mayans " a Guatemalan  ART  EXHIBIT 
6-8  pm  938  Valencia  St  282-6209 

OCT.  11-29:  Suzy  Berger  performs  a 
one-woman  COMEDY,  "The  Talking 
Cure " Wed  -Sun.,  8 pm  Josie's 
Cabaret  & Juice  Joint,  358 16th  St. 
861-7933 


See  GiantVision  on  our  Large  8x10  Screen 

The  Only  Pub  on  Dolores  Street 


1600  Dolores  St.  (at  the  corner  of  29th  and  Dolores)  550-9192 


Irene  Kane  Photography 

Capturing  dynamic,  memorable  image s of  your 
Wedding,  Anniversary,  Bar  or  Bat  Mitzvah,  Corporate  Event 


Quality  Photography  ~ Serving  Noe  Valley  and  the  Bay  Area  .u'nce  1981 

821-7369 


ORTHOPEDIC  ACUPUNCTURE  & MASSAGE 

• Speeds  healing 

• Reduces  pain,  inflammation  and  edema 

• Improves  joint  function 

• Improves  muscle  tone  and  performance 

• Prevents  and  separates  muscular  adhesions 

• Treats  arthritis  and  many  musculoskeletal  conditions 


NINA  ALLEN,  l.ac.,  d.n.b.a.o: 

Massage  Therapist  since  1979 
Acupuncturist  and  Herbalist  since  1985 

Weekend  and  Evening  Hours  • W.C.  and  Insurance  Accepted 

(415)  285-6774 

‘Diplomat?  Notional  Board  of  Acupuncture  Orthopedics 


VA  LLEy 

. - PIZZA  - 

%TAURA^ 
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CALENDAR 


Happy  Halloween  from  the  staff  of  The  Noe  Valley  Voice. 


OCT.  11 -NOV.  15:  The  Randall 
Museum's  DOCENT  TRAINING  is 
scheduled  lor  Wednesdays  Irom 
11  am— 1 :30  pm.  199  Museum  Way 
554-9600 

OCT.  12:  Join  Advocates  for  REC- 
REATION AND  PARKS  in  a brown  bag 
lunch  meeting  to  discuss  budget  cuts 
and  solutions  Noon.  2601  Mission  St., 
#804,641-4362. 

OCT.  12:  The  topic  of  discussion  at  the 
regular  monthly  meeting  of  FRIENDS  of 
Noe  Valley  is  managing  the  Bay  Area's 
limited  water  resources  7 30  pm  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.  282-7976. 

OCT.  12:  The  Golden  Gate  chapter  of 
the  AUDUBON  SOCIETY  meets  at  the 
Randall  Museum.  7:30-9:30  pm.  199 
Museum  Way  554-9604 

OCT.  12-21:  Dance/theater/comedy 
SQUAD  premieres  Good  Cooks  and 
Hard  Lessons.  Thurs  -Sat.,  8 pm 
New  Performance  Gallery,  3153 17th  St. 
626-6745 

OCT.  12- NOV.  30:  A storytelling  and 
MASQUERADE  workshop  for  ages 
6-8  includes  mask  making  and  theater 
games.  3:30-5  pm  Randall  Museum, 
199  Museum  Way.  554-9600 

OCT.  14:  City  Guides  leads  a 
WALKING  TOUR  of  Noe  Valley.  10  am 
Meet  at  the  corner  of  Noe  and  25th  St. 
557-4266. 

OCT.  14:  Henci  Goer  directs  a WORK- 
SHOP at  Natural  Resources,  "Epidural 
Anesthesia:  Myths  vs.  Realities  " 

10  am-noon  4081  24th  St.  550-2611 

OCT.  14:  NERT  offers  a refresher 
EARTHQUAKE  PREPAREDNESS  drill 
and  workshop  10  am.  James  Lick 
School  upper  playground.  Clipper  & 
Castro  St.  648-8676 


OCT.  14:  Kulintang  Arts/Merging 
Sounds  performs  a fusion  of  PILIPINO 
GONG  MUSIC  and  rap  poetry.  8:15  pm. 
Noe  Valley  Music  Series,  1021  Sanchez 
St.  454-5238. 

OCT.  14  & 15:  OPEN  STUDIOS 
features  Noe  Valley  and  neighborhoods 
south  and  east  of  Market  Street  and 
west  of  Highway  101.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  861-9838 

OCT.  15:  Tour  the  Glen  Park  area  in 
City  Guides'  FAIRMOUNT  WALK.  Meet 
at  10  am  at  the  Glen  Park  Library, 

653  Chenery  St.  557-4266. 

OCT.  15:  The  Ina  Chalis  OPERA 
Ensemble  performs  Menotti's  The 
Medium  and  Mozart  solos.  4 pm 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp 
St.  647-6015. 

OCT.  15:  “Got  Music?”  is  the  Noe  Val- 
ley Chamber  Music  Series'  second 
annual  benefit  CONCERT  and  cham- 
pagne reception  5pm  Noe  Valley  Min- 
istry, 1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317 

OCT.  17:  FILMS  for  preschoolers 
include  Frog  Goes  lo  Dinner,  Giant 
Turtles,  and  Happy  Lion.  10  and  1 1 am. 
Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St. 
695-5095 

OCT.  18:  FE  MALE.  (Formerly 
Employed  Mothers  on  the  Leading 
Edge)  discusson  and  support  group 
meets  from  715-9:30  pm 
Randall  Museum,  199  Museum  Way. 
554-9604 

OCT.  18:  The  classic  HORROR  FILM 
Chamber  ot  Horrors  screens  at  7 pm 
Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St. 
695-5095 


OCT.  19:  LA  LECHE  LEAGUE'S  monthly 
meeting  addresses  “The  Baby  Arrives: 
The  Family  and  the  Breastfed  Baby " 
12:15  pm.  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  Day 
& Sanchez  St.  282-7816. 

OCT.  19:  New  Dawn  Yoga  Therapy 
offers  a VEGETARIAN  COOKING  class 
6-8  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry  kitchen, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  285-1831. 

OCT.  22:  CORO  HISPANO  de  San 
Francisco  and  Conjunto  Nuevo  Mundo 
perform  Flores  Para  la  Virgen  in  honor 
of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  4 pm 
Mission  Dolores,  Dolores  & 16th  St. 
431-4417 

OCT.  22:  Davies  Medical  Center  offers 
a workshop,  “Senior  Citizen  STRESS " 
1-2:30  pm.  In  the  gazebo,  Castro  at 
Duboce  St  565-6297. 


OCT.  25:  The  Noe  Valley  Library 
BOOK  DISCUSSION  GROUP  features 
Michael  Ondaatje's  The  English  Patient 
7:30  pm.  451  Jersey  SI  695-5095 

OCT.  27-29:  Ages  8 and  over  are 
invited  to  the  HALLOWEEN  SCARE 
HOUSE  in  the  former  St  Paul’s  Primary 
School  6-9  pm  300  Valley  St.  To  vol- 
unteer or  get  information  call  695-5011. 

OCT.  28:  The  Randall  Museum's 
HALLOWEEN  FEST  promises  games, 
pumpkin  carving,  face  painting,  and 
a costume  review  11  am-3pm 
119  Museum  Way  554-9600 

OCT.  28:  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church  sponsors  a HOLIDAY  FAIRE, 

10  am-4  pm,  and  luncheon,  noon- 
? pm.  1268  Sanchez  St.  647-8393 

OCT.  28:  Keane’s  3300  Club  hosts  a 
PUBLICATION  PARTY  for  Poetry  at  the 
33  Review  1 -4  pm.  3300  Mission  St. 
Call  333-3494  for  reservations 


OCT.  28:  Psychic  Horizons'  HEALING 
FAIR  runs  from  2 to  4 pm  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  346-7906 

OCT.  29:  The  Ensemble  Sans  Souci 
performs  MUSIC  by  Rameau,  Bois- 
mortier,  Marais,  and  LeClair.  3 pm 
Chattanooga  Chamber  Music, 

152  Chattanooga  St  641-0940 

OCT.  30:  Dress  up  in  costume  for  the 
Diamond  Senior  Center's  lunch  and 
HALLOWEEN  DANCE,  featuring  music 
by  the  Rusty  Band  Lunch  starts  at 
noon;  dance  at  1 pm  1 1 7 Diamond  St 
863-3507 

OCT.  31:  A children's  HALLOWEEN 
COSTUME  PARADE  begins  at  St  John's 
Church.  5:30-7:30  pm  1661  15th  St. 
621-4044 

OCT.  31 : Experience  the  terror  at 
Marilyn  Anne  Lucas'  HALLOWEEN 
HAUNTED  HOUSE  5-8  pm  Hoffman 
between  Elizabeth  & 24th  St.,  look  for 
the  Old  Captain  and  the  Amazon 
Priestess  To  volunteer,  call  285-6265 


The  Scoop  on 
Calendar 

The  November  issue  of  The  Noe 
Valley  Voice  will  appear  Wednes- 
day, Nov.  1,  and  will  publicize 
events  occurring  Nov.  1-30, 1995. 
The  deadline  for  calendar  items  is 
Oct.  15  Please  mail  your  notice 
to  The  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114  Items  are  published  on  a 
space-available  basis,  with  Noe 
Valley  events  receiving  priority.  □ 


ANNOUNCING  THE  OPENING  OF 

f77ic  tJccr/Vel  tfc/gre  Go. 

specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wilder  a f ted  bulk  herbs 

We  also  carry  a full  line  of  tinctures 
homeopathic  remedies 
capsulated  herbs 
culinary  spices 


aromatherapy 
supplements 
books 
teas 
candles 

flower  essences 

body  care  products 


3412  22nd  St. 
(at  Guerrero) 
San  Francisco 
CA  94110 

(415)  821  0997 

Open  Tuesday-Saturday 


cotton  basics 

1301  Castro  Street  (corner  of  24th  St.)  • 550-8646 

FALL  SALE 

15% -50%  off  everything! 

now  through  October  15th 


Monday-Saturday  10  am-7  pm  • Sunday  11  am-6  pm 


Don’t  be  the  last  to  know... 


SALON  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Our  dynamic  new  colorist  and  cutting  team 
Cyndi  • Beth  • Kari 

Offering  any  color  $20.  Highlights  $35— with  a $30  haircut 
Haircuts  only  $24  (new  clients  only) 

Retail  products  10%  off  with  any  service 
LIMITED  OFFERS 

Tues  • Wed  • Sat  • Sun  10-6  pm 
Mon  • Thurs  • Fri  12-8  pm 
1599  Dolores  St.  (at  29th  St.)  550-1656 


COVERED 


Two  Gifts  in  One 

A unique  collection  of  handmade  chocolates, 
each  piece  carefully  chosen  from  dozens  of  domestic 
and  imported  chocolatiers  in  your  choice  of 
HANDMADE  TINS  AND  BOXES. 

A Holiday  gift  that  will  be  appreciated  long  after 
the  seas  on  has  past;  perfect  for  family,  friends  and  business 
associates.  Order  early  to  insure  delivery  for 
Christmas  and  Chanukah. 

396  1 '/,  24th  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Opposite  Bell  and  below  Aquarius  Records 

(415)  641-8123 
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‘Psychotherapy. . . 

a safe  place  to  explore  painful  memories,  relationship  difficulties, 
blocked  creativity,  self-defeating  behavior,  fears  and  aspirations. 
The  goals:  insight,  behavior  change,  self-actuaTization. 


Cdia  %osebury  Lighthift,  <MJ\. 

(MFCC  *27325) 

(415)  239-1315  Affordable  sliding  scale 

23rd  near  Church,  in  Noe  Valley,  S F • Morning,  evening,  weekend  appointments 


MARK  McDOUGALL,  d.c 

Network  Spinal  Analysis 
3652  22nd  Street  • 821-7633 


Network  Spinal  Analysis  is  a sequence  of  adjustments  developed  by 
Dr.  Donald  Epstein,  d.c.,  utilizing  traditional  chiropractic  techniques. 
This  system  opens  the  nervous  system  to  express  its  potential 
for  dramatic  healing. 


Bed  and  Breakfast 
in  Noe  Valley 


"A  Victorian 
Legacy' 


(415)  648-8879 


COMMUNICATE 

your  needs  to  your  neighbors. 

ADVERTISE  in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice. 


( Thgflnirnai 


Pets  for  your  enjoyment, 
supplies  for  their  needs 

647-8755 

Easy  Parking  • VISA  • MasterCard 

4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


CALL  STEVE:  239-1114  DISPLAY  ADS  ONLY 


ROOMMATES 

NOW! 


Matched  to  Your  Criteria  by  Ptione  «4  hr* 

Effective  • Confidential  • Straight  & Gay 

'It  was  wildly  successful!'  — M,K 

(415)  626-7056 

Free  *4-Hr  Recorded  Information 


LIST  YOUR  VACANCY  FREE! 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  P Installation 
“Maintenance  P Renovation 
Decorative  Fixtures  and  Furniture 

Quality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley 


415  821  3760 


I ANDVM‘1  < OM  RACTOR  LICENSE  694*64 


I’l.M  CONTROI  I K 1 NSI  21606 


lake 


NOEBEGONF 


Enter 

into  a Real  Estate 
transaction 
that  works  for  you 


Call 

Pete  Brannigan 


at 


550-1302  EXT.  205 


WHAT  DO  YOU  DO  WITH 
2 MILLION  OUTDATED 
PHONE  BOOKS? 

RECYCLE  THEM! 


CURBSIDE:  Put  them  in  paper  bags 
with  other  paper  recyclables. 

APARTMENTS:  Put  them  in  the 
large  gray  paper  recycling  container 
in  your  building. 

BUSINESSES:  Call  554-6193. 


San  Francisco 


RECYCLING 


PROGRAM 


1145  Market  St.,  »401 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 


***** T'  *Q%. 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW  ^ 

(415)  641-8687 

Noe  Valley  Law  Offices 
1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 

PERSONAL  INJURY 

AUTO  ACCIDENTS,  SLIP  & FALL  ACCIDENTS, 
ESTATES,  WILLS,  TRUSTS  AND  PROBATE 
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TOP  OF  2 IT  H STREET 


HOURS:  Mon-Fri  I lam- 10  pm 
Sat  & Sun  9 am- 10  pm 


To  better  serve  our  customers  we 
have  added  new  products: 

• Now  featuring  a full  line  of  groceries 

• Keg  beer  now  available 

• An  expanded  selection  of  imported 
and  microbrew  beers 

• Milk,  eggs,  cheese  and  other  dairy 
products 

(Did  you  know  that  beer  and  wine  exposed 
to  sunlight  spoil  almost  immediately — 
as  when  displayed  in  storefront  windows?) 


4190  24TH  STREET  (AT  DIAMOND)  647-0293 


rapped  Church.  St.  Philips  on  Diamond  Street  got  a spruce-up  in  September  using 
the  latest  in  exterior  painting  technology  — which  some  might  call  a derivative  art  form. 

Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


BAG  CO 

RISTORANTE  ITALIANO 

737  Diamond  Street 
(between  24th  & Elizabeth  streets) 


282-4969 


Party  Trays  and  Gift  Baskets 

We  send  Gift  Baskets  & Gounnet  Food  Items  anywhere 

finpifimo 

/ o gourmet  deli  1 * 


(415)  282-0081 

649  Diamond  Street  at  Elizabeth 

Monday-Friday  10-7,  Saturday  10-4  (Closed  Sunday  and  Holidays) 

Try  our  meatball  or  Italian  sausage  sandwiches! 

HOMEMADE  ITALIAN  AND 
^ GOURMET  DISHES 

™ Take  it  home  and  just  heat  & eat 


AOE  VAli# 

\>^  OFF/qT 

RENTALS 

AVAILABLE 


Conference  Room  and  Office. 
By  the  hour,  day  or  week. 
Professionally  attractive  set- 
ting. Reception  services  and 
other  amenities  also  available. 

Prime  Noe  Valley  location 

1330  Castro  (at  24th  Street) 
To  inquire,  call  641-8693 


General  Dentistry 

for  Adults  and  Children 

Cosmetic  Dentistry 
Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments 
Insurance  Plans  Welcomed 


§ 

c> 


VALLEY 

CYCLERY 


4193  24th  Street 
647-0886 

Tues  - Sat  11-6 
Sun  1 i-5 


l 

l 

i 


Sylvia  Jimenez  Cox,  D.D.S.  Cynthia  Tong,  D.D.S.  Steven  Czekala, 


4 1 62  24th  Street 


647-6000 


c iiaijf 


RISTORANTE 
Southern  Italian  Cuisine 

Little  Italy  proudly  presents 

FRIENDS  DINE  FREE! 

October  1 to  October  31 
5:30-6:30  pm,  Monday -Thursday 

SOME  RESTRIC  TIONS  DO  APPLY. 

Call  821-1515  for  details. 

4109  24TH  STREET  . 821-1515 
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STORE 

TREK 


By  Beverly  Tharp 

This  month's  Storetrek  introduces 
four  new  businesses  that  cater  to  the 
body.  mind,  and  spirit,  with  the  help  of 
psychic  readings,  medicinal  herbs  and 
oils,  and  — the  perfect  addition  for  the 
’90s — computer  classes. 

Noe  Valley  Psychic  Gallery 
1104  Sanchez  St. 

821-9240 

“We  were  drawn  to  this  spot  to  open  a 
business  offering  spiritual  awakening  us- 
ing psychic  abilities,”  says  Shama,  while 
sitting  on  a floral  print  couch  at  her  Noe 
Valley  Psychic  Gallery,  which  opened  in 
August  in  the  small  storefront  on  Sanchez 
near  24th  formerly  occupied  by  Misha's 
Interiors. 

“We  touch  and  feel  where  [our  clients] 
have  been,  and  teach  people  how  strong 
prayer  is,  how  to  meditate  on  the  chakras 
— the  energy  within  themselves.  We  also 
help  in  soul-searching,  aura-cleansing, 
and  with  palm  readings,"  she  adds. 

The  shop  offers  cards,  crystals,  and 
other  religious  icons  for  sale,  but  Shama 
hopes  the  Psychic  Gallery  will  also  pro- 
vide a quiet  refuge  from  the  bustle  of  city 
life.  Lit  candles  and  sparkling  crystals, 
silk  and  satin  bags  for  holding  small  trea- 
sures, a painting  of  the  Madonna,  and  a 
gilded  image  of  Egyptian  queen  Neferti- 
ti  illuminate  the  cozy  space. 

From  a blue  velvet  bag  sprinkled  with 
gold  dots.  Shama  draws  a handful  of  blue 
ceramic  “stones"  etched  with  hieroglyph- 
ic markings.  These  are  runes.  Visitors  are 
asked  to  hold  the  rune  bag  open  in  one 


hand,  and  with  the  other  hand  to  feel  each 
stone,  then  choose  three.  Shama  consults 
a text  and  reads  a meaning  for  each  rune. 

She  and  her  fellow  psychic.  Ann,  also 
read  tarot  cards,  crystals,  tea  leaves,  sand, 
the  Cabala,  and  the  I Ching.  Each  of  these 
methods.  Shama  says,  is  just  one  more  way 
of  working  with  the  life  force  of  nature. 

“We  are  all  spiritual,  not  just  flesh  and 
blood.  We  all  have  ESP  and  at  one  time 
or  another  will  have  a premonition."  she 
advises.  "People  have  used  myth,  spiritu- 
ality, and  numerology  since  our  earliest 
beginnings  to  try  to  contact  their  inner 
spirit  or  guide." 

Shama  prefers  to  keep  her  specific  per- 
sonal circumstances  a mystery,  but  says 
she  has  lived  in  California  for  20  years, 
practicing  astrology  for  most  of  that  time. 
Her  grandmother  and  great-grandmother 
both  had  psychic  abilities,  she  says,  al- 
though her  mother  "was  not  touched"  by 
this  gift.  "When  I was  very  young,  my 
grandmother  would  tell  me  to  close  my 


Psychics  Shama  and  Ann,  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Psychic  Gallery, give  readings  under  the  gaze 
of  Queen  Nefertiti  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


COMPLETE  SERVICE 
AND  REPAIR 

Specializing  in  Italian, 
German  and  Swedish  Cars 


CELEBRATING  OUR  10 
YEAR  ANNIVERSARY 
WITH  THIS  OFFER: 

Car  Care  Special 

0 CHECK  COOLING  SYSTEM 
\E  BRAKE  INSPECTION  ^ 


SPECIAL1  PRICE 


S’  CHECK  ALL  LIGHTS 
S'  CHECK  ALL  FLUIDS 
[ E CHECK  ALL  BELTS 
S OIL  & FILTER  CHANGE 

Oiler  Good  Through  October  15,  1995  Musi  Present  Ad 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

Most  Jobs  Done  Same  Day  • All  Work  Guaranteed 

Towing  Available  • Rental  Cars  Available 


TOR 


APPROVED 
AUTO  REPAIR 


601  VALENCIA  ST.  AT  17TH,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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CLOSE  TO  BART 


eyes,  and  she  would  hand  me  different- 
colored  yam.  She  would  say,  ‘Just  feel 
which  it  is.  Choose  which  one  is  red.’  I 
was  surprised.  I could  do  it.  but  I said. 
‘You  do  that.  Grandma.  That’s  not  for 
me.’  Later,  when  I turned  16.  I began  to 
feel  more  of  a calling." 

Costs  at  the  Noe  Valley  Psychic  Gal- 
lery range  from  $10  for  a palm  reading  to 
$35  for  a tarot  reading.  Customers  can 
drop  by  the  shop  Monday  through  Friday, 
10  a.m.  to  8 p.m.;  or  arrange  for  appoint- 
ments on  Saturday  or  Sunday. 

Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Co. 

3412  22nd  St. 

821-0997 

On  July  5,  Lisa  Kellman  and  Dino  Lu- 
cas opened  a store  specializing  in  medic- 
inal herbs  on  the  northeastern  edge  of  Noe 
Valley,  near  the  hip  "restaurant  comer"  at 
Guerrero  and  22nd  streets. 

The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Co.  stocks  more 
than  175  varieties  of  herbs — 95  percent 
of  them  organic  or  “wild-crafted"  (picked 
in  the  wild).  The  store  also  sells  herbal  ex- 
tracts and  tinctures,  including  several  al- 
cohol-free brands,  and  “smudge  sticks,” 
small  bundles  of  dried  herbs,  usually  sage 
or  cedar,  burned  during  purification  rituals. 

Bunches  of  lemon  balm,  peppermint, 
sage,  yarrow,  and  lemon  verbena  hang  in 
the  window  above  a cozy,  deep  green, 
cushioned  loveseat.  Pale  yellow  walls  and 
painted  vines  border  the  ceiling,  creating 
a carefully  tended  effect  that  gives  the 
store  a warm,  soothing  ambience. 

"We  also  have  a group  of  homeopath- 
ic single  remedies,  which  work  on  the 
principle  of  ‘like  curing  like.’’*  Lucas 
says.  Unlike  herbal  essences,  which  are 
concentrated,  homeopathic  remedies  use 
highly  diluted  ingredients,  which  if  taken 
in  larger  amounts  could  cause  the  very  ill- 
ness or  symptom  being  treated. 

Lucas,  who  takes  classes  at  the  Pacific 
School  of  Herbal  Medicine  in  Oakland, 
has  gotten  good  results  employing  home- 
opathy when  other  treatments  have  failed. 
“It  worked  better  and  was  more  afford- 
able," she  observes. 

Scarlet  Sage  also  offers  books  on 
herbs,  homeopathy,  and  other  forms  of 
natural  healing — for  pets  as  well  as  peo- 
ple— plus  a selection  of  herbal  lotions, 
bath  salts,  and  exotic  soaps. 

Many  of  the  products  are  produced  by 
Northern  California  residents.  "We  want 
to  carry  soaps  made  locally,  and  we’ve 


Lisa  Kellman  and  Dino  Lucas  offer  healing 
through  herbs  and  tinctures  at  the  Scarlet 
Sage  Herb  Co.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


met  some  of  our  suppliers  at  the  Women ’s 
Herbal  Symposium  held  every  May  in 
Laytonville,"  says  Lucas.  One  well-known 
product  line,  which  uses  wild  yams  as  a 
key  ingredient,  is  Moon  Maid  Botanicals 
from  Sebastopol. 

Some  of  the  store’s  most  popular  items, 
however,  are  the  candles  produced  by  a 
company  called  Three  Tacky  Texans. 
“These  provide  our  laugh  therapy  sec- 
tion." says  Kellman,  pointing  to  the  large 
votives  promising  such  things  as  "Pro- 
tection from  Bad  Hairdressers,"  “Power- 
ful Protection  from  PMS  Prayer,"  and 
“Dysfunctional  Family  Relief." 

The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Co.  is  open 
Tuesday  through  Saturday.  11  a.m.  to 
6:30  p.m. 

Beyond  the  Sea 
1303  Castro  St. 

285-4614 

Where  once  there  was  candy,  now 
there  is  aromatherapy — the  art  of  healing 
with  "essential"  oils.  An  aromatic  new 
shop  called  Beyond  the  Sea  opened  on 
Aug.  1 2 in  the  space  formerly  filled  by  the 
Treat  Shop,  on  Castro  just  off  24th  Street. 

The  storefront  window  features  minia- 
ture sand  dunes  scattered  with  shells  and 
sand  dollars,  marine-blue  glass  bottles  of 
oils  mingled  with  herbs,  and  a hand- 
lettered  quote  of  an  Eskimo  song  that  tells 
of  the  gifts  of  the  sea.  Inside  the  store,  a 
diffuser  dispenses  a light  scent  — last 

Continued  on  Next  Page 


Carol  Robinson,  ea 

Members:  National  Association 
of  Enrolled  Agents 


Year-Round  Tax  Preparation 
Tax  Planning  • Consulting  • Bookkeeping 
Individual  and  Small  Business  Specialists 

Call  today  for  a free  half-hour  consultation 


300  Vicksburg  St.,  #1,  SF 

(corner  of  24th  near  Church  St.)  82  J.-3200 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  • October  1995 


STORE 

TREK 


Continued  from  Previous  Page 

month  it  was  a combination  of  frankin- 
cense. myrrh,  and  lavender. 

Owner  Johanna  Friedman,  a 23-year 
Noe  Valley  resident,  says  the  oils  she  sells 
are  "the  life  force  of  the  botanical — ac- 
tually part  of  a plant's  immune  system.” 
and  that  they  are  75  to  100  times  stronger 
than  dried  herbs. 

According  to  Friedman,  aromatherapy 
oils — whether  used  alone  or  as  an  ingre- 
dient in  soaps,  facial  lotions,  massage 
oils,  or  shampoos — can  affect  us  physi- 
cally. emotionally,  and  spiritually.  With 
only  a few  drops,  she  notes,  the  power- 
fully concentrated  oils  can  relax  tense 
muscles  (lavender),  invigorate  the  mind 
(rosemary),  or  treat  a cold  (eucalyptus). 

Friedman  always  carries  at  least  20  ba- 
sic oils,  she  says,  which  are  derived  from 
organic  or  wild  plants.  Prices  range  from 
$8  to  $25  a bottle  and  include  Friedman’s 
own  line  of  five  massage  oils,  as  well  as 
the  elegant  Rose  Absolute,  imported  from 
Bulgaria. 

Although  not  a certified  aromathera- 
pist, Friedman  has  worked  in  the  body 
product  field  for  years  and  studied  aro- 
matherapy extensively  through  work- 
shops and  salons. 

“I  wouldn't  prescribe  [specific  treat- 
ments] for  anyone,  though  I might  for 
myself,  but  in  England  and  France  aroma- 
therapy is  in  hospitals,  and  aromathera- 
pists work  with  doctors,  giving  patients 
the  option  of  drugs  and/or  aromatherapy." 
she  says.  Medicinal  oils,  she  explains,  are 
purported  to  prevent  and  fight  infections, 
kill  and  inhibit  the  growth  of  bacteria,  and 
promote  cell  rejuvenation. 

Friedman  sees  her  business  as  a re- 
source center  as  well  as  a retail  outlet.  She 
has  a rolodex  full  of  resources  that  in- 
clude a masseuse  and  a foot  reflexologist 
who  work  in  the  store  on  weekends 
(there's  a small  room  in  back). 


Beyond  the  Sea  owner  Johanna  Friedman 
creates  scented  oils  to  heal  the  body  and 
mind.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


Much  of  the  store's  gift  stock  comes 
from  local  cottage  industries.  Friedman 
gets  English  lavender  products  from  a com- 
mune in  Santa  Cruz  that  uses  its  own  fresh 
well  water,  and  buys  her  “highly  mois- 
turing,  very  fragrant"  goat  milk  soap  from 
Redwood  Hill  Farm,  which  is  run  by  “a 
lovely  couple  I met  at  the  Farmers’  Market.” 
Speaking  of  soap.  Friedman  says, 
"Cleansing  is  important  to  skin,  but  you 
don’t  want  to  ever  put  ordinary  soap  on 
your  face."  She  makes  a special  cleanser 
herself,  combining  French  red  and  green 
clay  and  French  seaweed,  to  be  used  as  a 
facial  paste  or  sprinkled  in  bath  water. 

Beyond  the  Sea  also  sells  sponges, 
brushes,  massagers,  baby  and  children's 
body  products,  hand  and  body  lotions, 
shower  gels,  and  candles,  including 
beeswax  tapers,  floaters,  and  votives. 
"Beeswax  candles,”  she  says,  "are  supe- 
rior because  they  bum  clean  and  slowly, 
and  give  off  a subtle  scent." 

A small  selection  of  books  is  also  avail- 
able, including  works  by  Jeanne  Rose,  the 
“founder  of  the  modem  herbal  movement.” 
Hours  at  Beyond  the  Sea  are  Tuesday 
through  Saturday.  10:30  a.m.  to  6:30 
p.m.,  and  Sunday,  noon  to  5. 


Are  you  struggling  with. . . 

Depression?  Anxiety?  Relationships?  Loneliness? 
Stress?  Food,  sex,  drugs  or  alcohol? 

We  can  help. 

Call  us  for  a FREE  phone  consultation.  We  are 
experienced,  caring  counselors.  Affordable  fees. 


BUENA  VISTA  COUNSELING  CENTER 


(415)661-2200  801  Portola  Drive  San  Francisco 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb’s  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  • 826-8937  or  550-921 1 

Open  Monday- Friday  6:30  am -3:30  pm 
Saturday  & Sunday  7 am -4  pm 

SINCE  1943 

It's  Herb’s  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


Digital  Architecture  Magic 
4155  24th  St. 

285-1427 

Digital  Architecture  Magic  owner 
Donald  Mitchell  has  a motto:  “When 
you’re  tired  of  trying  to  ‘con-figure'  it  out, 
call  the  D.A.M.  consultants!" 

Mitchell,  who  has  lived  in  Noe  Valley 
for  three  years,  and  his  assistant,  Mike 
Martin,  launched  D.A.M. , which  offers 
computer  training,  sales,  and  service  to 
adults  and  children,  in  early  July.  The 
shop  is  located  on  24th  Street  between 
Castro  and  Diamond  in  Shear  Delight’s 
old  storefront. 

According  to  Mitchell,  training  at  Dig- 
ital Architecture  Magic  can  (but  doesn’t 
have  to)  include  learning  how  to  build  a 
computer  from  scratch.  To  that  end,  the 
store  stocks  lots  of  modular  hardware 
parts,  as  well  as  software,  much  of  which 
has  been  donated  by  corporations  like 
Chevron  and  Matson  Navigation  Com- 
pany. (Mitchell  is  a former  consultant  to 
Matson,  where  he  helped  develop  a spe- 
cial system  to  aid  computer  communica- 
tion among  employees  around  the  world.) 

“At  D.A.M.  we  have  a salad  bar  of 
parts.  We  show  people  how  to  identify  the 
parts  and  to  pick  from  our  graveyard  to 
assemble  their  own  machines  or  just  how 
to  load  software,"  says  Mitchell,  who  also 
teaches  at  Computer  Learning  Center  in 
downtown  San  Francisco. 

Pointing  to  hip-high  rows  of  open  box- 
es with  circuit  boards  and  other  compo- 
nents, Mitchell  adds,  “Basically,  we  can 
teach  you  how  to  plug  in  anything  and 
make  it  go....  We  use  the  hands-on  meth- 
od here.  Kids  get  really  into  it  and  spend 
hours  at  the  computer.  It’s  gratifying  to 
children  to  build  their  self-confidence." 

Mitchell  is  setting  up  a series  of  com- 
fortable training  areas.  In  the  kids’  room 
the  computer  is  on  a low  table,  near  a 
couch  where  parents  can  sit  and  work 
alongside  their  child.  “Eventually  the 
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Donald  Mitchell  of  Digital  Architecture  Mag- 
ic on  24th  Street  knows  his  computers  in- 
side and  out.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


window  to  the  next  room  will  be  designed 
like  a screen,"  he  says,  "and  various  fix- 
tures of  the  room  will  simulate  the  parts 
of  the  computer,  so  that  people  will  feel 
like  they’ve  walked  into  the  actual  thing 
they’re  learning  about."  • 

Classes  at  Digital  Architecture  Magic 
are  taught  on  both  IB  Ms  and  Macs,  and 
standard  pre-scheduled  classes  are  for 
one  day  or  two  half  days,  at  a cost  of  $99. 

The  store  also  provides  computer 
maintenance  services  and  will  make 
house  calls.  Rates  are  on  a sliding  scale. 
Mitchell  says,  but  range  from  around  $45 
for  a diagnostic  checkup  on  a home  p.c„ 
to  $200  for  a three-hour  consultation  at  a 
larger  business. 

Currently,  the  shop  is  open  10  a.m.  to 
5 p.m..  Monday  through  Saturday.  “But 
we  are  involved  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
we  want  input  on  what  the  best  schedules 
are  for  neighborhood  people.  We’re  not 
in  this  for  the  money.  It’s  more  of  a non- 
profit vision,”  says  Friedman.  □ 


OFFERS 

• USD/ 1 CHOKE  BEEF 

• USDA  GRADE  A 


COME  IN  AND  MEET 
BELL  MARKET 
MEAT  SPECIALIST 
MIKE  McGINTY 


YOUR  BELL  MARKET 
IS  CONVENIENTLY 
LOCATED  AT: 
3950  24th  Street 
STORE  HOURS 
6am  - 1 2am  Daily 
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Let’s  Play  Melon  Ball  Church  St.  Produce  displays  a bounty  of  soccer-ball-size  fruit  on  the  corner  at  30th  Street.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


rm 


Largest  Selection  of  Film  Titles  in  Noe  Valley 

For  the  month  of  October, 
all  Horror  & Sci  Fi  Films  990, 
including  new  releases! 

Also  VCR  Rentals  at  Low  Prices 
24-hour  Movie  Drop 


UFO  Documentary  Headquarters 


Largest  Selection  of  Classic  Films  in  the  Area 


SEE  HITS  IN  OCTOBER  LIKE: 

★ Perez  Family  * Rob  Roy  ★ 

★ Village  of  the  Damned  ★ Casper  ★ 

★ Tommy  Boy  ★ Batman  Forever  ★ 
★ Friday  ★ Basketball  Diaries  ★ 


Open 


10:00  - 10:00  pm 
10:00  - 11:00  pm 
Noon  - 9:00  pm 


Monday  - Thursday 
Friday  - Saturday 
Sunday 


1201  Church  St. 

(AT  24TH  STREET) 

648-0300 


Now  Rent  5 
non-new  movies 
for  5 nights  for 
only  $51 


Now  Open  in  Noe  Valley 


RESTAURANT 

HUNAN  AND  MANDARIN  STYLE 

Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  IT  Serving  a Full-range  Chinese  Menu 
Take-out  Available  IT  We  use  no  MSG 

Lunch  entrees  from  $3.95  served  with  soup  and  rice 


Open  for  Lunch 
Serving  Dinner 


Monday  - Saturday  11-3 

Monday  - Thursday  11  -9:15 
Friday  - Saturday  11-10 
Sunday  12:30-9:15 


1500  Church  Street  (at  27th)  ? 282-0919 


peckmamt’s 


Serving  the  Finest  in 
German  Specialties 

(Celebrating 

©ctoberfest 


Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner 
7 Days  a Week 

1550  Church  Street  (at  Duncan)  282-6850 
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On  Church  Street.  Linda  Beenan  stops  to  show  off  two  of  her  three  Boston  terriers.  Cosmo  (left)  and  Murphy.  Photo  by  Beverly  Thorp 


HURCH  STREET  NEIGHBORS 


"Good  service,  good  coverage, 
good  price — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance. 

/■ 


STATE  FARM 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 
1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
647-3007 


INSURANCE 


Like  a good  neighbor. 
State  Farm  is  there: 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies  • Home  Oltices  Bloomington.  Illinois 


// 


Nestled  in  the  heart  of  sunny  Noe  Valley, 
Raml's  Cafe  is  an  oasis  of  fresh  and  delicious 
California  Mediterranean  cuisine.  Our  philoso- 
phy is  to  combine  a variety  of  international 
dishes,  which  we  adapt  to  the  California  life- 
style, together  with  carefully  selected  wines. 
Our  Garden  Patio  and  Private  Dining  Room 
are  always  available  for  large  parties. 


Saturday  & Sunday  9am-3:30pm 

VISA.  MC.  AMEX.  DISCOVER. 

BAY  AREA  BARTER  EXCHANGE 

We  deliver  Monday-Thursday  6pm-9pm 

For  reservations  call  641-0678 

1361  CHURCH  STREET 
AT  CLIPPER  • SF 


Now  featuring  select  cuts 
of  Prime  Beef 

Still  serving  the  finest  fresh  fish 
in  Noe  Valley 

Life  is  worth  living  again — football  season 
is  here.  Come  watch  the  games  with 
us  on  one  of  our  7 TVs  and  try  one  of  our 
many  domestic  or  imported  beers  on  tap. 


HOME  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  NOE  BURGER 

Weekend  Brunch  Saturday  and  Sunday  9 am-2  pm 

OUTDOOR  SEATING 


(at  the  corner  24th  & Church) 
Reservations  or  Information 

415  695-2949 
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DR.  NICOLETTA  KETCHUM 

Chiropractor 


Specialising  in  Back  & Neck  Pain  through: 

• Gentle  Chiropractic  Techniques 

• Physiotherapy 

• Therapeutic  Massage 

COMPLIMENTARY 
Consultation  & Exam 

WITH  THIS  AD 

For  Appointment  Call: 

550-1200 

1326  Church  Street 


Gasp!  It's  the  Ghouls. 

Party  Shop  on  Church  Street. 


It's  beginning  to  feel  a lot  like  Halloween  at  the  One  Stop 

Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


LINDA  ROSE#  L.C.S.W. 

PiydioOttAapy 
Specializing  in 

SELF  Discovery/Codependent 
Recovery 

415/282-6229  LCS  #15026 
Noe  Valley  Office 


An  older  person  A home- 
less pel  They  belong  to- 
gether Our  Pets  and  Older 
People  Program  unites  peo- 
ple over  65  with  a lifelong 
animal  companion,  abso- 
lutely Iree  of  charge 

For  more  information,  contact 

The  San  Francisco  SPCA 

2500  16th  Sireel  San  Francisco  CA  94103  415-554-3000 


Shop  Hours: 

9:30  am-6:00  p.m. 
Monday-Friday 

1585  Church  Street  (at  28th  St.) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415  285-0134 

CONTRACTORS  LICENSE  # 554140 


COMPLETE 

LOCKSMITH  SERVICES 


HUNGRY  JOE’S 

FOOD  TO  GO 

BREAKFAST  SERVED  ALL  DAY! 

Our  new  weekend  special — Eggs  Benedict,  Eggs  Blackstone  & Eggs  Florentino 
Our  special  during  weekdays— 2 eggs  & homemade  fries  $2.15 

Try  our  Fruit  Pancakes  and  Waffles  • Omelettes  are  our  Specialty 
1748  Church  Street  (at  Day)  282-7333 
Mon -Fri.  6:30-2.00  p m Sat  7:30-2:00  p m Sun  8 00  a m -2  00  p.m 


Integral 

Counseling 

Center 

of  the 


California  Institute  of  Integral  Studies 


• Counseling  for  individuals 

• Couples  and  families 

• Group  Therapy 

Phone  648-2644  1782  Church  St. 


consignments 
clothing  • furniture , etc. 
1781  Church  St.  (btwn.  29lh  & 30th  Sts.) 

Will  and  Connie  Peecher 

(415)  695-0578 

Open  Wed-Mon  10  am-6:30  pm 
Sun  10  am -5  pm 
Closed  Tuesday 


OPHTHALMOLOGIST 

Immunodeficiency  Eye  Disorders 

BOARD  CERTIFIED 
CATARACT  SPECIALIST 

• Glaucoma 

• Diabetic  Treatment 

• Laser  Surgery 

• Medicare  Provider 

• Blue  Cross  & Blue  Shield 

1301  Church  Street 
corner  25th  Street 
647-7730 


VCR  Tune-Up 


1 DAY  SERVICE 


CLEAN  VIDEO  HEADS 
^ CLEAN  TAPE  PATH 
LUBRICATE  AS  REQUIRED 
^ CHECK  BELTS  & ALIGNMENT 
^ AC  LEAKAGE  TEST 
BETA  OR  VHS 


s39® 


with  coupon 
expires  10/31/95 


QM€GMV 

1791  CHURCH  STREET  AT  30TH 

20  Years  Experience  in  Noe  Valley! 

WE  REPAIR 

TV’s  • VCR’s  • Stereo  Receivers 
CD  Players  • Tape  Decks  • Monitors 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

826-0732 


OPEN  MON-FRI 
10AM-6PM 
SATURDAY 
1 0AM-2  PM 
CLOSED  SUNDAY 


ATM 


Wm 

COLOR  TV  REPAIRS 

ALL  BRANDS 

Coupon  valid  lor  color  portable 
Carry-in  service  only 
with  coupon  • expires  10/31/95 
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Florences 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


The  Mysterious 
Comings  and 
Goings  of 
Summer 

Whenever  I have  to  leave  my 
house  on  foot.  I like  to  return 
by  walking  over  the  top  of 
the  Sanchez  hill,  taking  in  the  spectacu- 
lar panorama  of  the  city  as  I descend  to 
our  21st  Street  home — a warm  and 
comfortable  brown  shingled  dwelling 
with  a view  of  the  city  from  the  north- 
ern front  window. 

From  the  southern  rear  window,  my 
man  Leo  and  I look  out  upon  a growth 
of  luxuriant  greenery  that  accommodates 
a variety  of  birds,  insects,  and  other 
creepy-crawly  things.  Here  sunshine 
floods  the  kitchen/dining/workroom 
area,  where  we  spend  most  of  the  day  in 
close  contact  with  our  backyard  garden. 

Not  long  ago,  on  a stifling  hot  day  at 
the  end  of  July,  the  unlikely  sound  of 
rainfall  captured  our  attention.  At  that 
same  moment,  Wendy,  our  next-door 
neighbor,  called  out  for  us  to  come  look 
at  the  hawthorn  tree  in  our  back  yard. 
There,  to  our  astonishment,  were  six 
full-grown  parrots  (not  parakeets),  mak- 
ing their  rain-like  sound  by  cracking 
open  the  hawthorn  berries  with  their 
beaks,  then  spitting  out  what  they  didn't 
want.  They  continued  feeding  for  15 
minutes  or  so,  moved  back  to  the  plum 
tree  for  dessert,  then  flew  away  in  uni- 
son, screeching  like  rusty  hinges. 

For  the  next  couple  of  weeks,  they 
returned  many  times  each  day  for 
replenishment.  After  all.  it  takes  an 
enormous  amount  of  energy  to  fly! 

These  brilliantly  colored  parrots  had 
green  bodies  and  red  or  blue  topped 
heads  and  epaulets.  They  were  obvi- 
ously tropical  birds,  so  what  on  earth 
were  they  doing  in  our  neck  of  the  woods? 

Since  the  parrots  weren’t  talking  (just 
squawking!),  I asked  Luis  Baptista, 
ornithology  curator  at  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  if  he 
could  shed  some  light  on  the  subject. 
Although  he  did  not  actually  see  the 
birds,  he  identified  them,  based  on  my 
description,  as  South  American  breeds. 
Those  with  red  crowns,  he  said, 
sounded  like  conures.  The  ones  with 
blue  heads  were  probably  blue-fronted 
Amazonas.  He  speculated  that  the  birds 
might  have  escaped  from  someone 
involved  in  the  legal  (or  illegal)  trading 
of  exotic  birds. 

Another  puzzling  event  occurred  this 


summer.  One  Sunday  morning  when  I 
went  out  to  get  the  paper  at  6 a.m.,  I 
observed  a young  man  standing  in  front 
of  our  house,  looking  skyward  and 
whistling  repeatedly.  As  I watched  and 
wondered,  he  offered  an  explanation: 
his  bird  had  escaped  and  was  sitting  on 
the  edge  of  our  roof.  Since  I did  not 
have  my  glasses  on,  I saw  nothing.  But 
he  sounded  like  a reasonable  enough 
fellow,  so  I went  back  in  the  house  and 
forgot  about  the  incident. 

A few  days  later,  as  I returned  home 
over  the  hill  after  one  of  my  walks,  I 
was  alarmed  to  see  a tall  ladder — one 
that  should  not  have  been  there — rest- 
ing against  the  eaves  of  our  peaked 
roof.  I asked  Webb,  our  neighbor  who 
lives  closest  to  where  the  ladder  was 
placed,  if  he  had  put  it  there.  He  replied 
that  he  had  not.  On  the  contrary,  he  had 
assumed  that  we  had.  We  were  baffled! 

But  upon  further  thought,  I recalled 
the  whistling  man,  so  1 phoned  Webb  to 
ask  him  if  anyone  living  in  his  building 
had  a bird.  He  answered  yes — in  fact, 
one  of  them  owned  two  parakeets.  Since 
he  and  the  parakeet  owner  were  friends, 
he  promised  to  inquire. 

His  friend  did  indeed  turn  out  to  be 
the  man  whose  bird  had  escaped,  and 
the  one  who  had  raised  the  ladder  in 
order  to  nab  him.  In  his  happiness  over 
finding  his  feathered  friend,  however, 
he’d  forgotten  all  about  the  ladder, 
which  Webb  took  care  of  immediately. 

This  story  illustrates  how  inviting  an 
open  window  can  be  to  a confined  bird 
— a fact  that  may  account  for  the 
numerous  unlikely  species  which  visit 
our  garden  to  feed  and.  in  some  cases, 
to  multiply. 

Another  mysterious  and  rather 
disturbing  event  took  place  a 
week  later,  when  a man  rang 
our  doorbell  saying  that  he  was  the  gar- 
dener working  at  the  Solomon  house  up 
on  the  comer.  He  said  that  although  he 
usually  kept  all  of  his  tools  in  his  truck, 
he  had  forgotten  his  rake  that  day  and 
wondered  if  he  could  borrow  ours. 

Leo  and  I both  felt  suspicious  of  this 
fast-talking  character,  so  without  hesita- 
tion we  replied  that  we  did  not  own  a 
rake.  The  man  then  offered  to  do  our 
yard  work  at  a very  reasonable  price, 
but  we  declined,  saying  we  preferred  to 
attend  to  our  neglect  of  these  things  in 
our  own  manner. 

A short  while  later,  we  looked  out  our 
front  window  and  were  shocked  to  see 
this  same  “gardener”  depositing  a huge 
pile  of  clippings,  from  someone  else’s 
yard,  into  the  middle  of  our  driveway. 

It  was  10:30  a.m.,  so  we  warned  him 
that  we  had  to  drive  our  car  out  of  the 
garage  at  noon  and  that  the  haystack 
was  an  obstruction. 

He  blithely  promised  to  remove  it 
within  20  minutes.  After  an  hour,  he  had 
not  returned.  But  when  we  looked  out- 
side a little  later,  we  saw  that  the  pile 
had  been  divided,  with  one  half  on  each 
side  of  the  driveway,  leaving  just 
enough  room  for  our  car  to  pass. 


Leo  then  offered  a glimmer  of  hope 
with  the  remark,  “At  least  he’s  still 
around."  But  he  wasn’t.  We  soon  dis- 
covered that  our  good  neighbor  Angus 
Pera,  with  whom  we  had  spoken  earlier 
in  the  day  about  the  shifty  gardener,  had 
kindly  shoveled  a path  for  our  car. 

When  we  returned  from  lunch,  the 
piles  were  still  there.  The  clippings 
apparently  had  a new  home — ours! 

In  the  morning  Leo  put  a note 
under  the  windshield  wiper  of  the  car 
belonging  to  the  neighbor  whose  yard 
the  clippings  came  from,  then  left  for 
an  appointment. 

When  he  returned  home  at  5 o’clock, 
the  note  was  still  there,  so  he  walked  up 
to  the  front  door  of  the  three-unit  apart- 
ment building  and  rang  the  bell.  There 
was  no  response,  although  through  the 
window  he  could  see  someone  who 
appeared  to  be  asleep.  He  then  banged 
in  frustration  until  a groggy  figure 
finally  opened  the  door. 

“I  am  looking  for  the  person  who 
dumped  garden  trimmings  in  my  drive- 
way," Leo  stated  emphatically. 

“They  were  supposed  to  be  hauled 
away,  but  it  didn't  happen,"  came  the 
reply.  Leo  then  asked  how  those  clip- 
pings had  managed  to  transport  them- 
selves 50  feet  into  his  driveway. 

"The  wind  must  have  blown  them 
there,”  the  man  ventured,  indicating  that 
he  did  not  have  a clue. 

Nevertheless,  Leo  continued,  the  pile 
had  been  in  our  driveway  for  two  days, 
and  if  it  was  not  removed  at  once,  he 
would  be  forced  to  take  measures! 

Within  20  minutes  a truck  appeared 
to  collect  and  haul  the  clippings  to  a 
conspicuous  spot  up  the  street,  where  on 
the  following  day  (our  block’s  curbside 
pickup  day)  Sunset  Scavenger  would 
not  be  able  to  overlook  them. 

Sure  enough,  the  next  day  the  clip- 
pings were  gone,  along  with  the  so- 
called  gardener,  whom,  according  to  the 
Solomon’s  legitimate  gardener,  no  one 
had  ever  heard  of! 

We  dispose  of  our  own  clip- 
pings a little  at  a time  by  cut- 
ting them  into  small  enough 
pieces  to  fit  in  our  garbage  cans.  The 
quickest  route  from  our  garden  to  our 
cans  is  in  through  the  back  door  of  the 
house  and  out  through  the  front. 

A few  months  ago,  as  I trudged 
through  the  house  with  an  armful  of 
clippings,  some  little  garden  creature 
must  have  bailed  out  and  taken  up  resi- 
dence in  our  rear  all-purpose  room.  We 
discovered  shining  evidence  of  his  pres- 
ence when  we  looked  down  at  the  rug 
one  morning  and  saw  several  wriggling 
silver  trails  left  by  what  we  could  only 
assume  was  a snail. 


The  paths  were  so  fragile  that  they 
disappeared  during  the  day  as  we 
walked  over  them,  but  by  morning  more 
tracks  had  been  created.  Leo  and  I got 
down  on  our  hands  and  knees  and  fol- 
lowed the  trails,  trying  to  find  our  little 
friend’s  hideout.  But  we  did  not  suc- 
ceed, even  though  he  embellished 
almost  every  inch  of  our  7-by-9-foot 
synthetic  carpet. 

Given  the  absence  of  water  and 
plants,  we  wondered  where  he  was  get- 
ting his  nourishment.  Leo  argued  that  he 
ate  rugs!  Perhaps  he  did,  because  it 
seems  that  for  everything  we  grow  or 
own,  something  else  is  always  waiting 
to  nibble  on  it! 

One  morning  in  early  September  we 
spotted  something  moving  slowly 
across  the  rug.  It  proved  to  be  our  noc- 
turnal visitor,  a mottled-brown.  3-inch- 
long  garden  slug. 

To  observe  it  more  closely,  I got 
down  on  my  knees,  clutching  a magni- 
fying glass.  Unfortunately,  the  thick 
lens  of  my  somewhat  dilapidated  instru- 
ment fell  off  and  landed  on  the  little 
mollusk’s  head,  causing  him  to  retract 
into  a round  walnut  shape. 

He’s  a goner,  I thought,  and  was 
about  to  administer  last  rites  when  he 
re -extended  himself  and  began  making 
a beeline  for  the  garden.  As  Leo  and  I 
watched,  he  slithered  away,  disappear- 
ing under  the  narrow  space  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  door. 

We  later  discovered  several  shiny, 
well-traveled  paths  leading  from  our 
deck  to  the  garden  soil  below. 

Before  long,  however,  the  little  crea- 
ture will  be  gone — gone  like  the  par- 
rots. the  berries,  and  the  summer  itself. 
But  he  will  always  be  remembered  for 
the  lovely  patterns  in  silver,  left  on  our 
carpet  during  the  warm  golden  months 
of  this  especially  intriguing  summer.  □ 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  ► Since  1975 
OLDEST  SUSHI  BAR  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Matsuya 

Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  & Wine 


(HU’S  (HOI  (I  Of  SUSHI 


Open  4-11  Monday-Saturday 
3856  24th  Street  (between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg)  282-7989  ^ 


ELISA’S  HEALTH  SPA 

4026/4  24th  Street  (between  Noe  and  Castro)  • 821-6727 

Hot  Tubs,  Sauna,  Steamroom,  Massage 

Open  Wednesday-Monday 
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Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendix 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

$4795* 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

S2479s* 

Guaranteed 


Front  or  rear 
Pads  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


2 yr., 20,000  miles  on  ports 

1 yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 
New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 


4.  Pilot  Bearing 

Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th) 
431-9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Musi  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written  Call  lor  warranty  details  Most  cars  and  light  trucks  Metallic  pads  ertra  We  do  not 
pay  our  employees  commissions  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete  the  repair  property  Cost  may 
be  substantial  We  perlorm  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price 


SMOG  INSPECTION 

S 


16 


S1 995. 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  than 


wrc  by  I2iPQ 


50  7 

for  cert 

FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
_ WHEN  WORKJS  DONE  HERE. 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER 

• Up  to  5 quarts 
• Replace  Oil  Filter 
Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP  & SERVICE 

47.95  6 cvl. 


~i 
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Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 


BURRITOS  • TACOS  • ENCHILADAS 
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TAQUERIA 

Serving 

Fresh  • Fast  • Fantastic 

MEXICAN  FOOD 


In  the  Heart  of 

NOE  VALLEY 


Open  Everyday  1 1 am  - 10  pm 
3917  24th  Street  at  Sanchez  • 648-0477 
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PET  PR 

O ] 

E C T S 

DOG  TRAINING 


One-on-one  lessons 
in  the  doQ’s  own  environment 
(home1' or  business) 

Po  8ox  2 'ko 


Glen  Canyon  Animal  Hospital 

A Unique  Focus  on  Preventative  Health  Care  for  Dogs  and  Cats 


He opt*)  Mtmder 


AAHA 


(AMERICAN 

ANIMAL 

aSCiation 


i rrlln,,  im  Small  Ammal  ( , 


Dentistry:  Root  Canal,  Filling,  Periodontal  Procedures 
& Jaw  Fractures 

Nutrition:  Specialty  Diets,  Allergies,  Obesity  & 
Urological 

Flea  Control:  Advanced  Insect  Growth  Regulators, 
Flea  Products 

Chronic  Disease  Management:  Heart  Disease  & 
Immunodeficiency 

In  Office  Testing:  General  Blood  Screening,  Diabetic 
Monitoring,  Feline  Leukemia  Virus,  Feline  Immuno- 
deficiency Virus,  Heartworm  Antigen  and  Parvovirus 


WE  PROVIDE  PERSONAL  PET  CARE! 


FREE  CONVENIENT  PARKING 

Located  in  the  Diamond  Heights 
Shopping  Center  behind  Thrifty  Jr. 


Richard  C.  Spickard,  DVM 
W.  Chris  Hummel,  DVM 

920-6980 


c 

FUZZY  FACES 

yiLicribem  are  special! 

DOC  WALKING 
V*  j£&  PET  SITTING 

1 The  Noe  Valley  Voice  thanks  all  of  you 
who  form  our  loyal  readership. 

821-0104 

1 We  really  appreciate  your  support! 

ANNA  MUMAW  BONDED 

CRITTER 

FRITTERS 

PET  FOODS  & SUPPLIES 

(415)  239-7387 

670  Chenery  St.,  SF 

Open  7 days  a week! 

Ask  us  about  our 
frequent  buyer  card! 
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Denizens  of  Glen  Park.  The  Santana  brothers,  Benjamin  (left)  and  Roy,  pose  at  the  corner  of  Diamond  and  Chenery  in  our  sister  neigh- 
borhood to  the  south.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


THE  WORLD  OF  GLEN  PARK 


Glen  Park 
Noe  Valley 


GLEN  PARK 

DENTAL  OFFICE 


Dan  Gustavson,  DDS 
& Associates 

Dental  Care  for 
the  Whole  Family 

BLEACHING 

IMPLANTS 

VENEERS 

Weekend  and  evening 
hours  available. 

2790  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco 


585-1500 


To  advertise 
on  the 

Glen  Park  page 

call  Jane  at 

5501991 


FINE  WINES  C*  SPIRITS 

A woman-owned  business  since  1976 

A Cozy  Wine  Shop  in  the  Qlen  Park  Village 

Our  Specialty:  The  best  wines  we  can  find  for  $4.99  to  $6.99 
15%  off  wine  by  the  case  • We  also  carry  beer,  spirits  and  sake 

r~ 1 

Open  everyday  10  am-8  pm,  Fri.  & Sat.  to  9 pm  ! Mention  this 

678  Chenery  Street  j 10%"oFF 

(415)  587^2649  • San  Francisco  | a^of 


GLEN 

PARK 

HARDWARE 


OPEN  6 DAYS 

Plumbing  • Electric  • Glass 
Pipe  Threading  • Keys 
Home  & Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 
Mon  to  Sat.  till  5:30  pm 


585-5761 

685  CHENERY  AT  DIAMOND 


GLEN 

PARK 

BOOKS 


A community  bookstore 


2788  Diamond  (Chenery) 
San  Francisco  94131 
586-3733 


Special  orders 
welcome!! 

Mon-Sat  10am-9pm 
Sun  10am-5pm 

OPEN  DAILY 


Fine  Coffees 
Teas  • Desserts 


Open  7 Days 
M-F  6:30  am-7:30  pm 
Sat.  7 am-6:30  pm 
Sun.  8 am-4  pm 


415  337  9660 


2885  Diamond 
Street,  SF,  94131 


Near  Glen 
Park  BART 


Beth  Kershaw,  Realtor 

• Creator  of  the  Glen  Park 
Service  Directory 

• Glen  Park  Homeowner 

Your  Glen  Park  Connection 

550-1302  ext.  215 


I make  house  calls 
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oLa  fPctite  Ollonte^oai 

Pre-school  and  family  daycare 

Hours  7:30  am -6:00  pm  • 5 days/week 
Ages  2-6 ’French  Taught 

3883  20th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
(415)  550-1114 

Mate  license  *380506413 


A Day  in  the 
Kindergarten 

Experience  a Waldorf  kindergarten 
from  a child’s  perspective 

Saturday,  October  28 
or 

Saturday,  November  11 
9:00  am  to  12:00  noon 

Please  call  ahead  to  register 

For  information  and  tours 
please  call  415-931-2750 

San  Francisco  Waldorf  School 
2938  Washington  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94115 


Michiels 

School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 


A well  balanced  program  of  academic  education,  creative  shared  play,  and 
structured  activities — an  active  school  experience  for  groiving  children. 

AGES  3 MONTHS  TO  8 YEARS 

Infants-Preschool-Pre-K  • Kindergarten-First  and  Second  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  am  to  6:00  pm  • Evening  care  2:00  pm  to  Midnight 

Open  House  by  appointment,  each  Tuesday  at  9:30  and  10:30  am 

(415)  821-1434  ext.  11 

Katherine  Michiels  • 1335  Guerrero  • San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
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Every  disposable  diaper  jfMjt 
ever  used  by  every  baby 
in  the  world  since  the 
very  first  one  was  ever 
sold  (1963)  still  exists 
somewhere  on  this 
planet.  That's  something 
to  think  about. 


Dy*Dee  Wash  supplies 
soft  natural  cotton 
diapers  — comfortable, 
affordable,  reusable/ 
recyclable  for  your  baby 
and  your  baby's  future 


4'a 


761-4445 
Cotton  Diaper  Service 

DY’DEE 

WASH 


MS 


w 


1298  Church  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

642-1556 

9 am -6  pm 
Monday-  Saturday 

Closed  Sunday 

Come  see 
ferry , Stephanie 
& Mike 


Stuff  for  kids 


Phyllis  Shulman,  MFCC 


A PSYCHOTHERAPY  PRACTICE 


Individual  Adults 
& Adolescents 

Couples  & Families 
Play  Therapy  for  Children 


(415)  285-4724 


Children’s 
Day  School 

333  Dolores  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


A progressive  Monlessori  school 
located  on  a one-acre  oasis  in 
the  heart  ol  the  San  Francisco  Sunbelt, 
designed  lor  the  development  of 
the  total  child,  ages  2-7. 
Committed  to  an  ethnically  and 
culturally  diverse  student  body. 

Day  School  8:30  - 2:30 
Extended  Care  7:30  - 8:15  / 2:30  - 6:00 

861-5432 


"Just  for  Kindergarten,  1996 


n 


Brandeis  Hillel  Day  School 

We  welcome  students  from 
diverse  Jewish  backgrounds 

ACADEMICS  • EXCELLENCE  . VALUES 
Kindergarten-8th  Grade 

A BENEFICIARY  OF  THE  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  FEDERATION 


Open  House 

Brandeis  Hillel  Day  School 

cordially  invites  you  to  a special 
evening  to  learn  about  our  school 

IN  SAN  FRANCISCO  AND  MARIN 


Wednesday,  November  1, 1995 

655  Brotherhood  Way 
San  Francisco 

7:00-9:00  PM 
RSVP  (415)  406-1035 


Thursday,  November  9, 1995 

200  N.  San  Pedro  Road 
San  Rafael 

7:00-9:00  PM 
RSVP  (415)  472-1833 
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Here’s  Lookin’  at  You,  Princess.  Nora  and  her  mom  Janice  are  suited,  painted,  and  ready  for  school  on  Church  Street.  It  just  so  happens  it's  Halloween.  Photo  by  Pomelo  Gerard 


FAMILY  VALUES 

Immaculate 
Conception 
Academy 

A CATHOLIC  SECONDARY  SCHOOL  FOR  YOUNG  WOMEN 

welcomes  6th,  7th  and  8th-graders 

and  their  families  to  its  annual 

Open  House 

Sunday,  October  29,  1995 
from  1:00  p.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

3625  - 24th  Street 
Corner  24th  and  Guerrero  Streets 
San  Francisco,  California  94110 
(415)  824-2052 

Sponsored  by  the  Dominican  Sisters 
of  Mission  San  Jose  since  1883 
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Are  you  looking 
for  an  excellent 
education  for  your 
grade  school  child? 

We  are  a Catholic  school  that  serves 
families  of  multi-ethnic  and  social 
backgrounds  in  an  environment 
of  energy  and  enthusiasm. 

We  have  a tradition  of  serving  grades 
K-8  for  nearly  80  years.  We  were  the 
first  archdiocesan  school  to  pioneer 
extended  day  care. 

Christian  community  is  a priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and 
concern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's 
Noe  Valley,  where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Our  prices  are  competitive 
For  further  information  call  648-2055 

Currently  located  at 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street  (at  23rd  St.),  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


St.  Paul 

SCHOOL 


BRIO 


Wooden 

Railway 


BRIO  PLAY  DAY 

Saturday,  October  7,  10  am  to  2 pm 

Little  Bean  Sprouts  in  Noe  Valley 

Order  for  the  holidays  & receive 
15%  off  all  Brio  and  Mec  toys! 


little  b 


e a n s 


Noe  Valley 

3961  A 24th  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94114 
415-550-1668 

WE  EXPANDED  OUR  HOURS  IN  NOE  VALLEY! 

Mon-Sat  10  am  to  7 pm 
Sunday  11  am  to  6 pm 


Ghirardelli  Square 

900  North  Point  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 
415-346-1662 

Sun-Thurs  10  am  to  6 pm 
Fri-Sat  1 0 am  to  9 pm 


Mm  tfAucwee*/ 


SMALL  FRYS 

FOR  THE  BEST  FALL 
FASHIONS  FOR  CHILDREN 
AND  BABIES! 


We  will  be  open  for  Treating  on 
October  3 V* 


4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 

Children’s  sizes  0 to  14.  Open  7 days  a week. 
We  ship  via  UPS.  (41 5)  648-3954 


MIDWIVES 

Pregnancy,  birth  A postpartum  care 

Birth  at  home  can  be  a safe,  joyful  and 
personally  empowering  experience  for  you 
and  your  family.  Please  call  us  for  a 
consultation. 

Wi eewoman  Childbirth  Traditions 
Maria  A.  lorillo  & Jennifer  L.  Clapp 


235-9233 


232-5372 


Kids  All  Around 

FAMILY  DAY  CARE 

Araceh  "Chely"  Lozada,  director 
LICENSE  » 380506442 

• Credential 

• CPR  & First  Aid  Certified 

• Licensed 

• FT  & PT 

• Nutritious  Meals 

• 2 Languages: 

English  & Spanish  824-2403 


Looking  for  a dynamic 
school  with  active 
parent  involvement? 

Join  Us  At 

Alvarado  School 

Noe  Valley's  Neighborhood 
Public  Elementary  School 

Saturday,  November  4th  10  am 

10:00-10:15  Coffee  and  Welcome 

10:15-11:30  Presentations  & Group  Discussion 

11:30-12:30  Individual  Questions  & Classroom  Visits 

Visit  our  classrooms  ana  our  new 
artroom,  meet  teachers  and  parents 
of  current  students,  and  learn  about 
Alvarado's  advantages — including 
an  on-site  After  School  Care  Program 

Alvarado  School 
625  Douglass  Street  695-5695 
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MORE 

MOUTHS 

to  feed 


Joshua  Daniel  Norden 


In  Cahoots 

Designer  Children's  Wear 
At  Outlet  Prices 

35-50%  Off 

American  Widgeon 
Pattycakes 
Wollypogs 
Pia  Bibs 

Mimi  the  Sardine 
Esse  Pink 
Caspi  Kids 
Bizzy  Gear 

Bring  this  ad  with  you  for  an  additional  10%  off! 

Diamond  Heights  Shopping  Center 
5214B  Diamond  Heights  Blvd.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415  824-8599 


Upon  his  birth  at  California  Pacific 
Medical  Center  on  Sept.  28,  1993, 
at  5 p.m..  9-pound,  13-ounce  Josh  Nor- 
den  distinguished  himself  as  the  first  na- 
tive San  Franciscan  in  his  family. 

Josh’s  parents,  Melanie  Norden,  35, 
and  Greg  Norden,  40.  along  with  his  big 
sister  Jessica.  1 0.  moved  from  the  Big  Ap- 
ple to  the  City  by  the  Bay  in  1992. 

“After  looking  all  over  the  city  and  the 
Peninsula,  Noe  Valley  was  the  place  we 
chose  as  our  home.”  says  Melanie.  "We 
know  all  of  our  neighbors,  and  people 
here  are  community-oriented.” 

Josh  has  helped  his  family  to  feel  even 
closer  to  the  community.  “He  knows  a lot 
of  people  in  the  neighborhood,”  says  Mel- 
anie. ‘Til  be  strolling  around  Noe  Valley 
and  people  will  say,  “Hi,  Josh!’  He’s  a 
very  friendly  kid.”  He  especially  likes  so- 
cializing with  his  play  group  buddies 
twice  a week  at  the  Upper  Noe  Rec  Cen- 
ter, she  adds. 

With  his  blond  hair  and  chunky  build. 
Josh  resembles  one  of  the  offspring  of 
cave  couple  Betty  and  Barney  Rubble  in 
the  TV  show  The  Flintstones  — thus  his 
nickname  “Bam-Bam,”  given  to  him  by 
the  check-out  clerks  at  Bell  Market.  “He’s 
a huge  kid,”  laughs  Melanie. 

Adds  Greg.  “He's  used  to  getting  his 
own  way  with  other  kids  because  he’s  big. 
He  once  wanted  a toy  and  another  kid  was 
in  the  way.  I saw  him  pick  up  the  kid  and 
move  him  out  of  the  way.  That’s  not  good!” 
When  not  hanging  out  with  his  peers, 
“Josh  likes  to  play  ball  with  his  sister, 
chase  after  her.  and  go  into  her  room  to 


Two-year-old  Josh  Norden,  aka ‘‘Bam-Bam,’'  brings  delight  to  his  sister  Jessica  and  Dad  and  Mom.  Greg  and  Melanie  Norden.  Photo  byTomWachs 


make  a mess  when  she  can’t  catch  him  in 
time,”  says  Greg.  “He’s  very  mischievous." 

Jessica  was  present  when  Josh  was 
bom.  and  the  two  are  tight.  One  of  Josh's 
favorite  words,  in  fact,  is  his  nickname  for 
Big  Sis:  “Cool.” 

He  also  enjoys  saying  “Mommy”  (“It’s 
like  a chant  to  him,”  notes  Melanie),  as 
well  as  “wa-wa,"  “rice,”  and  "cheese." 

Melanie  and  Greg  met  in  Seattle  in 
1 979  when  Greg  was  shopping  for  clothes 
for  his  new  job  at  Boeing,  and  Melanie 
was  the  salesperson  who  helped  him. 

"We  dated  three  or  four  days  and  then 
moved  in  together,"  says  Melanie.  “We 
knew  it  was  something  pretty  special. 
About  two  months  later,  we  drove  to  New 
York  in  a VW  bug." 


Greg  still  works  for  Boeing,  now  as  a 
regional  director  for  customer  service, 
while  Melanie  works  from  their  26th 
Street  home  (“so  I can  touch  base  with 
Josh”)  as  a marketing  consultant  for  small 
businesses. 

The  Nordens  agree  that  one  of  their  fa- 
vorite activities  is  watching  their  children 
discover  things  about  the  world.  “He  has 
so  much  energy,"  says  Melanie,  “that  he 
won’t  sit  on  my  lap  for  more  than  two  sec- 
onds.” But  he  will  sit  on  the  back  of 
Greg's  bicycle  for  hours  without  com- 
plaining, as  they  tour  the  Bay  Area.  He 
has  inherited  his  dad’s  athleticism,  too. 

"He  has  a great  throwing  arm,"  says 
Melanie,  "and  has  had  a great  overhand 
since  he  was  a year  old.  We’ll  put  him  on 


a sports  track  to  help  him  get  his  energy 
dispersed.” 

With  his  quick  and  easy  laugh.  Josh 
brings  much  happiness  into  his  family. 

“It’s  hard  to  be  in  the  moment." 
Melanie  says,  "but  children  help  you  do 
that  a lot."  — Michele  Lynn 

More  Mouths  to  Feed  wants 

to  show  off  your  newest  family  member. 
If  you  have  welcomed  a baby  into  the 
house  or  just  adopted  a teenager,  please 
send  your  announcement  to  the  Noe  Val- 
ley Voice.  Attention:  More  Mouths  to 
Feed,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco. 
CA  941 14.  Don’t  forget  to  include  your 
address  and  phone  number,  so  we  can 
arrange  for  the  family  portrait.  □ 


veiT 


booksellers 


3910  Twenty-Fourth  Street  near  Sanchez 
San  Francisco  •(41 5)  282-8080 

Monday  through  Saturday  10  am-9  pm 
Sunday  10  am-6  pm 


lightning? 


Make  Cover  to  Cover  your  stop  for  scary 
books — before  it's  too  late!  g j 

Remember,  the  Maira  Kalman  \ 
signing  Sunday,  October  8 at  2 pm, 
and... HAPPY  HALLOWEEN! 
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Lynn  Witt  and  Sherry  Thomas  (right)  invite  their  neighbors  to  join  them  in  celebrating  the  pub- 
lication of  their  Gay  Almanac  at  What’s  for  Dessert  Oct.  22.  A to  6 p.m.  Photo  by  Tom  Wachs 


Gay  Almanac 
Comes  Out 

By  Karen  Topakian 

Out  in  All  Directions:  The  Almanac  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  America  hit  the  shelves 
of  Bay  Area  bookstores  last  month.  And 
scores  of  San  Franciscans  are  proud  to  say 
they  took  part  in  the  book. 

Written  and  co-edited  by  two  Noe  Val- 
ley residents  and  an  editor  and  writer  liv- 
ing on  the  East  Coast,  the  almanac  is  a 
long-awaited  compendium  of  facts  and 
anecdotes  on  gay  history,  politics,  and 
culture  in  the  United  States.  It  has  639 
pages  covering  more  than  175  different 
topics,  and  includes  90  original  pieces 
written  by  55  contributors. 

The  initial  idea  for  the  almanac  was 
cooked  up  over  dinner  in  1992.  when 
Maureen  Egan,  an  editor  at  Warner 
Books,  and  Loretta  Barrett,  a New  York 
literary  agent,  were  reminiscing  about 
working  together  on  the  1970s  best  seller 
The  People’s  Almanac  Both  women  rec- 
ognized the  need  for  a similar  tome  on  the 
accomplishments  of  gays  and  lesbians. 

Barrett  said  she  knew  just  the  person  to 
take  on  the  project:  an  editor  living  in  San 
Francisco  named  Sherry  Thomas,  for- 
merly owner  and  publisher  of  Spinsters 
Book  Company.  But  as  it  turned  out, 
Thomas,  who  had  switched  careers  to  be- 
come executive  director  of  the  Library 
Foundation  of  San  Francisco,  didn’t  have 
time  to  tackle  it  on  her  own. 

However,  when  Thomas  told  her  do- 
mestic partner.  Lynn  Witt,  about  the  book 
offer  she  had  just  turned  down.  Witt  urged 
her  to  consider  another  possibility:  What 
if  she  wrote  the  book,  with  Thomas  act- 
ing as  her  creative  consultant? 

Thomas  liked  the  idea,  and  Warner 
Books  accepted  their  jointly  written  book 
proposal.  Then  Witt,  a longtime  activist 
for  gay  and  lesbian  causes,  quit  her  job  as 
a systems  analyst  at  Hewlett  Packard  and 
dove  in  to  the  almanac  full-time.  Along 
the  way,  Eric  Marcus,  the  New  York  writer 
who  co-authored  diving  champion  Greg 
Louganis’  book  Breaking  the  Surface, 
joined  the  project  as  another  co-editor. 

Witt  began  interviewing,  compiling, 
researching,  and  writing  in  July  1993, 
with  the  hope  of  seeing  the  book  pub- 


lished and  released  while  Clinton  was  still 
in  the  White  House. 

A California  native,  she  traveled  across 
the  United  States  for  the  First  time  in  her 
life,  talking  to  people  in  dozens  of  cities 
and  communities  around  the  country. 

Witt  says  she  found  support  every- 
where she  went,  and  a strong  desire  to 
contribute.  “The  book  was  shaped  by 
whoever  1 met,"  she  says.  She  found  con- 
tacts by  placing  ads  in  gay  newspapers, 
on  bulletin  boards,  and  by  checking  with 
gay  groups  on  the  Internet. 

The  information  superhighway  put  her 
in  touch  with  lesbians  and  gays  in  Wy- 
oming. Minnesota.  Massachusetts,  and 
even  Mexico,  but  a good  share  of  the 
book’s  contributors  are  living  and  work- 
ing in  San  Francisco.  “The  Gay  and  Les- 
bian History  Project  is  here,"  explains 
Witt.  “And  in  San  Francisco  I found  that 


people  were  particularly  open-minded 
and  engaging." 

For  the  chapter  on  "How  We  Meet." 
Witt  went  online  to  ask  the  question. 
"Where  did  you  meet  your  most  recent 
lover/boyfriend/girlfriend/trick?”  To  spur 
the  dialogue,  she  included  her  own  per- 
sonal account  of  how  she  met  Thomas:  “We 
met  in  1987,  at  the  laundromat  on  24th 
and  Church  streets  at  2 p.m.  on  a Sunday, 
when  normally  neither  of  us  would  have 
been  doing  our  laundry.  We  had  seen  each 
other  around  the  neighborhood  and  struck 
up  a conversation,"  she  said. 

The  answers  selected  for  print  reflect 
some  of  the  normal  (and  novel)  ways  les- 
bians and  gays  Find  each  other — at  sum- 
mer camp,  at  the  circus,  while  shopping, 
or  while  getting  out  the  vote  on  Election 
Day. 

Witt  based  another  section,  "Out  at 


Work,"  on  a question  posed  by  a gay  li- 
brarian over  the  Internet:  “Should  I be 
‘out’  at  work?”  the  librarian  asked. 

When  she  interviewed  members  of  the 
Minneapolis  Gay  and  Lesbian  Commu- 
nity Action  Council,  they  suggested  she 
meet  Jean  Nicholas  Tretter,  an  avid  col- 
lector of  political  buttons.  This  meeting 
proved  fruitful.  Witt  chose  selections 
from  Tretter ’s  collection  for  the  images  at 
the  start  of  each  chapter. 

Out  in  All  Directions  runs  the  gamut  of 
subjects,  from  dating  and  travel  tips  to 
hate-crime  laws  and  gay  synagogues.  It 
also  celebrates  and  explores  gay  spiritu- 
ality, sexuality,  and  diversity.  Where  else 
can  you  read  in  one  volume  about  the  his- 
tory of  lesbian  erotica  as  well  as  the  ups 
and  downs  of  the  gay  rodeo  circuit? 

The  opening  chapter,  “We  Are  Every- 
where,” proFiles  who’s  who  in  gay  histo- 
ry and  contemporary  popular  culture. 
"But  no  one  is  outed,”  insists  Thomas. 
“That  was  a strong  philosophical  tenet  of 
the  book.  We  made  sure  we  had  clear  sub- 
stantiation of  every  entry,  either  through 
other  sources,  or  through  correspon- 
dence, love  letters,  etc." 

Thomas  acknowledged,  however,  the 
dilemma  of  applying  current  standards  of 
behavior  to  past  situations.  Although  Dr. 
Josephine  Baker,  for  example,  the  pioneer 
in  public  health  who  isolated  the  Typhoid 
Mary  virus,  may  not  have  called  herself 
a lesbian,  she  did  dress  as  a man  and  was 
the  longtime  lover  of  Australian-born 
novelist  I.A.R.  Wylie,  also  a woman. 

As  comprehensive  as  the  almanac  is. 
says  Witt,  she  would  have  liked  to  include 
more  information.  She  wanted  a section 
on  women  fliers  during  World  War  II,  for 
instance.  And  she  wanted  more  about  gay 
siblings  and  theater,  as  well  as  ethnic, 
racial,  and  religious  identity  issues. 

In  lieu  of  that,  however,  she  plans  to 
turn  her  attention  to  updating  the  politi- 
cal portions  of  the  almanac  for  the  paper- 
back edition,  due  out  in  nine  months. 

Both  Witt  and  Thomas  are  looking  for- 
ward to  promoting  the  book.  "Gay  books 
rarely  cross  into  the  straight  world.  We 
hope  families  will  buy  it  for  kids  or  par- 
ents," says  Thomas.  "Straight  people  can 
leam  a lot  about  our  world  in  this  book.” 

Several  book  signings  and  events  are 
coming  up  for  Out  in  All  Directions  this 
month,  including  a neighborhood  book 
party  Sunday,  Oct.  22.  at  What’s  for  Des- 
sert. 1497  Church  St..  4 to  6 p.m.  □ 


Now  in  our  5th  year! 


Circles  for  Women 


small  classes 
12-week  sessions 
full  6 half-day  workshops 
call  for  current  schedule 
415  337  7207 
Linda  Elkin 


Want  to  write  but  Find  it  difficult  to  get  started  or 
keep  going?  Already  writing  but  need  a group  for 
feedback  and  support?  We  provide  safe,  supportive 
classes  to  give  you  the  structure  to  write  and  a community 
where  you  can  share  your  writing.  We'll  use  various 
exercises  involving  dreams,  photos,  etc.  Join  us  for  a 
few  hours,  an  entire  day,  or  for  a longer  series.  All 
types  of  writing;  all  levels  of  experience  welcome. 


'Such  Succulent  Sushi — Fresh  from  the  Sea " 

* * * Patricia  Unterman,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


^ In  Hamano  Siuihi 

\VJ  SUSHI  BA R A NDJ  A PA  N 15SK  R KSTA  l RA  NT 


The  City's  first  choice  for  great  sushi  and  Japanese  dining 


NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY 

Presbyterian  Church,  USA 
1 02 1 Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street  282-23 1 7 

Intergcnerational  Learning  Together  9:30-  10:15  a.m. 
Sunday  Worship:  1 0:30  a.m.  Childcare  provided 


BARGAINS 

CAFE 

BARGAINS 


Flea  Market  and  Bake  Sale 

Saturday  October  7,  10  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 
Housewares,  Objets  d'Art 
Toys,  Games,  Books,  Clothes 
All  day  Gourmet  Luncheon 

DON'T  MISS  IT!  Sanchez  Street  between  23rd  and  24th 


1332  Castro  Street  (at  24th  Street) 
826-0825 


Open  7 days  a week 
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Hart  Sprager 
Listens  to 
The  Sound  of 
The  Earth 

By  Susan  Bistline 

The  Sound  of  the  Earth,  a just-pub- 
lished memoir  by  Noe  Valley  writer  Hart 
Sprager,  is  a classic  case  of  the  book  that 
almost  wasn’t. 

In  fact,  the  book — a soul-searching  ac- 
count of  Sprager ’s  1986  pilgrimage  to  In- 
dia and  Nepal  to  shake  off  a wrenching 
midlife  crisis  — practically  went  up  in 
smoke. 

“I  finished  the  second  draft  in  1991  be- 
fore I went  to  India  the  second  time.  I sent 
off  copies  to  publishers  and  agents,  and 
gave  my  daughter’s  return  address.  But 
my  belongings  were  stored  in  a friend’s 
home  in  the  Oakland  Hills.”  explains  the 
60-year-old  Sprager,  while  sipping  tea  at 
a neighborhood  coffeehouse. 

"On  October  20.  as  I was  heading  up 
towards  Dharamsala,  the  fire  hit.  and  all 
the  disks,  notes,  and  journals  were  burned 
in  the  [Oakland  Hills)  fire.  It  was  only  be- 
cause my  daughter  had  received  rejected 
manuscripts  from  publishers  that  there 
was  anything  left.  I had  to  take  those  manu- 
scripts and  put  them  back  on  disk,  rewriting 
the  book  for  the  third  time  in  the  process." 

After  months  of  reconstructing  his 
spiritual  travels.  Sprager  then  set  out  to 
market  the  revised  manuscript.  One  year 
and  44  rejections  later,  his  literary  agent 
informed  him  that  the  list  of  prospective 
publishers  had  dwindled  to  three. 

"He  told  me,  ‘If  this  doesn’t  work  out. 
I may  have  to  send  it  back  to  you.’"  For- 
tunately, the  agent  called  again  a week  lat- 
er and  reported  that  North  Star  Publica- 
tions, a small  Massachusetts  publisher, 
had  accepted  the  book. 

The  Sound  of  the  Earth  was  published 
in  July  of  1995,  and  has  already  received 
critical  acclaim.  Wrote  Kate  Wheeler,  au- 
thor of  Not  Where  I Started  From:  "If  for 
some  reason  you  can’t  go  to  India  your- 
self— or  if  you've  been  there,  and  miss  it 
— Hart  Sprager  can  take  you  along  with 
him  on  a pilgrimage,  from  innocence 
through  rage  to  epiphany  and  back  again." 

The  book,  written  in  journal  form,  does 
indeed  transport  the  reader  into  the 
sounds,  sights,  and  smells  (and  humor)  of 
Sprager’s  adventure.  During  his  10- 
month  sojourn,  he  scaled  the  Himalayas 
and  visited  the  sacred  shrines  of  Bod- 
hgaya.  He  faced  death  by  bus  ride,  mob 
violence,  rock  slide,  and  "transcendental 
dysentery."  He  communed  with  lepers 
and  beggars  in  the  slums  of  Bombay,  and 
with  numerous  spiritual  teachers,  includ- 


ALTERNATIVE:  def. 
noun;  affording 
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two  or  more  things 

• On  fabulous  palm-lined  Dolores 

• Inspired  Coffee  Creations 

• Sweet  Treats  from  "Just  Desserts" 

• 20%  off  purchase  with  this  ad 
10%  off  Coffee  Beans 
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JAVA  JOINT 

1551  Dolores  Street 
at  Valley 
415  824  5524 
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ing  the  revered  Dalai  Lama  and  Hindu 
master  Shankaracharya. 

Most  of  all,  he  embarked  on  a treach- 
erous inner  journey. 

“On  one  level  it’s  a story  about  the  cli- 
max of  my  midlife  crisis,  my  pilgrimage 
to  India,  and  a confrontation  with  harsh 
reality,"  Sprager  says.  "On  a more  pro- 
found level,  it’s  about  giving  up  my  at- 
tachment to  the  inner  child  and  honoring 
the  inner  adult." 

Before  experiencing  his  epiphany, 
Sprager  had  gone  through  years  of  what 
he  calls  a "pre-midlife  crisis.” 

“By  the  time  I was  fifty,  I had... 
changed  professions  at  least  nine  times — 
I’d  been  an  actor,  writer  and  story  con- 
sultant, documentary  filmmaker,  foreign 
service  officer,  producer-director  of  tele- 
vision commercials,  columnist  for  a Texas 
newspaper,  commentator  for  National 
Public  Radio  ...  and  full-time  vagabond," 
he  writes. 

(Sprager  had  starred  on  TV’s  Burns 
and  Allen  in  the  1950s  and  on  Dallas  and 
Who's  the  Boss  in  the  ’80s;  worked  as  a 
story  consultant  on  Alfred  Hitchcock  Pre- 
sents. Maverick,  and  77  Sunset  Strip . and 
traveled  to  Laos,  Tokyo,  Mexico,  and 
Brazil  to  produce  documentary  films  for 
the  U.S.  Information  Service.  What’s 
more,  he  had  been  blessed  with  a 30-year 
marriage  to  a loving  wife,  a son  and  a 
daughter,  and  the  proverbial  house  and 
two  cars  in  suburbia.) 

He  was  a master  at  conspicuous  con- 
sumption, he  says,  but  he  still  wasn’t 
happy. 

"I  was  fifty-one  and  desperate,"  he 
tells  us  in  the  book,  “desperate  because 
all  the  things  I had  already  tried  didn’t 
seem  to  make  any  lasting  difference.  The 
demons  kept  coming  faster  than  I could 
run.  They  were  right  behind  me,  threat- 
ening to  destroy  me.  and  I didn’t  even 
know  who  or  what  they  were.  It  was  at 
that  exquisite  peak  of  self-pity  and  de- 
spair that  a great  spiritual  friend  appeared 
in  my  life  and  said,  ’Chuck  everything 
and  go  to  India.’ 

"He  didn ’t  say,  ‘Go  to  an  Indian  restau- 
rant.” He  said,  ‘Go  to  India,”’  Sprager 
quips. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States  in 
December  of  1986,  Sprager  spent  a year 
under  the  guidance  of  Tibetan  master  Gen 
Lamrimpa  in  a retreat  center  in  southern 
Washington.  During  that  time  — "the 
most  productive  year  of  my  life" — he  re- 
mained silent,  sat  on  a pillow,  and  medi- 
tated. When  he  emerged  from  the  retreat, 
Sprager  accepted  a week-long  house-sit- 
ting job  in  Malibu. 

"It  lasted  a year,”  he  recalls.  "It  was  on 
the  beach,  in  a $6  million  house.  I didn’t 
have  to  do  anything  but  feed  the  cat.  A 
maid  came  in  regularly  to  clean  the  house. 

I did  have  to  buy  my  own  food.  I had  no 
income  whatsoever,  and  I was  living  on 
my  savings." 

Acting  on  a friend’s  suggestion,  he 
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turned  his  interest  in  massage  (something 
that  had  begun  in  India)  into  a way  to 
make  a living.  He  became  certified  as  a 
massage  therapist,  and  has  supported 
himself  in  that  manner  and  with  his  writ- 
ing ever  since. 

Three  years  ago  Sprager  came  to  San 
Francisco  to  take  a volunteer  hospice 
training  offered  by  the  Zen  Center  at  Page 
and  Laguna  streets. 

“I  still  work  as  a volunteer  at  the  Zen 
Center  hospice,”  he  says,  "but  this  led  to 
paid  work  giving  massages  to  people  in 
extended-care  facilities,  homes  for  the  el- 
derly, and  Kaiser  hospice  patients." 

Shortly  after  arriving  in  the  city, 
Sprager  also  answered  a "Roommate 
Wanted”  ad  for  a flat  on  Dolores  Street. 
“I  like  the  area,"  he  says,  “because  it  is  a 
small  town  within  a city.  You  have  an  op- 
portunity to  get  to  know  the  people  in  the 
shops,  in  the  coffeehouses,  in  the  markets. 

"I  especially  like  where  I live  because 
it’s  between  the  Mission  and  Noe  Valley. 
I love  to  go  down  to  the  Mission  and  hang 
out  in  Latin  America  and  then  come  back 
up  here.  It  is  almost  like  being  in  two  dif- 
ferent countries." 

Sprager’s  lifestyle  has  changed  radi- 
cally since  his  pre-India  days.  He  owns 
no  car,  television,  or  other  tokens  of 
worldly  success. 

“It’s  a question  of  deciding  how  you 
want  to  live,"  he  says.  “You  can  either 
work  to  attain  a lot  of  fame  or  money  — 
all  those  things  we  are  told  we  are  sup- 
posed to  have — or  you  can  say,  ‘I’d  like 
to  do  something  that  is  right  livelihood." 
like  working  in  a hospice. 

Although  The  Sound  of  the  Earth  is  en- 
joying financial  success — the  first  print- 
ing of  4,000  copies  was  released  in  July, 
and  a second  printing  of  1 0,000  is  already 
under  way — Sprager  hasn’t  forgotten  his 
spiritual  lessons.  As  a practitioner  of  Ti- 
betan Buddhism,  he  rises  every  day  at 
5:30  a.m.  and  meditates  for  three  hours. 


Hart  Sprager  made  a new  life  after  a pilgrim- 
age to  India,  chronicled  in  his  memoir  The 
Sound  of  the  Earth  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


"This  consists  of  simply  sitting  down 
and  remembering  the  things  I’ve  learned 
about  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  about 
the  importance  of  compassion.  Not  be- 
cause I think  I should  do  this,  but  because 
having  a compassionate  outlook  on  life 
and  a compassionate  heart  for  those  who 
are  in  pain — and  you  don’t  have  to  look 
very  far  to  find  people  who  are  in  pain  in 
this  city — makes  me  happy. 

"Today  I am  not  trying  to  escape  from 
anything.  And  I have  begun  to  understand 
what  the  Dalai  Lama  meant  when  he  said, 
‘One  must  find  an  acceptable  way  to  sur- 
vive in  even  the  most  morally  corrupt  so- 
ciety.’ He  didn't  say,  ‘One  can.’  He  said, 
‘One  must.’’’ 

The  Sound  of  the  Earth  is  available  at 
Cover  to  Cover  on  24th  Street.  □ 

Church  Street  resident  Susan  Bistline 
is  the  author  of  another  hook  on  midlife 
awakenings,  The  Fruits  of  Fifty. 
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Good  Vibrations 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  to  buy 
vibrators,  massage  oils,  books  about 
sexuality  and  other  fun  things.  Rent  or 
buy  from  our  carefully  chosen 
selection  of  erotic  videos. 

1 21 0 Valencia  St.,  at  23rd 
Open  every  day  1 1 a 
550-0912 
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CMedical  Chi  Qong 


Increases  Health  and  Vitality 


Chi  Gong  is  a simple,  easy  to  learn,  ancient  Chinese  system  of 
gentle  movement,  brcathwork  and  meditation.  As  a daily  practice  it 
strengthens,  cleanses  and  circulates  the  body’s  vital  energy.  This 
dynamic  process  encourages  self-healing  by  mobilizing  your  natural 
healing  capacities.  Chi  Gong  quiets  the  mind,  increases  energy, 
enhances  immunity  and  encourages  longevity. 

There  is  Much  You  Can  Do  to  Help  Yourself  ! 

For  information  about  local  classes  call 

ELLEN  RASKIN  at  (415)  431-3703 
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Kobliska  Construction 

LIC.  459114 

■ 20  Years  Experience 

■ Foundations 

■ Decks  & Stairs 

■ Kitchens  & Baths 

■ Room  Additions 

■ Small  Jobs,  Too! 

(415)  648-3020 


LARRY  FORSBERG 

Certified  Acupuncturist 
Chinese  Herbologist 


Medi-Cal  • Worker's  Comp. 
Private  Insurance 

1201  Noe  St.  • 207-9878 


DON'T  GO  ON  A DIET! 

Control  Your  Weight  PERMANENTLY  by 
Resolving  the  Underlying  Emotional  Issues 

Actualizing  Hypnotherapy 

"Assisting  You  To  Re-Create  Your  Life"  " 

(415)  759-8630 

Affordable  fees  Initial  consultation  FREE 


Cynthia  Kessler,  PhD 

LIC.  #PSY  13103 

Psychotherapy 


Depression /Anxiety 
Low  Self-Esteem 
Identity  Problems 


Dysfunctional  Relationships 
Career  & Midlife  Transition 
Attention  Deficit  Disorder 


661-1623  Insurance  accepted 
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YOU  GOTTA  SMOG  IT! 

So  Smog  it  Here  and  SAVE  MONEY! 

WE 

SAVE  

;=>IV1UG^ 

CHECK 

$27.50  Certificate  V 

DAN’S  SMOG  & AUTO  SERVICE 
3865-24th  St.  282-1552 


$1fi95 

Plus  $7  Certificate 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 


License  No.  479313 


Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 


TA  I 


E 


BETTY  TAISCH 

Owner/Broker 

Women's  Council  of  Realtors 
1995  President,  SF  Chapter 
11  year  Noe  Valley  Resident 


BONNIE  HEMMERLING 

Realtor 

1994  WCR  Realtor 
of  the  Year 


Competence  • Enthusiasm  • Service 

Real  Estate  Sales 
Rental  Assistance 


Property  Management 
Investment  Properties 


301  Jersey  Street  • Suite  3 • San  Francisco  • California  • 94114 
Telephone:  (415)  821-9895  Fax:  (415)  821-1906 


(^Raftcare  Hardwood  FLOORg 

Specializing  in  Wood  Floor  Installation , 

Sanding  and  Refinishing 

HIGH  QUALITY  WORK  AT  REASONABLE  RATES 
Free  Estimates  Ask  for  Bryan  (415)  221-2303 

License  No.  576013 


FREE  TREE 

Receive  a 

Free  Replacement  Tree 

with  any  Tree  Removal 
with  this  coupon  only 

Licensed  & Bonded  CA.  Lie.  #562324 


Landscapes  & Tree  Care 

NO  JOB  TOO  BIG  OR  TOO  SMALL 

Call  Us  Today! 

566-5536 

Landscape  Design  & Installation 

Fences  • Decks  • Retaining  Walls  • Frost  Damage  Repair 
Drainage  & Irrigation  • Drought  Tolerant  Plants 
Transplanting  • Nightlighting 

Complete  Tree  Service  • Certified  Arborist 

Grown  Reduction  • Pruning  • Trimming  • Reshaping 
Removals  • Tree  Health  Maintenance  • Insured 

Free  Estimates 
Reasonable  Rates 


Over  16  Years  Experience 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


10%  OFF  WATER  CONSERVING  DRIP  SYSTEMS 
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Display  Advertising 
SERVICES 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is 
unique  in  newspaper 
advertising. 

Since  1977  we've  been  offering 
space  next  to  Noe  Valley  news, 
features,  and  columns  that 
get  read  from  first  page  to  last. 

If  you  haven't  tried  to  advertise 
with  the  Voice  lately, 
it's  time  to  check  it  out. 

Though  camera-ready  art  prepared 
to  our  column  sizes  is  the 
best  bargain,  we  can  build  your  ad 
using  the  highest-quality  design, 
typesetting,  and  graphics,  to  get  it 
noticed  and  read,  for  prices  that 
are  quite  competitive. 

Quick,  friendly  service  from  our 
ads  staff  will  get  you  started,  even 
if  you've  never  advertised  in  print 
before.  Illustration,  photography, 
and  design  can  also  be  arranged 
to  add  the  final  touches  to  your 
presentation  in  these  pages. 

To  get  started,  call  Steve  at 

239-1114, 

and  if  you'd  like  to  be  featured  in 
our  new  section,  the 
Glen  Park  pages,  call  Jane  at 

550-1991. 


Therapy  Groups 
for  Women  Only 


• Outgrow  your  childhood  wounds — 
understand  how  your  past  experiences 
affect  your  present. 

• Leant  how  to  successfully  communi- 
cate and  be  connected  to  others. 

• Grow  in  a rich  & supportive  setting — 
an  affordable  setting  to  do  therapy. 

GROUPS  AVAILABLE 

Lesbian  Only  Groups 
Mixed  Women's  Groups 
Individual  & Couple  Appointments 
Also  Available 


Noe  Valley  Location 


Chez  Touchatt,  lcsw.  mfcc 
(415)  821-6039 

NOW  ACCEPTING  NEW  MEMBERS 

Lie  MFC01 6090  LCS  1 3829 


Poetry 

* 

dAe  Eve  of  All  Saints 

Kathryn  Wilhelm 

Little  girls  wearing  pink 
spangled  fairy  dresses,  rhinestone 
crowns,  white  lace 

bridal  gowns,  boys  masquerading 
as  tigers,  Batman,  a beggar. 

In  the  Shufat  Deli  I run  into  Death 

dressed  all  in  hooded  black, 
gingery  eyebrows  arching 
over  stainless  steel  eyes. 

I smile  at  him;  he  gives  me  a dirty  look. 

Years  ago  on  this  very  night 
I fell  in  love,  climbed  an  apple  tree 

didn’t  eat  an  apple  but 
there  he  was  waiting 
when  I came  down  the  tree. 

He’s  a grandfather  now. 

The  girl  he  left  me  for  died 

last  year.  I wander  down  24th  Street 

dodging  witches,  French  maids,  almost 
colliding  with  a ghost.  After  we  kissed, 
tore  off each  other’s  clothes 

on  the  reclining  seats  of  his  red 

Nash  Rambler,  I told  him  "I’ll  always 

love  you.  “ I was  fourteen.  Sometimes  you 

just  know.  Now,  I’m  going  to  the  Double  Rainbow 
for  an  ultra  chocolate  super  cone.  Then 
I’ll  look  for  an  apple  tree  big  enough 

to  hold  me,  witchy  branches  stretching. 

When  I find  one,  I’m  going  to  climb  it 
all  the  way  to  the  top  this  time.  You  bet. 


Jersey  Street  resident  Kathryn  Wilhelm  is  an  English  professor  at  Santa  Clara  University  and 
DeAnza  Community  College  in  Cupertino.  Over  the  years  she  has  contributed  poems  and 
fiction  pieces  to  numerous  literary  magazines.  She  spent  the  summer  working  on  a novel. 


beverly  mesch,  emt,  cht 

healing . relaxing 

massage 

a 

hypnosis 

reiki 

Vr 

gift  certificates 

$35/ Hour 

(415)  821-4123 

^oe’s  Nesf 


The  Essence  of  San  Francisco 
at  its  Very  Best 

A HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

Quiet  Elegance:  Hot  Tub;  Steam  Room. 

Views;  Decks;  TV  & VCR 
Comfort  & Complimentary  Breakfast 
Children  & Parents  Warmly  Welcome 
Noe's  Nest — Truly  a San  Francisco 
Experience. 

Call  415-821-0751 


IHERTHI 

REAL  ESTATE 

'l 

f/S/HnujrS /tome / 

555  CASTRO  ST.  861-5200 


- /y  Art  & Office  Supplies 
^_Photo  Finishing, Gifts 
Full-service  Copying 
Business  Cards  & 
Rubber  Stamps 


the  6th  annual 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
Book  Festival 

the  West  Coast's  biggest  book  party! 

Saturday  & Sunday  • November  4-5,  1 995  • 10  am  to  6 pm  both  days 
Concourse  Exhibition  Center  • 8th  & Brannan  Streets,  San  Francisco 

featuring 

Norman  Mailer  • Studs  Terkel  • Adrienne  Rich  • T.  Coraghessan  Boyle  • Patricia  Cornwell 
Doris  Kearns  Goodwin  - Adam  Hochschild  • Octavia  Butler  • August  Wilson 
Gabriel  Byrne  • Rudolfo  Anaya  • Dorothy  Allison  • David  Diaz  • Elizabeth  Marshall  Thomas 
Michael  Castleman  • Mark  Doty  • Urvashi  Vaid  • and  many  more 

300  publishers  and  booksellers  • cooking  demos  • internet  salon  • children’s  stage  • book  arts 
poets  showcase  • multimedia  pavilion  • professional  publishing  seminars 

$2  a day  for  adults/kids  12  and  under  free 
Information  4 1 5 86 1 -2665 

Media  Sponsors:  SF  Chronicle  • KQEDTV9  • KQED  88.5FM 


INDEPENDENT  VOLVO  SERVICE 


The  quality  guaranteed 
alternative  to  dealer  servicing. 

621-0376. 


Has  your  neighbor  got  your  down? 
Real  Estate  Legal  Questions? 

Claire  C.  Pilcher 


Attorney  at  Law 
22  Years  Experience 


► Neighborhood  Negotiations 

► Land  Use 

► Development 

► City  Planning 


► Permits  and  Appeals 

► Variances 

► Conditional  Uses  & 
General  Practice  of  Law 


in  Noe  Valley 
(415)  821-1186 


Free  initial 
consultation 


HOMES  OF  CHARM 

6 Decorator's 

THIRTY  YEARS 
IN  NOE  VALLEY 
Large  assortment  of  Victorian 
hardware,  chandeliers,  original 
& reproductions,  oak  & pine 
furniture,  country  kitchen,  old 
tools  and  the  unusual 


Open  Tues.-Sun. 
1544  Church  St. 


12:00-6:00 

647-4586 


SHANTA 

CARPENTRY 

CONSTRUCTION 

Since  1974 
A remodeling 
A kitchens  7 baths 
A elec.  / plumbing 
A Victorian  restor 
A repair  / dry  rot 
■A  additions 
Lie.  No.  442870 


foundation  to  finish 


821  -4091 


TIBETAN 

Tse  Chen  Ling  Center 

^ ‘ Medltat,on 
^ " Teachl  n8s 


W- 


4 Joost  Ave 
San  Francisco 
(415) 641-0671 


BUDDHISM 

law  • Cempamtmm  • Jmt  • Kgitamtmiiy 


Y N 


o*- 


To 
advertise 
on  the 
Glen  Park 
page 
call  Jane  at 

550-1991 

(Glen  Park  Page  only) 


w 


f DO  DAH  DAYS  1 


1185  Church  at  24th 
Open  11-7  Wed.-Sun. 

647-4775 


"We  bring  out  the  best  in  you 
3836  24th  St.  SF  94114 
641-8948 
626  Cortland  Ave.  SF  941 10 
641-1692 


SALON 
& DAY  SPA 


SchweD 

■ CONSTRUCTION* 


"A  Noe  Valley  Builder 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 
State  Lie.  No.  579875 


/ ^ % 

» BBB  f 

Member  f 
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MORE  BOOKS  to  READ 


Librarians  Roberta  Greifer,  Carol  Small,  and  Cornelia  Van  Aken-Sanks  invite  you  to  check 
out  the  books  available  at  the  Noe  Valley -Sally  Brunn  Library.  451  Jersey  St.  (at  Castro ). 
Branch  hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  9 p.m.;  Wednesdays,  I to  9 p.m.;  Thursdays,  10  a m.  to 
6 p.m.;  Fridays,  l to  6 p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  noon  to  6 p.m.  For  information,  call  6 95-5095. 


New  Books  - Adult  Fiction 

©*  Occult  forces  compel  a Latin  American 
woman  to  reject  her  privileged  lifestyle  and 
join  an  underground  militia  in  Gioconda 
Belli 's  The  Inhabited  Woman. 

©■  The  Longest  Memory,  Fred  D’ Aguiar’s 
story  of  a slave’s  forbidden  thirst  for 
knowledge,  shows  how  slavery  ensnares  and 
corrupts  both  captor  and  captive. 

© A long-dead  murder  victim’s  face 
reappears  on  the  living  in  Mary  Higgins 
Clark’s  latest  mystery.  Let  Me  Call  You 
Sweetheart. 

© Therapy,  by  David  Lodge,  is  the 
humorous  story  of  a self-absorbed  sit-com 
writer’s  compulsive  quest  for  happiness. 

Adult  Non-Fiction 

©•  In  Home  Food,  by  Debbie  Shore  and 
Catherine  Townsend,  40  famous  chefs 
provide  an  elegant  collection  of  favorite 
personal  menus  and  recipes. 

© Shirley  MacLaine  discusses  her  life 
as  a Hollywood  actress  and  reveals  how 
certain  legendary  Film  stars  influenced  her 
career  in  My  Lucky  Stars. 

© Health  Care  Choices  for  Today's 
Consumer,  edited  by  Marc  S.  Miller,  is  a 
comprehensive  sourcebook  designed  to  help 
the  cost-conscious  consumer  evaluate  and 
select  appropriate  health  care  services. 

© Between  Earth  and  Sky:  Poets  of  the 
Cowboy  West,  edited  by  Anne  Heath 
Widmark.  with  photographs  by  Kent 
Reeves,  is  a collection  of  contemporary 
poems  surrounded  by  photographs 
celebrating  the  American  West. 

Book  of  the  Month  Club 

© The  Noe  Valley  Book  Discussion  Group 
meets  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey 
St.,  on  Wednesday.  Oct.  25.  7:30  p.m.,  to 
discuss  The  English  Patient,  a novel  by 
Michael  Ondaalje  published  in  1992.  Call 
695-5095  for  details 

Films  at  the  Library 

© On  Wednesday,  Oct.  18.  7 p.m..  the  Noe 
Valley  Library  will  screen  the  classic  horror 
film  Chamber  of  Horrors.  All  are  welcome 
(451  Jersey  St  ). 


WDonnell 
II  carer 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

409 1 24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(4 1 5)  64 1 -0700 


New  Books  - Children's  Fiction 

© In  Ingrid  Schubert’s  book  Wild  Will,  we 
find  that  even  a brave  pirate  may  have  an 
embarrassing  Achilles’  heel.  (Ages  3-6.) 

© After  Consuelo  and  her  family  save  the 
hummingbirds  during  a drought,  the  birds 
pay  the  village  back  in  The  Hummingbirds' 
Gift,  by  Stefan  Czemecki.  (Ages  5-7.) 

©•  Herculeah,  who  has  an  instinct  for 
sleuthing,  feels  drawn  to  a creepy  old  house 
and  helps  to  solve  a mystery  regarding  the 
missing  owner  of  Dead  Oaks  in  The  Dark 
Stairs,  by  Betsy  Byars.  (Ages  10  and  up.) 

© In  With  Every  Drop  of  Blood,  James 
Lincoln  Collier  shows  that  two  soldiers 
fighting  on  opposing  sides  in  the  Civil  War 
can  almost  — but  not  quite — become 
friends.  (Ages  10  and  up.) 

Children's  Non-Fiction 

© The  loving  relationship  between  the  late 
Arthur  Ashe  and  his  daughter  Camera  is  de- 
picted in  Daddy  and  Me  by  Arthur’s  widow. 
Jeanne  Moutoussamy-Ashe.  (Ages  6 and  up.) 

© Children  between  the  ages  of  8 and  13 
talk  about  their  school  experiences,  family 
life,  and  plans  for  the  future  in  When 
Learning  Is  Tough:  Kids  Talk  About  Their 
Learning  Disabilities,  compiled  by  Cynthia 
Roby.  (Ages  8 and  up.) 

©■  You  can  get  a glimpse  into  the  thoughts 
and  feelings  of  a famous  person  if  you 
read  Jean  Fritz's  book  The  Double  Life  of 
Pocahontas.  (Ages  9 and  up.) 

For  Parents 

© Finding  a Preschool  for  Your  Child  in 
San  Francisco,  by  Vera  Obermeyer  and 
Lori  Rifkin,  gives  information  on  the  goals, 
curriculum,  and  fees  of  many  private, 
public,  and  special  education  preschools. 

October  Programs  for  Kids 

© Lapsits  for  infants  and  toddlers  and  their 
parents  take  place  at  7 p.m.,  on  Wednesdays. 
Oct.  II,  18  & 25. 

© Preschool  story  time  starts  at  10  a.m.  on 
Tuesdays,  Oct.  3,  10.24&  31. 

©■  Films  for  preschoolers:  Frog  Goes  to 
Dinner,  Giant  Turtles,  and  Happy  Lion  will 
be  shown  Tuesday.  Oct.  17.  10  and  1 1 a.m. 


BOOKS 

for  the  cure  of  body  & sou I 


HEALINGmXICULT 

kEL)GIONS#SEXUALITY 

313  Nov  Street  (near  Market) 
San  Francisco  » 4 IS/  KM  .V46 

Open  7 Days 
Mid-Day  dll  lale  Nigh! 


WRITE  YOUR  LIFE 

j TORY 

Would  you  like  more  time  to  write?  And  for  the 
work  to  go  deeper?  Could  you  use  an  oasis — a 
weekly  time  to  replenish? 

K 

We  sit  in  a circle.  We  write.  And  we  talk. 

We  share  stories. 

We  reconnect  with  ourselves  by  exploring  voice, 
creative  process,  and  the  stories  of  our  lives. 

A therapy  group 
for  writers 

Tues.  nights  8 - 9:30  $40  per  week  Near  Church  & Market  St.  in  S.F. 

Adrian  Tiller  has  been  writing  and  teaching  for  twenty  years. 

Hes  a licensed  marriage  and  family  therapist  in  private  practice. 

To  enroll,  call:  415/  252-9085 

A GENERAL  USED  BOOK  STORE 
BOOKS  BOUGHT  • SOLD  • TRADED 
10-9  MONDAY  lf.ru  THURSDAY 
10-10  FRI,  SAT  and  SUN 
1193  CHURCH  STREET  at  24th 
647.3020 

Over  2000  square  feet  of  books! 


Steven  D.  Schroeder 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 
(415)  421-1115 

177  POST  STREET,  SUITE  500 

One  block  from  Montgomery  Street  MUNI /BART  Station 

Real  Estate  Litigation 
General  Business 
Personal  Injury 
Estate  Planning 

Noe  Valley  resident  and  Martha  & Bros,  regular 


ZIPPY  QUARTERLY 

Over  100  recent  and  classic 

strips  in  every  issue 

■ ZIPPY  QUARTERLY 

(including  10-12  full-color 

* four-issue  subscription  Bp 

Sundays)  — all  previously 

| $14.00  I 

unpublished  in  book  form! 

To  delve  further  into  the  wacky  world  of  Zippy,  call  800-657-1100 
for  our  special  FREE  full-color  catalogue,  featuring  Zippy  paperbacks, 
comics,  T-shirts,  and  the  new  ZIPPY  QUARTERLY  magazine  — 
as  well  as  literally  thousands  of  other  comics,  magazines, 
and  paraphernalia  from  the  world  of  cartoons. 

(Or  you  can  write 


FANTAGRAPHICS 


BOOKS 


7563  Lake  City  Way  NE,  Seattle,  WA  98115  if  you're  shy.) 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Noe  Valley  Dirt 

By  M'azook 

A BOGUS  INVITATION  to  a fake 
fundraiser  for  the  nonexistent 
“Claire  Pilcher  Legal  Defense  Fund" 
was  circulated  recently  in  Downtown 
Noe  Valley.  The  “gala  event,"  sponsored 
by  the  newly  christened  “Noe  Valley 
Lesbian  Tuba  Orchestra."  was  to  take 
place  Aug.  20.  at  Claire's  house  no  less. 
(Yes.  the  invite  gave  her  real  address.) 

The  tuba  group,  also  dubbed  "The 
Sweat  and  Puff  Gals,”  promised  to  play 
such  tunes  as  “At  Dawn  As  I Merrily 
Pushed  a Slender  Gazelle"  by  Dvorak. 
Rodgers  and  Hammerstein's  "I  Enjoy 
Being  a Girl."  something  called  "111 
Wind"  by  H.  Aden,  Bach’s  "Psychotica 
and  Fugue  in  D Minor,"  and  "Itsy-Bitsy 
Spider,"  "just  for  fun." 

Claire  was  not  amused  at  the  hoax, 
however.  “This  is  just  the  latest  in  a 
barrage  of  hate  mail  that  has  been  sent 
to  me.  to  my  friends  and  clients,  and  to 
others  in  the  community  over  the  past 
several  years.” 

As  most  of  you  Noe  savants  know, 
Claire  is  a prominent  neighborhood 
lawyer  and  Friend  of  Noe  Valley,  who 
has  tendered  legal  advice  in  several 
local  land  use  disputes.  Of  the  tuba 
letter’s  insinuation,  she  says  tersely, 

“I  come  from  a long  line  of  heterosex- 
uals, although  many  of  my  friends  are 
gays  and  lesbians.  Aren’t  yours?"  Of 
course,  we  be  together  on  that  one. 

Curiously,  the  tuba  flyer  listed  the 
Sweat  and  Puff  Gals’  return  address  as 


A new  mural  by  Noe  Valley  artist  Dennis  King,  commissioned  by  Gallery  of  Jewels  owners  Dona  Taylor  and  Bill  Hoover,  has  been  crudely  ob- 
structed (and  rudely  interrupted)  for  over  a month  by  sewer  repair  at  24th  and  Castro.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


4040  24th  St.;  phone:  861-4588.  It  turns 
out  that  the  phone  number  is  the  hotline 
for  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation,  which  has  offices 
at  16th  and  Mission.  When  I contacted 
GLAAD  to  ask  if  they  were  in  on  the 
spoof,  they  said  it  was  the  first  they'd 
heard  about  this  tall  tuba  tale. 

Claire  admits  that  “if  it  wasn’t  me 
(who  was  the  target  of  the  joke  I , I’d 
think  it  was  funny.  Actually,  my  favorite 
number  was  Debussy’s  ‘Claire  Do 
Lunatic’!"  I’d  like  to  hear  that  one.  too. 

® s s 

OTHER  GUTTERSNIPES:  A big 


sewage  problem  at  the  building  housing 
the  shop  Gallery  of  Jewels  (24th  near 
Castro)  is  not  only  gumming  up  the 
waste  disposal  system  and  pedestrian 
traffic  on  24th  Street,  but  delaying  the 
completion  of  a remarkable  Italian- 
style.  garden-scene  mural  on  the  store’s 
outside  wall. 

Actually,  much  of  the  mural  is 
already  finished,  providing  some  visual 
relief  from  the  not-so-pleasing  tempo- 
rary edifice  of  plywood  and  rotor 
machines  that  people  have  had  to  veer 
around  since  early  August. 

Here’s  the  scoop.  Gallery  owners 
Dona  Taylor  and  Bill  Hoover  commis- 
sioned their  favorite  mural  artist,  Noe 
Valley’s  Dennis  King,  to  paint  the  out- 
door landscape.  "I  said.  Hey.  Dennis,  if 
we  put  this  mural  up,  tons  of  people  are 
going  to  see  your  work.  It’s  going  to  be 
a billboard  for  you,”’  said  Dona. 

Sure  enough,  when  Dennis  started 
applying  paint  the  second  week  in  June, 
people  began  stopping  by  to  lend 
encouragement  to  his  impressions. 

(The  mural  certainly  provides  a nice 
contrast  to  Gannett ’s  ads  on  the  bus 
shelter  a few  feet  away.) 

But  just  as  Dennis  was  putting  on  the 
finishing  touches,  the  building’s  sewer 
pipes  decided  to  fall  apart,  requiring 
major  repairs. 

Dona  says  once  a new  sewer  is 
installed  and  the  porta-potty  is  removed, 
Dennis  will  be  able  to  pick  up  his  paint- 
brushes and  complete  the  beautification 
project.  If  all  goes  well,  she  adds,  the 
sidewalk  and  mural  should  be  back  in 


^ roTouch 

Painting  & Decorating 

Interior  «l»  Exterior  p^at 
^°T  Happiest  Customers 

CALL  FOR  ESTIMATE 

LIC  631635  731-9103  INSURANCE 


Community 
Appliance  Co. 

Reliable  Service  on 
Refrigerators  • Stoves 
Washers  and  Dryers 

WE  SELL  ALL  BRANDS  NEW  A USED 

Best  Prices  in  Town 

3180  17th  Street  at  South  Van  Ness 

863-5859 


shape  by  mid-October. 
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SHORT  SHRIFTS:  Contrary  to  reports 
published  elsewhere,  Karim  Balat  is  not 
selling  his  Noe  Valley  Deli  (24th  near 
Noe),  and  will  remain  behind  the 
counter  for  the  time  being  anyway. 

However,  Senen  Simon,  proprietor  of 
Simon’s  Spanish  Shop  (since  1973),  has 
retired  and  will  no  longer  be  serving 
burritos  on  the  comer  of  Castro  and 
24th.  The  shop  is  now  closed  and  will 
be  replaced  by  a Korean  barbecue 
eatery  called  Hon’s,  we’re  told. 

Speaking  of  toast,  Jeffrey  Ottoveggio, 
president  of  Posh  Bagels,  which  is  mov- 
ing into  Double  Rainbow’s  old  spot, 
told  my  sources  that  he  hopes  to  open 
the  Posh  bagel  shop  on  Nov.  1.  "It’s 
costing  $ 1 30,000  to  $ 140,000  to  reno- 
vate the  store,"  he  said.  "It  will  be  hand- 
icapped accessible." 

Somebody  should  call  Rec  and  Park 
to  make  short  shrift  of  those  rrtenacing 
yellow  jackets  swarming  all  over  Noe 
Courts  and  stinging  the  little  kiddies. 

I’ll  call  Park  and  Rec  if  you’ll  call  Rec 
and  Park,  deal? 

Here’s  a nice  item:  The  East  & West 
of  Castro  Street  Improvement  Club  is 
asking  for  $18  donations  to  purchase 
metal  folding  chairs  for  the  Noe  Valley 
Library’s  meeting/movie  room.  Send 
your  checks,  payable  to  the  club,  to  273 
Duncan  St.,  S.F.,  94131,  and  they'll  put 
your  name  on  the  back  of  a chair. 


Continued  on  Next  Page 
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GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 
CABINET  MAKER 

REMODELING  & NEW  CONSTRUCTION 

(415)  648-4968 

Committed  to  Customer  Service 
& Quality  Workmanship 

CA.  LIC  6)8197 


Leave  It  To  Nacho 

Cleaning  & Hauling 


Garage,  Basement  & Yards 
Construction  Site  Clean-ups 


Free  Estimates— Reasonable  Rates 

* 415  589-1425 
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Don’t  Pay  Rent. . . Own  in  Pacifica 

Sit  back  and  enjoy  your  coffee  and  ihe  charming  ocean  selling.  Live 
just  a 20  minute  commute  from  San  Francisco.  Choose  from  one. 
two  and  three  bedroom  townhomes  with  up  to  2.040  square  feel. 
You  II  get  more  value  and  more  square  footage  for  your  money  than 
anywhere  in  the  City. 

Call  Now  (415)  359-3893 


Marini  rs  Point! 


Priced  from  ihe  low  S200.000N 
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TOP  OF  THE  POPS:  All  this  good 
weather  isn’t  pulling  any  of  us  away 
from  our  VCRs.  Local  video  rentals 
have  been  brisk,  especially  since  the 
release  of  Pulp  Fiction,  which  has  us 
riveted  to  our  sets  to  see  John  Travolta 
writhing  in  his  should-have-been-Oscar- 
winning  performance  as  Vincent  Vega. 

Once  you  remove  Pulp  from  the  run- 
ning. while  the  rest  of  the  world  is  rent- 
ing Outbreak,  Just  Cause,  and  Boys  on 
the  Side,  we  Noe  Valleons  are  marching 
to  a different  tape  drum. 

Castro  Street's  Video  Wave  reports 
that  behind  Pulp,  the  most  frequently 
rented  video  last  month  was  Tank  Girl, 
a futuristic  comedy  about  a time  when 
water  is  at  a premium  (hey,  isn’t  that  a 
historical  epic?).  The  lead  character, 
played  by  Lori  Petty,  "is  a female  ver- 
sion of  Indiana  Jones  who  gets  her  own 
tank."  says  Video  Wave's  Alexander 
Gardener. 

A lot  of  people  are  also  renting  Tom 
and  Vic,  the  story  of  the  life  of  T.S.  Eliot. 
Tall  Tale,  with  Patrick  Swayze,  "a  son 
of  western  Wizard  of  Oz."  as  Alexander 
describes  it.  is  a hit.  too. 

Among  the  classics,  Noe  Valleons  are 
grabbing  up  For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls. 
the  1943  film  based  on  the  Hemingway 
novel,  now  available  for  the  first  time 
on  video. 

West  Coast  Video,  at  24th  and 
Church,  is  attracting  a slightly  different 
crowd.  After  Pulp,  their  second  most 
requested  movie  is  Kiss  of  Death,  star- 
ring Nicholas  Cage,  about  a reformed 
convict  who's  sucked  back  into  the 
underworld. 

On  the  music  front,  Noe  Valley’s 
hippie  roots  are  showing  at  Streetlight 
Records,  where  Neil  Young’s  new 
release.  Mirror  Ball,  is  the  runaway  top 
seller,  followed  by  Alanis  Morisette’s 
Jagged  Little  Pill.  (She’s  brand  spank- 
ing new.  and  plays  good  ol’  rock  music, 
according  to  Streetlight’s  Jason.  Also 
big  is  Rancid,  a Berkeley  punk  group 
that’s  catching  on  nationwide,  with  its 
album  And  Out  Come  the  Wolves. 

Next  door  at  Aquarius  Records  peo- 
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pie  are  buying  movie  soundtracks, 
believe  it  or  not.  The  biggest  sellers  are 
the  soundtrack  from  the  movie  Kids. 
and  / Just  Wasn't  Made  for  These  Times, 
from  the  film  about  the  Beach  Boys’ 
Brian  Wilson. 

According  to  the  staff  at  Cover  to 
Cover,  those  of  us  still  reading  are  look- 
ing into  Moving  Violations,  the  terrific 
memoir  by  John  Hockenberry.  the  NPR 
reporter  who  has  been  a paraplegic 
since  he  was  in  a car  accident  at  the  age 
of  19.  Hockenberry  reveals  that  he  was 
in  a wheelchair  while  reporting  from 
various  war  zones  in  the  Middle  East  all 
these  years. 

In  paperback,  a lot  of  us  are  reading 
Stone  Diaries,  the  1995  Pulitzer 
Prize-winning  novel  by  Carol  Shields, 
revolving  around  the  life  experiences  of 
a woman  in  an  unsettled  era — ours,  of 
course. 

Another  big  seller  in  the  paperback 
category  is  Corelli's  Mandolin,  by  Louis 
de  Bemieres,  about  the  Italian  occupa- 
tion of  a Greek  island  during  World  War 
II  and  encompassing  the  lives  of  a 
woman,  her  physician  father,  and  her 
two  eager  suitors. 

s s a 

MARKET  QUOTES:  When  Mickey 
Mantle  died,  it  not  only  marked  the  end 
of  an  era  in  baseball  (caps  over  the  heart 
and  a moment  of  silence,  please),  but  it 
heralded  a rush  of  sales  for  the  Yankee 
great’s  original  baseball  cards.  At  Noe 
Valley  Sports  Cards  on  Church  Street, 
owner  Herb  Lilly  reports  that  people  are 
snapping  up  the  remaining  Mickey 
Mantle  cards  like  crazy — so  much  so 
that  he’s  thinking  of  cutting  the  afi- 


GLOBAL  EXCHANGE 

THIRD  WORLD  CRAFT  CENTER 

NOW  CELEBRATING  OUR  5TH  ANNIVERSARY! 


3900  24TH 
STREET 
AT  SANCHEZ 

(415)  648-8068 


OPEN 

MON-SAT 

10:30-6:30 

SUNDAY 

10:30-6:00 


Global  Exchange  is  a non-profit  alternative  trade  store  working  to 
build  economic  and  social  justice  from  the  bottom  up 


WALLPAPERING 


Professional  ^-r-jcr 
Paperhanging  cJJii'ZZ.  - 
& Wallcovering  Removal 

VICTOR  282-3879 
FREE  ESTIMATES 


E A ELECTRIC 

CA  LIC.  #593027 

Free  Estimates 
Prices  given  on  the  spot! 
Low  Rates 

415.585.0432 

PAGER:  415.  896.7256 
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cionados  off:  Herb  wants  to  keep  a few 
for  himself. 

To  give  you  some  idea  of  their  value, 
the  cards  start  at  $200  a shot.They’re 
real  gems,  too,  because  the  baseball 
world  doesn't  do  reprints.  So  get  ’em 
while  you  can  (sorry.  Herb)  and  hang  on. 

People  were  also  snapping  up  the 
cards  of  newcomer  J.J.  Stokes,  the  49ers’ 
disability-sidelined  rookie  receiver, 
whom  many  perceive  as  the  next  Jerry 
Rice.  Herb  says  Stokes’  rookie  card 
might  be  worth  something  some  day. 

Of  course.  Cal  Ripken  cards  flew  out 
the  door  when  the  legendary  player  set  a 
new  record  for  consecutive  games 
played.  Cal’s  cards  range  from  a mere 
three  bucks  to  400  smackeroos. 

s s a 

SOME  SAD  NOTES:  It’s  been  25  years 
since  former  Noe  Valleon  Janis  Joplin 
died  on  Oct.  4,  1970. 

You  can  put  flowers  in  front  of  the 
apartment  house  she  lived  in  on  the 
northwest  comer  of  Noe  and  22nd  (offi- 
cial address:  892  Noe  St.,  Apt.  D). 

Did  any  of  you  "oldtimers"  hang  out 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
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with  her  on  Noe  Hill  in  the  ’60s?  Janis 
wasn't  alone.  I remember  that  c.  1919 
Ford  moving  van  which  was  always 
parked  up  there  with  the  huge  logo  on 
the  side  saying  "Overland  Freak 
Express."  Drop  me  a line  it  you  were  a 
part  of  the  scene. 

Our  sympathies  also  go  out  to  the 
Aleo  family,  who  lost  their  matriarch, 
Lena,  a resident  of  Noe  Valley  for  75  of 
her  95  years.  Her  son.  Harry  Aleo,  is 
well  known  around  the  neighborhood, 
particularly  for  his  Republican 
memorabilia-filled  window  at  Twin 
Peaks  Properties  on  24th  Street. 

I am  also  very  saddened  by  the  pass- 
ing of  longtime  Alvarado  Street  resident 
Rafael  H.  Chavez,  who  was  the  man- 
ager of  the  Bell  Market  parking  lot  for 
many  years. 

The  thing  I liked  about  Rafael  was 
that  he  would  always  cut  you  some 
slack.  He’d  smile  and  thank  you  for 
shopping  at  Bell,  and  let  you  run  over  to 
the  bank,  pick  up  a cup  of  coffee  at 
Spinelli’s,  and  even  make  a few  other 
brief  stops  along  the  way. 

R. I. P.,  amigo.  We’ll  miss  you.  □ 
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OPEN 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 


SMOG 
STATION 


Dependable  work — Honest  prices 
A Community-Oriented  People's  Garage 
Men  & Women  Mechanics 
Free  Shuttle  Service  to  BART  & Downtown 
Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
“Do-it-yourself"  Membership  Available 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 
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READY  FOR  CHRISTMAS'  Soft  toy  and  doll-mak- 
ing workshop.  Patch  of  Sunshine,  826- 1 522. 

INTEGRAL  YOGA  INSTITUTE  OPEN  HOUSE. 
Help  us  celebrate  25  years  in  San  Francisco.  Hatha 
yoga  classes  at  9:30  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m.  Sitting  med- 
itation at  noon,  walking  meditation  at  2:30.  Lunch 
at  1 2:50.  video  at  3. and  an  evening  party  at  7:30.AII 
events  free  Sunday.  Oct.  15.  770  Dolores  St.  S.F. 
(415)  821-1 1 17. 

HOWTO  FINDTHE  BEST  CHILDCARE.  Must-see 
video  for  parents  looking  for  childcare  or  preschool 
Hear  from  experts.  $23  95  plus  $4  S & H.  Charge 
by  phone:  1-800-859-5105. 

HOUSECLEANING  Stoves,  walls,  windows,  hard- 
wood floors  waxed,  bathrooms,  carpets,  any  kind  of 
cleaning  done  in  home  Bill.  351-1 767 

HEALTH  INSURANCE.  Free  quotes  for  individuals, 
families,  and  small  businesses.  Blue  Cross,  Blue 
Shield,  and  other  A-rated  plans.  HMOs.  Medicare 
supplements,  long-term  care.  Let  an  expert  assist 
you.  There's  no  extra  cost  for  using  an  agent!  Call 
Bill  Hannant.  647-7012. 

COUPLE  COUNSELING.  Learn  new  techniques  in 
four  to  six  sessions  to  increase  communication  and 
empathy  in  your  relationship.  Sensitive,  caring  ther- 
apist Gina  De  Sousa.  L.C.S.W.  (5 1 0)  528- 1 1 76. 

"T Al  CHI  CLASSES.  Morning  class  in  Noe  Valley. 
Enjoy  a traditional  system  of  movement  designed 
to  integrate  both  mind  and  body  in  a natural  and 
invigorating  manner.  For  information  call  648-2435. 

EXPERIENCE  FINANCIAL  CLARITY.  End  over- 
spending,chronic  debtmg.and  underearning  in  a safe 
and  nonjudgmental  environment  Kathryn  Amenta. 
Financial  counselor,  (4 1 5)  82 1 -693 1 . 

VERY  RELAXING  THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE  here 
in  Noe  Valley,  Twelve  years  of  experience.  Certified 
and  licensed.  Call  Martha.  648-4866.  Women  only, 
please. 

CARPENTRY  and  home  improvements.  Reasonable 
rates.  Excellent  references.  Jeffrey.  923-1927 

NORDIC  TRACK  ACHIEVER  MODEL  (plus  acces- 
sories) for  sale.  $575  ($800  new).  Like-new  condi- 
tion. barely  used  648-5679 

RUNNING  PARTNER(S)  WANTED.  Noe  Valley/ 
Bernal  Heights.  Early  mornings  (6-7  a.m.), 2-4  miles. 
Monday.  Thursday.  Friday,  and  some  weekend  days 
possible  (would  like  to  run  two  to  three  days  per 
week  on  a regular  basis).  648-5679. 

DEEP  RELAXATION  WORKSHOP  Learn  how  to 
use  deep  relaxation  in  creative  ways  to  release  phys- 
ical and  mental  tension,  patterns  of  stress,  as  well 
as  conserve  energy  in  your  daily  life  This  workshop 
will  include  extended  deep  relaxation,  visualization, 
breathing  practices,  and  a short  meditation.  Tues- 
day. Oct_  10.  7:30  to  9 p.m  $6  Integral  Yoga  Insti- 
tute. 770  Dolores  St..  S.F  (41 5)  82 1 - 1 I 1 7. 

QUALITY  CARPENTRY.  Decks,  stairs,  doors,  win- 
dows Free  estimate.  Call  llan  at  759-1315  (office) 
or  978-6510  (beeper). 

QUALITY  TILE  WORK.  Bathrooms,  kitchens,  en- 
tryway Patio  tile,  marble,  slate.  Free  estimate.  Call 
759- 1315  (office)  or  978-65 1 0 (beeper). 

NEED  HOUSECLEANING'  Small  paint  jobs.  Gar- 
den References  available.  Call  Richard  Madala.Voice 
mail:  24 1 -8873. Telephone:  93 1 -6903. 

CHILDCARE.  Credentialed  teacher.  9 a.m.  to  noon. 
Ages  4 and  5.  Call  Katie.  585-67 1 7. 

OFFICE  FOR  RENT.  Fully  equipped  for  massage  and 
acupuncture  Great  office  and  prime  location  in  Noe 
Valley.  Available  for  rent  starting  in  August  for  body- 
work and/or  acupuncture  practice.  Massage  table 
and  amenities  included  Share  suite  with  psychother- 
apists. Kitchen  and  waiting  room  included.  Days  avail- 
ableFuesday  through  Sunday. Options  for  single  days 
available  as  well.  Rent  negotiable  Call  64 1 -4268 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  OFFICE  AVAILABLE  on  24th 
Street  between  Diamond  and  Castro.  Available 
Monday.  Friday,  and  Saturday.  Well-appointed,  com- 
fortable. Rent  includes  off-street  parking  with  genie 
garage  door  opener.  282-5554 

SPIT  IN  THE  OCEAN:  One-bedroom  condo  in  se- 
cluded Maalaea,  Maui,  has  unparalleled  ocean/vol- 
cano view,  all  amenities.  40  feet  from  water,  $70  to 
$85  daily.  647-2 1 42. 


ALL  WOMEN  CREW 

THE  PAINTING 
MACHINE 

Fine  Paincing 

Interior/Exterior  • Since  1980 
Meticulous  • Neat  • Reliable  • Affordable 
"Wit/i  a female  sense  of  detail  and  cooperation" 


Local  References  • Free  Estimates 

(415)  641  9121  Martina  & Victoria 


LICENSE  4678619 

Seismic  Upgrades  • Foundations 
Retaining  Walls  • Dry  rot  Repairs 
Fire  Damage  • Inspections 
Additions  • Bathrooms  • Kitchens 
New  Construction 
Concrete  • Decks  & Fences 

® (415)  991-3890 


CLASS  ADS 


HANDIER  ANDY.  Home  repair,  carpentry,  sheetrock. 
painting,  ceramic  tiling,  linoleum,  decks,  fences,  win- 
dows. doors,  light  electric,  and  plumbing.  564- 1 1 75. 

SEEKING  PART-TIME  OFFICE  ASSISTANT  in  Noe 
Valley.  Sales  rep  representing  high-quality  gift  and 
toy  lines  with  office  in  home  seeks  part-time  office 
assistant  (current  employee  of  three  years  is  mov- 
ing on  to  a full-time  job).  Computer  skills  (PC)  re- 
quired. Data  entry, customer  service. filing, and  gen- 
eral office  duties.  Must  be  detail-oriented,  with  good 
organizational  and  communication  skills, and  be  cus- 
tomer service-oriented  and  able  to  work  indepen- 
dently as  well  as  with  others.  Related  experience 
necessary.  18  to  24  hours  per  week,  some  flexibil- 
ity with  hours  possible. Three-person. non-smoking 
office  (with  dog!)  $10  per  hour  to  start.  Send  re- 
sume to:  JCA.  PO.  Box  4606 1 3.  San  Francisco.  CA 
94146-0613. 

BOOKKEEPING  AND  SECRETARIAL  SERVICES 
for  small  business  contractors  and  professionals.  In- 
voicing. payroll,  financial  statements.  Call  Gina  at 
753-5063 

TWO  ESTABLISHED  PROFESSIONALTHERAPISTS 
seek  attractive,  quiet,  light,  airy  Noe  Valley  space 
with  access  to  garden  or  deck,  bathroom,  and  wait- 
ing area.  Please  contact  Fran  Ravel.  567-7029. 

APARTMENT  NEEDED.  Noe  Valley  homeowner 
seeks  neighborhood  apartment  for  professional  sis- 
ter and  her  two  extremely  well-behaved  cats  who  are 
relocating  from  Chicago  Please  call  Karen.  206-0788 

PE  P — Pets:  walking. sitting, and  taxi  service. Errands: 
pickup  and  delivery,  wash  your  clothes,  bake  you  a 
cake  or  a delicious  meal.  Painting:  quality  interiors 
and  plaster  repairs,  small  exterior  |obs  okay.  Fifteen 
percent  off  on  stairs  and  fences.  Free  color  consul- 
tation; 25  years  of  experience  Excellent  referrals. 
Honest  and  reliable.  Call  Kacey,  206-0646. 

LEARN  FRENCH:  Certified  native  tutor,  all  ages, 
private  and  group  lessons.  Materials  provided  Free 
estimate:  641-5073. 

LEARN  ITALIAN:  Certified  native  tutor,  all  ages, 
private  and  group  lessons.  Materials  provided  Free 
estimate  641-5073. 

AVOID  PAYING  HIGH  AGENCY  FEES.  Freelance 
temporary  administrative  assistant/word  processor 
available  with  over  1 0 years  of  experience.  Let's  dis- 
cuss your  needs  Call  anytime.  648-2506 

PAW  PRINTS  pet-walking  and  sitting  service.  De- 
pendable and  responsible  graduate  student  who  is 
experienced  with  and  loves  dogs!  Paula.  647-2 1 39 

FURNITURE  RESTORATION  Complete  antique 
and  modern  furniture  restoration.  Careful  Euro- 
pean craftsmanship  Expert  refinishing  Custom  up- 
holstery. Caning  Quality  repairing.  Competitive 
prices.  Home,  office,  commercial.  Amazing  portfo- 
lio and  references.  Free  oral  estimate,  pickup,  and 
delivery.  Call  Boris.  587-34 1 6. 

DRAWING  AND  PAINTING  instruction  by  mas- 
ter teacher.  Contemporary  or  traditional  styles, 
especially  portraiture,  my  studio  or  yours,  adults 
or  children.  First  lesson  free  Larnie  Fox.  M.F.A. 
285-6003,  larnie@kumr.lns.com.  Art=life 

HOUSECLEANER  AVAILABLE  Experienced,  good 
references.  Call  Rosanja.  (4 1 5)  255-8506. 

YOUR  CONDO  FOR  SALE'  Sunset  resident  seeks 
escape  from  the  fog!  Ready  to  purchase  Noe  con- 
do (or  house),  prefer  an  older  building,  fixer-upper 
okay,  parking  a must.  I am  bank  pre-approved  for 
$250K-range  sale  price.  Please  call  soon,  as  I can’t 
take  another  foggy  summer!  Mark.  681-1 822. 

TREADMILL:  Sears  Lifestyler  2808  with  electronic 
monitor.  Auto  incline,  1 .25  horsepower.  8.0  mph. 
$250. 285- 1 066  evenings. 

RETIRED  WOMAN  LOOKING  for  a one-bedroom 
garden  cottage  in  Noe  Valley  with  lots  of  windows 
and  sun.  Excellent  references.  Call  Barbara.  (415) 
285-61 15. 

COMPASSIONATE  ARTS.  Acupuncture.  Chinese 
herbs,  bodywork,  and  more,  promoting  natural 
healing  in  a comfortable  Noe  Valley  environment- 
Sliding  scale  available. Steven  Cardoza. M.S.. licensed 
acupuncturist.  826-9246. 


DIRT  CHEAP 
PLANE  TICKETS 

824-2550 

Book  Charters  to  Europe  Now 


dirt  cheap  travel 
3850  23rd  St. 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Jonathan  D.  Cray  • Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  • (415)  563-2333 

Addictions  • Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  • Weight  Control 
Phobias  • Optimum  Performance 


WOMEN  IN  THEIR  60s:  Having  a difficult  time 
meeting  men  your  age'  They're  either  pursuing 
younger  women,  are  gay.  married,  have  no  energy, 
or  are  deceased!  Workshops  are  opening  for  you 
to  join  to  discuss  these  issues  and  what  you  can  do 
about  it!  668-8310. 

NEED  A BABYSITTER'  Rosa  has  been  our  babysit- 
ter for  four  years,  and  she  is  wonderful.  My  children 
are  going  to  school  beginning  in  September,  and  my 
very  reliable  babysitter.  Rosa. needs  some  work  dur- 
ing the  morning  hours  (8  a.m.- 1 p.m.).  She  would  like 
to  get  paid  $6  per  hour.She  speaks  Spanish  and  some 
English.  She  drives  her  own  car  and  she  can  also  do 
light  housecleaning.  If  you  are  interested,  please  call 
me  during  the  day  or  evening.  Cindy  Brown,  day: 
(5 1 0)  549-6688;  evening:  (4 1 5)  695- 1 634 

REIKI  INSTRUCTION.  Learn  this  easy-to-learn 
self-healing  energy-channeling  technique.  Excellent 
for  relaxation,  accelerating  healing  of  injuries,  acute 
and  chronic  health  conditions.  $65.  first  degree; 
$125,  second  degree.  Reiki  master  Edward  Brophy. 
647-4388 

TUTOR  AVAILABLE:  K through  8th,  S.F.U.S.D.- 
certified,  references.  Call  Matthew  Cory.  333-9356. 

CHILD  CARE  in  my  Noe  Valley  home  Small  group 
setting,  ages  20  months  to  4 years.  Hands-on  activ- 
ities. outdoor  fun.  Licensed.  Julie.  285-3 1 1 9 

PROFESSIONAL  WOMAN  SEEKING  quiet,  one- 
bedroom  with  parking.  Non-smoker,  no  pets,  very 
responsible.  826-6004 

THE  HEALING  TOUCH:  Medium.  Swedish  mas- 
sage Soothing  and  relaxing;  13  years’  experience 
Introductory  offer  $40.  Isa’s  Hair  Studio,  64 1 -8948 
Shannon  M.  Hall.  C.M. T. 

FAMILY  DAY  CARE  Bernal  Heights,  highly  recom- 
mended by  parents.  State  license  #384000002  for 
last  1 2 years  Lovely  family  environment,  fun  learn- 
ing program.  CPR  and  first-aid  credentials  Home- 
made organic  meals  included.  Spanish  taught.  Please 
call  (415)  648-2167 

EXPERIENCED  HOUSECLEANER.  Careful,  thor- 
ough work  done  to  your  specifications.  Garden  care 
including  pruning  and  weeding.  Knowledgeable 
about  houseplants  and  pets.  Margaret,  824-0894 

PROFESSIONAL  HOUSECLEANER.  I offer  a very 
personalized  service  and  14  years  of  experience 
Excellent  references,  reliable  and  bonded  Call  Di- 
anne. 541-5623 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  OFFICE.  Sunny  24th  Street  lo- 
cation available  Friday  and/or  Saturday.  Call  (510) 
528-9867. 

FIDDLE!  Creative,  experienced,  fun  teacher,  great 
with  kids.  I come  to  your  house!  Classical  and  folk 
styles,  sliding  scale  fees.  Revi  Airborne.  (415)  563- 
4226. 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  OFFICE  AVAILABLE  for  sub- 
lease. 24th/Castro.  Carla,  255-6394 

WOMEN'S  WRITING  WORKSHOP  An  afternoon 
of  writing  in  a safe,  supportive  atmosphere.  Sunday. 
Oct.  1 5,  from  2 to  5 p.m.  All  levels  of  experience 
welcome,  from  none  to  some  to  plenty.  For  more 
information,  call  Linda  Elkin/Wriung  Circles  for 
Women,  (4 1 5)  337-7207 

RENTAL  SHORT-TERM:  Noe  Valley  view  location; 
private  entrance  garden  suite  with  bedroom,  living 
room,  bath,  kitchenette,  plus  full  kitchen  and  laun- 
dry. Weekly,  monthly  rates.  285-7189 

UNIQUE  BED  AND  BREAKFAST  Old  world  charm 
at  affordable  rates.  Guests  will  awaken  to  the  view 
of  a flower-filled  deck  outside  of  their  casement  win- 
dows and  the  fragrance  of  homebaked  delicacies 
and  fresh-ground  coffee  Call  Liz.  a gracious  and 
knowledgeable  hostess,  for  details,  at  648-25 1 5 

CHOOSE  A PSYCHOTHERAPIST  whose  broad 
experience,  directness,  warmth,  gentleness,  humor, 
and  responsiveness  to  your  particular  needs  can  fa- 
cilitate safe  and  powerful  work.  Sliding  fees  Carla 
Durkin.  M.F.C.C  255-6394 

TRAINED  BEAUTICIAN,  licensed  in  Paris.  France 
Housecalls.  pedicure/manicure,  waxing.  Attention 
to  every  detail.  Call  Sarnia,  647-6087 


ROSEN  METHOD 
BODYWORK 

Non-intrusive,  caring  touch 
for  deep  healing 

Teresa 
Imfeld 
285-7325 

Rosen  Intern 

Certified  Massage  Therapist 

Introductory  Special 
1 Low  fee  for  differently-abled  individuals 


HANDiMEN 

VICTORIANS  • FAST  & CHEAP  HOUSE- 
CALLS  • REPAIRS  • WALLS  • DOORS 
WINDOWS  • FLOORS  • PAINT  READY 
SHEETROCK  • PLASTER  . ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING  • TILING  ‘WINDOW  WASHING 

BY  OLIVIER  826-8766 


WOMEN'S  SUPPORT  GROUP  meets  weekly  in 
Noe  Valley.  Come  join  other  women  working  to  im- 
prove relationships  and  communication,  overcome 
self-defeating  patterns,  increase  self-esteem,  and 
achieve  goals.  Individual  sessions  also  available.  Maire 
Farrington.  M.F.C.C.  #24893  (4 1 5)  282-5695 

MOTHERHOOD  — IS  IT  FOR  ME'  Ambivalence 
can  be  immobilizing.  One-day  workshops  and  sup- 
port groups  for  women  exploring  the  many  feelings 
associated  with  this  choice.  Call  for  brochure. 
Denise  Carlim,  M.F.C.C.  Ann  Davidman.  M.F.C.C. 
registered  intern  #IMF20 1 1 0.  Supervisor:  K.  Glaser. 
M.F.C.C.  #18869  985-7464 

HAPPY  HOUSECLEANING.  We  ll  clean  your 
home,  apartment,  or  business  how  you  like  it!  $10 
per  hour.  Call  Pilar  and  Sara.  285-4067. 

FALL  TAHOE  GETAWAY!  Beautiful  Tahoe  home  in 
prestigious  Incline  Village.  Hiking,  golf,  tennis,  swim- 
ming. boating,  and  beaches.  20  minutes  to  South 
Shore  casinos  and  shows.  Large  kitchen,  three  bed- 
rooms, two  baths,  steam/sauna  room,  living  room 
with  fireplace,  two  decks,  garage,  all  appliances  and 
laundry.  Call  282-7955. 

OVERWHELMED  BY  CLUTTER'  Call  ShipShape 
for  successful  solutions  to  what  goes  where.Twelve 
years  of  experience  organizing  offices,  residences, 
businesses,  relocations,  parties,  closets,  garages,  and 
much  more.  Free  phone  consultation.  550-0658. 

GROUP  THERAPY  FOR  WOMEN  with  eating  dis- 
orders. Food  does  not  have  to  be  the  most  impor- 
tant thing  in  your  life.  Overeating,  throwing  up,  not 
eating  are  not  as  impossible  to  overcome  as  they 
may  seem.  We  now  have  openings  in  our  women's 
group.  You  may  find  it  helpful  to  relate  to  others 
who  are  working  to  gain  control  of  their  lives  and 
their  eating.  The  group  will  meet  Wednesdays  from 
3:30  to  5 p.m. The  fee  is  $25  per  week.  For  further 
information  call  Dr.  Pat  Sax.  661-7158. 

SLIPCOVERS  AND  WINDOW  TREATMENTS. 
High-quality  custom  sewing  services  since  1 980.  Pil- 
lows. table  skirts,  bed  dressings.  Also  unique  cloth- 
ing designs,  weddings,  tailored  garments,  copy  your 
favorite  item!  Frippery.  Designs  by  Wendy  L.  Miller 
648-8514. 

MOTHERING  COMPETENT  DAUGHTERS  sup- 
port group.  Uncertain  how  to  talk  about  topics  like 
body  image,  sexuality,  peer  pressure,  and  media 
overload  as  your  daughter  moves  toward  adoles- 
cence' Monthly  group  offers  information,  dialogue, 
and  a safe  place  for  exploration  with  other  mothers 
$30  per  session.  Six-session  commitment  Darla 
Romano.  M.F.C.C  752-6775. 

NATURAL/NON-TOXIC  HOUSECLEANING. 

Clean  and  Green  will  get  your  home  spotless! 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly,  and  special  occasions. 
Thorough,  dependable,  references  Janet.  28 1 -9622. 

FIGHT  BACK— DON'T  BE  AVICTIM.Your  lawyer 
fights  for  you  — accidents,  injuries,  evictions,  con- 
tracts. more  Herman  Kalfen.  Esq.  929-1999  (24 
hours). 

HOUSECLEANING  AVAILABLE  Good  references. 
Call  Margarida.  487-0394 

STOREROOM:  27TH  STREET  near  Church.  90 
square  feet.  First  floor.  Dry.  Electric  light  Secure. 
$50  824-9398 

WOMEN'S  WRITERS  GROUP  meets  monthly  in 
Noe  Valley  to  provide  support  for  challenges  of 
writing  and  the  creative  process,  including:  writer's 
block,  inner  critic,  self-disclosure. failure/success  is- 
sues, isolation.  Individual  consultation  also  available. 
Maire  Farrington. M.F.C.C. #24893  (4 1 5)  282-5965 

BED  & BREAKFAST,  "A  Victorian  Legacy”  design- 
er's beautiful  three-room  suite  with  private  en- 
trance. Excellent  Noe  Valley  location.  648-8879 

MASSAGE  THERAPY  FOR  WOMEN.  I focus  on  re- 
lieving neck  and  back  tension.  My  office  or  your 
home.  Janine.  647-2702. 

PIANO  LESSONS  for  children,  teens,  adults,  using 
traditonal  and  Suzuki  methods  and  a variety  of  mu- 
sical styles.  I have  an  education  degree  from  S.F.S.U. 
and  1 6 years  of  experience  in  San  Francisco.  Call 
Patricia  Avery.  550-8299 

CHARLIE  THE  PHONE  GUY:  Residence  and  busi- 
ness telephone  systems,  fax/modem  lines,  office-in- 
home. Dead  phone  jacks  brought  back  to  life.  Sep- 
arate jacks  for  roommates.  Free  estimates.  Noe 
Valley  resident.  Call  641-8654. 


+USF 
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Some  services  advertised 
in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may 
be  performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 
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COMPLETE  GARDENING  SERVICE  including  con- 
sultations, design,  and  renovations.  Expert  pruning, 
planting,  and  maintenance.  626- 1 258. 

SUNNY  MEXICO!  Five-star  beautiful  Terra  Sol 
Condos  Beach  Resort,  Cabo  San  Lucas.  Step  from 
deck  to  the  sand!  Two-bedroom,  two-bath,  kitchen, 
jacuzzi,  pools,  Lovers  Beach.great  fishing,  diving.  282- 
7955, 

FORMAL  STAIRS.  DOORS.WINDOWS.  kitch-ens. 
and  baths.  New  or  repair  work.  Experienced  car- 
penter with  local  references.  Call  John  at 
824-1278. 

EXPERT  HOUSECLEANER  with  local  references. 
Careful  and  thorough  work  done  to  your  specifi- 
cations. Garden  care  also.  Margaret,  824-0894 

LONG  WALKS  & SWEETTALKS.  Responsible,  lov- 
ing care  for  your  pets  and  house.  Established  1 982. 
Local  references.  Bonded  Call  Ronda. 
824-0188. 

WORD  PROCESSING,  tape  transcription,  editing, 
statistical  typing,  mailings,  repetitive  letters,  re- 
sumes, letter  composition,  and  screenplays.  Exper- 
tise: legal  word  processing  and  complaint  letters. 
Dena  Reiner,  82 1 -466 1 . 

PROOFREADING.  WORD  PROCESSING,  and 
editing.  Students,  writers,  job-seekers,  businesses, 
non-profits,  ESL  You're  too  busy  to  worry  about 
commas!  We’ll  polish  your  reports,  themes,  theses, 
manuscripts,  resumes,  flyers,  brochures,  newslet- 
ters, menus,  letters,  documents.  Fast,  accurate  ser- 
vice.Very  low  rates.  No  more  dull  details  for  you! 
Precisely  Proofreading  and  Editing.  285-7308. 

PET  CARE.  Does  Rover  need  a pet  sitter?  Exercise? 
Training?  A ride  to  the  vet?  Positively  Pets  can  help! 
Expert  care  for  all  pets. Ten  years'  experience.  We 
love  older  pets.  Bonded.  References.  Senior  dis- 
counts. 647-2463. 

MAUI  VACATION  HOUSE:  Beautiful  5-bedroom, 

2 '/2-bath  house  ($200)  or  one-bedroom  ($60).  Ful- 
ly equipped,  privacy,  nice  back  yard/lanai,  across 
street  from  beach,  Kihei.  House  sleeps  1 0;  washer/ 
dryer.  93 1 -7035. 

LYNDATHE  GARDENER. Complete  landscape  ser- 
vice. Experienced  and  skilled  professional  crafts- 
people. Redwood  fences,  decks,  and  arbors.  Brick, 
stone,  concrete:  walls,  walks,  and  patios.  Irrigation, 
lawns,  plantings,  expert  pruning  and  maintenance. 
Let  us  install  your  dream  garden.  Serving  Noe  Val- 
ley since  1986.  Free  estimate.  Referrals.  License 
#543983.  Lynda,  759-1335. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  VIEWS  "THE  VILLA."  Short- 
term rentals  guesthouse.  Fabulous  executive  suites 
and  rooms.  Pool,  decks,  and  views  in  the  best 
Castro  and  Noe  Valley  locations.  Rates  from  $80 
282-1367. 

PHIL'S  WINDOW  CLEANING  SERVICE.  Reli- 
able/courteous. Free  estimates  for  residential/com- 
mercial. 668-8310. 

COUNSELING/PATHWAYS  FOR  CHANGE  ! pro- 
vide a safe,  nurturing  environment  to  help  you  clar- 
ify times  of  transition,  heal  old  wounds,  release  hin- 
dering patterns,  and  create  positive  changes  in  your 
life.  Esther  Goldman,  M.A.  431-1 066. 

PIANO  LESSONS  with  credentialed,  experienced 
Noe  Valley  teacher.  Classical  approach  including  ear 
training  and  theory.AII  ages  welcome.  Barbara  Ban- 
nett,  648-1007 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST  Noe  Valley.  826- 1 158. 

PEACHES  PAINTING.  Add  color  to  your  life  (in- 
side/outside). Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair. 
Since  1980.  License  #618693;  25  percent  off  with 
ad.  64 1 -9434. 

PET  CARE  PLUS.  Loving  pet  care  in  your  home. 
Reasonable  rates,  excellent  references,  bonded. 
Alice  Mabry,  647-69 1 4. 

HOME  REPAIR. Carpentry, electric, plumbing, doors 
and  locks,  decks.  Attention  to  detail,  quality  work, 
reasonable  rates.  Please  call  Robert,  641-51 27. 

CARPENTERS/HANDYMEN.  Remodeling  and  re- 
pair. Decks,  doors,  drywall.  Windows,  woodwork, 
whatever.  Reasonable  rates.  References.  For  free  es- 
timate call  Dan  at  333- 1 857,  or  Mike  at  242-1994 

MASSAGE  THAT  HEALS  and  relieves  stress.  Outcall 
service  or  easy  parking  on  Potrero  Hill.  $55/two- 
hour,$35/one-hour.  Duncan  Reid.C.M.T.821-3969. 


ORTHOPEDIC  MASSAGE 

JACK  EIMAN,  cmt 
695-7808 

NOE  VALLEY  LOCATION 

& * • Highly  effective  for 

4b-  b.  stiff  neck  and  shoul_ 

■ ders,  back  pain,  sport- 
ing injuries,  computer  stress,  etc. 

Please  call  for  detailed  info. 


I Haul  Cheap! 

LARGE 
& small  jobs 

($25  Minimum) 

• Cleaning  and  hauling 

• Direct  to  the  dump 

• Yard  and  Basement  Cleanup 

Free  Estimates  — 991-3890 
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BED  AND  BREAKFAST,  quaint  garden  suite,  spa- 
cious.front  room.full  kitchen.big  bedroom  and  ofice 
area,  laundry  room,  modem  bathroom,  ornamental 
gas  Fireplace,  arched  window  view  of  garden  with 
flowers,  ground  level,  parking,  separate  entrance, 
quiet,  near  26th  and  Sanchez,  close  to  shopping  and 
transportation,  privacy.  Additional  rooms  available. 
Call  206-1999. 

JUST  PLAIN  GOOD  THERAPY.  Brief  counseling, 
crisis  help,  or  in-depth  work  offered  to  individuals 
and  couples  of“all  sexual  persuasions"  by  well-aged, 
intuitive,  perceptive,  and  highly  skilled  counselor 
who  has  seen,  heard, and  experienced  a broad  range 
of  life's  challenges.  Upper  Glen  Park,  easy  parking. 
Jeanne  Adleman.  M.A.  585-0666. 

HEAVENLY  MAIDS. Janitorial.  239-0561 . 

HANDYMAN:  Repairs,  building  shelves,  decks, 
fences.  References,  reasonable  rates.  Harry  Irving, 
986-2654. 

TELEPHONE  wiring  and  jacks  for  your  home  or 
apartment;  3 I years  of  experience.  Call  Gene. 
826-8419 

GOURMET  VEGETARIAN  CUISINE  delivered  to 
your  doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift 
certificates  available.  For  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2133. 

SAFE  RELAXING  MASSAGE  FOR  WOMEN. 
Swedish  and  shiatsu  massage  available  in  my  home 
between  the  Castro  and  Noe  Valley.  Perfect  for 
pregnant  and  postpartum  women,  too.  Sliding  scale. 
First  session  discount.  Gift  certificte  available  Mem- 
ber A.M.T.A.  Cat  Lambert,  64 1 -4463. 

I AM  AN  EXPERIENCED  HOUSECLEANER.  You 
are  a busy  person.  Don't  be  ashamed  of  your  dirt. 

I will  take  care  of  it  Guilt-free  cleaning,  864-3842, 
Kieran. 

RELATIONSHIP  PROBLEMS?  Improve  communi- 
cation, intimacy,  and  reduce  conflicts  with  relation- 
ship counseling.  Couples,  individuals,  and  families. 
Dennis  Thatcher,  M.F.C.C.  995-29 1 6. 

CAT  & PLANT  CARE  continues  to  provide TLC  to 
cats  and  homes  in  Noe  Valley  and  environs.  Mature 
woman  makes  daily  visits  on  a set  schedule.  Excel- 
lent local  references.  Call  for  a cat  chat  and  ad- 
ditional information.  Anna-Kajs  (A-K),  648-81 32. 

LEARN  ITALIAN!  Small  group  or  individual  classes 
for  all  levels.  Taught  by  experienced  instructor  in 
Noe  Valley.  Phone  Catherine  at  285-7872 

JAMIKF  (JAMMA-KEE!)  JANITORIAL  SERVICE 
Carpets,  floors,  windows,  walls,  common  areas. 
Bonded  and  insured.  Free  estimates!  334-7400 

GAIN  INSIGHT,  tools  for  positive  growth  and  self- 
empowerment through  astrology  and  tarot.  Joyce 
Van  Horn  skillfully  interprets  these  ancient  symbols 
to  facilitate  understanding  of  important  timing 
mechanisms  and  hidden  themes  in  the  charat  and 
psyche.  Key  issues  such  as  relationships  and  career 
development  may  be  examined  in  depth.  Since  1 983. 
441-4776. 

YOEL'S  HAULING.  Yard  and  garage  cleanup.  Dis- 
posal of  debris.  Responsible  service,  reasonable 
prices.  Call  Yoel,  282-2023. 

ESTATE  LIQUIDATIONS:  Full  in-house  sales  or 
complete  buyouts  of  whole  or  partial  estates.  One 
item  or  house-full.  Call  for  our  brochure  and  free 
estimate.  One-Eyed  Jacks,  62 1 -4390. 

HAPPY  CAT!  PET  CARE.  In-home  pet  care  for  cats. 
Over  25  years  of  experience  raising  and  caring  for 
cats.  Practical  cat  health  knowledge.  References. 
From  $ 1 0 per  visit  Call  Tish,  647-5236. 

PORTRAITS:  Warm,  deep,  and  life-like.  Charcoal, 
pastel  or  oil;  from  life  or  photos,  animals  too.  Satis- 
faction unconditionally  guaranteed.  Larnie  Fox, 
M.F.A.:  285-6003.larnie@kumr.lns.com.  $50  and  up. 

TAX  PREPARATION. accounting  services.  CPA  spe- 
cializing in  small  businesses  and  individuals.  Rea- 
sonable rates.  Half-hour  free  consultation. Ten  per- 
cent discount  mention  this  ad.  826-2958.  Jack. 

ARCHITECT.  Michael  Mullin.626-1 190. 


CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERY  and  furniture  refinishing. 
Excellent  work  quickly  done.  Free  estimate,  pickup 
and  delivery.  One-Eyed  Jacks,  1645  Market  St  Visit 
or  call  621-4390. 

TENDER  LOVING  CARE  FOR  KITTIES  and  plants. 
Impeccable  references.  647-6833. 

MOTHERING  COMPETENT  DAUGHTERS:  Girl- 
hood Into  Adolescence.  Concerned  your  daughter 
will  lose  her  self-confidence  as  she  enters  adoles- 
cence? Workshop  for  mothers  who  have  daughters 
ages  9 to  14.  Learn  how  to  help  your  daughters  re- 
sist burying  their  vitality,  courage,  and  authentic  ex- 
pression. Friday,  Oct  20  (evenings),  and  Saturday, 
Oct.  21.  $120.  Darla  Romano.  M.F.C.C.  752-6775 

SUPERLATIVEWORD  PROCESSING.  Experienced 
professional.  B.A.  English.  M.A.  social  work.  Under- 
standable advice.  Business,  academic,  legal,  resumes, 
manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

SAXOPHONES WANTED.Top  cash  paid.  64 1 -888 1 . 

TRANSFORM  YOUR  JUNGLE  into  a paradise. 
Pruning,  cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  mainte- 
nance. Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates. 
Remember,  it's  pruning  time. 

LICENSED  PAINTING.  Small  and  large  jobs.  Interi- 
or and  exterior.  Free  consultation  and  estimate. 
Also  expert  plaster  and  drywall  repairs.  Cracks  and 
water  damage  fixed.  License  #497-2 1 4.  References. 
Please  call  Ed  at  995-4666. 

NEW  IMPROVED  NOE'S  NEST  bed  and  breakfast. 
Unit  A:  private  entrance,  private  bath,  kitchenette, 
queen  bed.  Cute  and  cozy.  Unit  B:  view,  private  bath, 
deck,  fireplace,  hot  tub.  queen  bed.  Unit  C:  ultra- 
view, private  bath,  steam  room,  parlor,  king  bed, fire- 
place, and  deck.  All  with  cable  and  VCR.  Masseuse 
and  day  care  available.  Contact  Sheila,  82 1 -075 1 . 

HAULING.  SCHLEPPER  BROTHERS  (Food  Not 
Bombs  Activists).  Careful/lucky.  reliable. Yogic  num- 
ero  uno.  824-4214 

HEALING  THE  BODY  OF  STRESS.  Yoga  postures 
and  relaxation  techniques  can  reduce  or  counter 
physical  tension.  By  becoming  more  aware  of  and 
in  tune  with  our  own  bodies,  stress  has  less  op- 
portunity to  inhibit  our  natural  flow  of  light  and  en- 
ergy. Tuesday,  Oct.  1 7, 7 to  9 p.m.  $ 1 2.  Integral  Yoga 
Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  S.F.  (4 1 5)  82 1 - 1 1 1 7. 

BEAUTIFUL  HANDMADE  Santa  Fe- style  coffee- 
tables  and  end  tables.  $70  and  up.  Coyote  Design. 
648-8033. 

ASSEMBLERS:  Excellent  income  to  assemble  prod- 
ucts at  home.  Information:  1-504-646-1700,  Dept 
CA-5139. 

KIRTAN.  Responsive  chanting  and  ecumenical 
prayer  lead  to  a joyful  and  meditative  experience 
Bring  your  instruments.  Friday,  Oct  1 3. 7:45  to  9:30 
p.m..  by  donation.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Do- 
lores St,  S.F.  (4 1 5)  821-1 1 17. 

HOUSECLEANING  MAGIC  PERFORMED  on  your 
home!  Reliable,  thorough  graduate  student  with  five 
years  of  cleaning  experience.  Paula.  647-2 1 39.  Ref- 
erences provided. 

PART-TIME  ASSISTANCE:  Professional  seeking  to 
help  you  in  business/personal.  Computer  literate 
826-6004. 

TYPING  & TRANSCRIPTION  SERVICE:  All  size 
cassettes.  Letters,  resumes,  reports,  flyers,  etc.  Fax 
available.  Nancy,  82 1 -2293. 

MEDITATION  WORKSHOP.  This  is  a practical 
workshop  that  will  enable  students  to  begin  earnest 
meditation  on  their  own.  A clear  understanding  of 
what  meditation  is,  how  it  works,  and  how  to  make 
it  an  enjoyable  daily  experience  will  be  presented. 
Tuesday.  Oct  24, 7:30  to  9 p.m.  $6.  Integral  Yoga  In- 
stitute, 770  Dolores  St.  S.F.  (4 1 5)  82 1 - 1 I 1 7. 

BOOKS  BOUGHT  I can  come  to  you.  Call  L.J.,469- 
9338  (45-year  San  Francisco  resident). 

PARKING  SPOT  NEEDED  near  26th/Church  ASAP 
Call  Marc.  648-2850. 


How  to  Use 
Voice  Class  Ads 

The  rate  for  classified  advertising  in 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  25tf  a word.  Just 
type  or  print  your  copy,  multiply  the 
number  of  words  by  25tf  (we  trust  you), 
enclose  a check  or  money  order  for  the 
full  amount,  and  mail  it  to  us  by  the  1 5th 
of  the  month  preceding  the  month  in 
which  you'd  like  the  ad  to  appear.  Please 
let  us  know  whether  your  ad  is  a renew- 
al from  the  preceding  issue.  (But  be  sure 
to  give  us  the  full  ad  copy,  in  any  case.) 

Reward  for  Loyalty: The  Voice  prints 
a news  edition  1 0 months  a year.  (We 
publish  a special  literary  issue  in  August, 
and  January  is  our  vacation  month.)  If 
you  decide  to  place  the  same  class  ad  in 
1 0 issues  (a  year's  worth),  you  are  enti- 
tled to  a 10  percent  discount. When  fig- 
uring your  cost,  deduct  1 0 percent  from 
the  total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  Next  Voice  will  be  the  Novem- 
ber 1995  issue,  and  will  hit  the  streets 
Wednesday,  Nov.  I. To  place  a class  ad, 
mail  your  ad  copy  and  a check  made 
payable  to  The  Noe  Valley  Voice,  so  that 
we  receive  it  by  Oct.  1 5. The  address  is 
Noe  Valley  Voice  Class  Ads.  1 02 1 Sanchez 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Sorry,  but 
we  are  unable  to  accept  phone  orders. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will  be 
highlighted  in  all  caps. Also,  receipts  and 
tear  sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your 
order  is  accompanied  by  a self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. Thank  you.  □ 


CEF  CONTRACTORS.  Exterior  painting  and  weath- 
erproofingAttention  to  potential  water  leak  details. 
Structural  repairs,  local  projects,  excellent  refer- 
ences. License  #706 1 09.  Curt,  (5 1 0)  654-4963. 

HEALING  BODYWORK.  Experienced  masseur  of- 
fers deep  Swedish,  shiatsu.  and  nurturing  energy- 
work,  tailored  to  your  needs.  Gentle  to  deep.  23rd 
Street  location.  $35/50.  Ed.  647-4388. 

THE  FLOOR  GUY  does  sheet  vinyl,  linoleum,  and 
flat-tile  installations.  Call  Per,  563-9039 

THE  POWER  OF  THOUGHT  SEMINAR:  Held 
three  evenings  each  month.  Spiritual  information, 
insightfully  presented.  Free.  B.K.  Medication  Center 
563-4459 

WORD  PROCESSING:  Manuscripts,  reports,  pa- 
pers, resumes.  Editing,  proofreading,  tape  transcrip- 
tion. Laser  printing.  Joanne.  43 1 -0603. 

GUITARS  WANTED.  Martin,  Fender,  Gibson,  mis- 
cellaneous. Top  cash  paid.  64 1 -888 1 . 

CLEANINGHOUSE.  Home,  office,  apartment  and 
apartment  building  maintenance  cleaning.  Regular, 
one-time.  Moving  in,  moving  out?  Spring  cleaning! 
Roger  Miller,  664-05 1 3 

RECOVER  LOST  FORTUNES.  Manual  shows  you 
how.  $20  billion  in  lost  fortunes  goes  unclaimed! 
Free  information  from  local  author.  Maze!  Publish- 
ing, PO.  Box  460040, San  Francisco, C A 94 1 46-0040. 

VACATION  RETREAT  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calisto- 
ga/St.  Helena  area;  three  bedrooms,  two  baths, 
sleeps  six  (maximum.);  large  decks  with  views  of 
stream/forest;  fireplace  with  wood  supplied;  30 
acres,  trails,  all-year  stream,  koi  pond;  $250/cwo- 
night  weekend;  $275/three-mght  weekend;  $75/ 
night  mid-week,  two-night  minimum;  $500/week: 

$ 1 ,500/monch;  10  percent  discount  to  all  repeat 
guests.  647-3052. 

NON-TOXIC  HOUSECLEANER.  It’s  healthy. effec-  ’ 
tive  and  affordable.  I’m  thorough,  reliable,  honest. 
Local  references.  Chris,  64 1 -4902. 


Bodywork 


Swedish 

massage 

shiatsu 


Silvie  Sareil,  C MT/C  ST 


41 5.647  7003 


Mister  K's 

Window  Decorating  Service 

Draperies  • Sheers  • Mini-blinds, 
Vertical  Blinds  • Shades  • Shutters 
Valances  • Duettes  • Pleated  Shades 
Repair  or  Replace 
Serving  San  Francisco  since  1989 

Ken  Arakawa 
282-5273 


0BC  CONSTRUCTION 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 


FOUNDATION  WORK:  Serving  SF 

RETAINING  WALLS  Since  1975 

DRYR0T 

TERMITE  REPAIRS 
CONCRETE  FOOTINGS  AND  PIERS 

EARTHQUAKE  PROOFING 

FOUNDATION  BOLTS 
SHEAR  WALLS 
POST/BEAM  HARDWARE 
AND  OTHER  SEISMIC  WORK 


Relerences 

Available 

| 826-6918  | 

Free 

I Estimates 

CALIF 

LICENSE 

FS25753 


XTC  Deck 


Cleaning  & Refinisliinq 


FREE  Estimate 


Call  Michael 


415  XTC  DECK 
982-3325 


Bookkeeping 

Weekly  • Monthly  • Quarterly 

For  Small  Businesses 
and  Individuals 


KATHLEEN  GREER 
661-9478 
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Fiction 

^ 

Ricky  Breaks  the  Laws 

Jacqueline  A.  Tasch 


f ) \ / 1#  lice  remembered  smil- 

'' ing  as  she  watched 

Ricky  swagger  down  the  stairs  to  the  side- 
walk, tail  high,  off  to  his  nighttime  rounds. 
She  remembered  wondering  if  sheer  per- 
sonality created  that  macho  strut,  or  mere- 
ly the  altered  male  parts  between  his  legs. 
She  remembered  closing  the  door  after 
him,  leaning  against  it  so  the  lock  would 
catch  in  the  100-year-old  frame.  She  re- 
membered throwing  the  bolt. 

So  what  was  this  meowing — soft  but 
unmistakable  — tugging  her  up  from  the 
night’s  first  doze?  What  was  this  cat  doing 
at  the  foot  of  her  bed?  How  had  this  cat 
gotten  into  her  house? 

Alice  fumbled  for  the  switch  of  her 
bedside  reading  lamp,  but  before  the  light 
was  on,  the  cat  had  leaped  into  her  lap, 
rubbing  against  her  shoulder  and  purring 
like  a motorboat.  She  examined  this  crea- 
ture who  was  both  Rjcky  and  not  Ricky — 
who  looked  exactly  like  him,  but  couldn’t 
be.  She  was  sure  Ricky  was  out  for  the  night. 

She  recognized  the  tawny  fur,  short 
but  dense;  the  neon  green  eyes;  even  the 
long  fangs  that  pressed  into  his  lower  lip, 
so  long  she  called  him  Cat  Dracula.  The 
only  difference  was  a new  black  smudge  al- 
most the  length  of  his  tail. 

There  was  no  question  this  was  Ricky. 
He  was  settling  now  into  his  usual  place, 
where  her  knees  would  create  a cozy  corner 
for  him  to  sleep,  waiting  for  her  to  stretch 
out  and  turn  off  the  light.  Alice  rubbed  her 
neck  with  one  hand,  smoothing  down  the 
hairs  that  stood  on  end  there. 

She  supposed  she  should  get  up  to 
check  the  doors  and  windows,  but  she  knew 
they  were  all  shut  and  locked.  Somehow 
the  idea  of  leaving  her  bed  just  now  was 
even  more  frightening  than  the  presence  of 
a cat  who  was  supposed  to  be  outdoors. 

Alice  turned  out  the  light  and  tried  to 
sleep.  As  she  lay  there,  she  wondered  if  she 
was  suffering  from  some  uncatalogued  form 
of  menopausal  dementia.  Or  belatedly  in- 
toxicated by  two  dinnertime  martinis.  Or 
maybe  there  was  some  genetic  fate  that 
beset  all  Alices,  and  she  had  finally  stepped 
through  the  looking  glass  or  slid  down  the 
rabbit  hole.  She  smiled,  and  finally  she  slept. 

RICKY  LIKED  to  sleep  the  days  away, 
dozing  through  the  hours  when  the 
streets  were  too  full  of  people  and  their  ma- 
chines to  be  a proper  place  for  wild  things. 
So  when  he  slipped  out  the  door  the  next 
morning,  he  knew  she  would  think  his  dis- 
appearance was  only  a toilet  trip  and  not  a 
full-scale  expedition.  She  would  worry  when 
he  didn’t  come  back  for  hours  — maybe 
didn’t  come  back  at  all. 

But  there  was  no  other  choice.  Cats, 
after  all,  had  responsibilities,  not  just  to  the 
companions  who  fed  them,  but  to  their 
own  kind.  Ricky  had  shattered  one  of  the 


Last  But  Not  Least:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice 
invites  readers  to  submit  fiction  or  first-person 
essays  for  possible  publication  on  our  last  page. 
Please  mail  your  manuscript,  which  should  be 
typed,  double-spaced,  and  no  more  than  1,500 
words,  to  The  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Don't  forget  to 
send  a phone  number.  Thanks.  — Ed. 


oldest  and  strictest  of  the  Laws  that  gov- 
erned Catdom,  and  now  he  would  have  to 
accept  the  consequences. 

Ricky  stopped  at  the  sidewalk  and 
looked  up  and  down  Diamond  Street.  He 
had  never  been  out  of  Noe  Valley.  Few  cats 
had  actually  visited  the  Great  One,  but 
they  all  knew  how  to  find  her.  You  just  set 
out  looking  for  forgiveness,  and  no  matter 
which  way  you  walked,  that’s  where  you 
ended  up. 

And  that’s  how  Ricky  came,  at  the 
end  of  a long  day,  to  the  rim  of  a deep  cleft 
in  the  hills  beside  the  sea.  The  sun  set  well 
into  the  evening  these  days,  but  for  Ricky 
it  would  set  early,  with  every  step  he  took 
down  into  the  narrow  green  valley. 

He  put  his  head  up  and  let  the  warm 
rays  bless  his  face  one  last  time.  Closing  his 
eyes,  he  wondered  for  a moment  if  anyone 
had  noticed  his  sin,  if  maybe  he  could  just 
leave,  get  back  to  the  house  on  Diamond 
Street  in  time  to  catch  the  afternoon  sun  by 
the  bay  window. 

But  in  the  end,  it  didn’t  really  matter 
who  had  seen.  What  mattered  was  that  the 
Laws  were  good,  and  he  had  broken  the 
biggest  one.  Before  he  could  change  his 
mind,  Ricky  began  to  run,  running  down 
the  hillside,  running  along  the  creek 
swelled  by  winter  rains,  running  into  the 
trees,  into  their  shadows,  into  the  dark. 

When  he  stopped,  he  was  on  cool, 
damp  ground,  surrounded  by  gigantic  trees, 
the  space  between  them  filled  with  the 


freshest,  sweetest  air  Ricky  had  ever  smelled. 
Although  his  heart  continued  to  pound  for 
a few  minutes,  he  felt  himself  grow  calm  in 
their  presence,  and  he  methodically  set 
about  making  himself  presentable.  This  was 
the  place.  This  was  the  Great  One’s  home. 

"Well,  now,  I think  that’s  enough 
grooming,  Mister,’’  a raspy  voice  said.  “Let’s 
get  down  to  the  business  that  brings  you.’’ 

There,  on  a large  rock  under  the  giant 
trees,  Ricky  saw  a gray  cat,  a gray  so  dark  it 
blended  into  the  gathering  gloom  and  he 
couldn’t  tell  where  the  cat  stopped  and  the 
gloom  began.  All  he  could  see  clearly  was 
her  white  face,  and  the  piercing  blue  eyes 
that  stared  out  of  it. 

Ricky  approached  a few  feet  and  sat 
formally,  his  tail  curled  around  his  front 
paws.  "I  have  broken  the  First  Law,  Great 
One.”  He  took  a deep  breath. 


“I  have  revealed  the  Powers." 

"You?”  The  Great  One  seemed  to 
choke.  “You  revealed  the  Powers?" 

“Well,  I suppose  so.” 

“Suppose?" 

“Well,  1 certainly  used  the  Powers, 
but  I’m  not  sure  if  I revealed  them,  if  you 
see  what  I mean." 

“Perhaps  you  should  tell  me,"  the 
Great  One  said,  with  great  patience. 

“Well,  last  night  I was  sitting  in  this 
tree  on  Diamond  Street,  keeping  an  eye  on 
the  neighborhood,  when  I saw  something 
in  the  shadows  of  a car  across  the  street.  I 
was  concentrating,  like  a hunter  should, 
you  know — ” 

The  great  white  face  nodded. 

" — but  I was  concentrating  so  hard  I 
wasn’t  thinking  that  it  was  pretty  early  and 
the  No.  35  bus  was  still  running,  and  when 
I made  my  dash  across  the  street  after  the 
mouse  or  bird  or  whatever  it  was  in  the 
shadows,  this  bus  came  roaring  around  the 
corner  and  I don’t  blame  the  driver,  he 
probably  never  saw  me,  he  certainly  didn't 
try  to  stop,  and  I was  just  lucky,  I guess,  or 
smart,  but  I managed  to  dodge  under  all 
four  of  its  legs  and  I got  some  smelly  black 
stuff  that  tasted  bad  on  my  tail,  that’s  all." 

“You  had  a close  brush  with  death.” 

It  took  Ricky’s  breath  away,  how  the 
Great  One  could  say  it  all,  say  more  than 
Ricky  himself  had  understood,  and  in  so 
few  words. 

“But  nowhere  in  your  tale  did  I hear 
how  you  revealed  the  Powers  — or  used 
them,  if  you  prefer.” 

Ricky  sighed.  “Well,  I forgot  all  about 
the  hunt,  and  before  I even  caught  my 
breath  I was  back  across  the  street  and  up 
the  stairs  to  this  railing  in  front  of  my  door. 
I thought  I might  spend  the  night  inside 
after  all,  but  the  lights  were  out,  and  I knew 
she’d  gone  to  bed,  my  prime  companion.  It 
might  be  hours  before  she  got  up,  it  might 
be  morning." 

He  remembered  the  chill  wind  on  his 
back,  but  more  than  that  he  remembered 
the  longing  in  his  heart,  the  need  to  feel  a 
warm  hand  against  his  fur,  to  nestle  against 
her  in  the  darkness. 


“I  jumped  down  off  the  railing,  and  I 
put  my  paw  through  the  mailbox  slot  and 
called  to  her  — sometimes  that  wakes  her 
up — but  last  night  it  didn’t  and . . . you  may 
not  believe  this,  but  all  of  a sudden  I was 
just  inside,  you  know,  I was  just  inside." 

Ricky  still  wasn’t  sure  he  believed  it 
himself.  One  minute  the  cold  solid  wood 
was  in  front  of  him,  and  the  next  it  was  be- 
hind his  back. 

“Yes,  I know,”  the  Great  One  said, 
sounding  almost  kindly.  “But  not  intend- 
ing to  use  the  Powers  is  no  excuse  for  re- 
vealing them.  It’s  a high  price,  forfeiting 
your  nine  lives,  but  you  understand  why  we 
have  the  Laws,  Ricky.”  As  she  continued, 
her  voice  grew  so  chill  it  made  Ricky  shiver. 

“The  last  time  cats  revealed  the  Pow- 
ers, we  were  treated  very  badly.  Cats  were 
hunted  down,  burned  at  the  stake  with 


witches.  Even  after  the  killing  stopped, 
they  wouldn’t  let  us  near  children  for  years. 
They  said  we’d  suck  the  breath  out  of  them, 
imagine  that.  Companions  can  be  quite  ir- 
rationally bigoted,  and  they’re  dangerous  in 
that  mood." 

Ricky  bowed  his  head.  There  was  no 
hope  of  a reprieve. 

“Maybe  I could  have  a day  or  two,” 
Ricky  said,  suddenly  inspired.  “That  should 
give  me  enough  time  to  find  other  cats  for 
all  my  companions." 

“All  of  them?” 

Ricky  was  too  concerned  with  his  task 
to  notice  the  laugh  in  the  Great  One’s 
voice.  “There’s  a little  boy  two  doors  down 
whom  I usually  drop  in  on  in  the  morning, 
and  then  there’s  an  old  couple  around  the 
corner  who  always  save  me  something 
from  their  dinner.  I try  to  get  by  the  coffee 
shop  at  least  once  a week  to  look  in  on  the 
companions  there — oh,  I suppose  there  are 
a couple  dozen  I keep  an  eye  on. 


$ 

Ricky  approached  a few 
feet  and  sat  formally,  his 
tail  curled  around  his  front 
paws.  “I  have  broken  the 
First  Law,  Great  One.  ” He 
took  a deep  breath.  “I  have 
revealed  the  Powers.  ” 


“But  it’s  my  prime  companion  I’m 
most  worried  about.  She's  all  by  herself 
right  now,  and  I try  to  be  around  when 
she’s  not  sleeping  or  working,  you  know,  so 
she  won’t  feel  lonesome.” 

“You’re  worried  about  her." 

Ricky  nodded.  “Always  Care  for  the 
Companion.  It’s  another  of  the  Laws,  isn’t 
it,  like  Never  Reveal  the  Powers ?” 

Ricky  waited,  but  the  Great  One  had 
fallen  into  a great  silence,  her  eyes  two 
small  slits  showing  that  she  wasn’t  asleep 
but  merely  in  deep  thought.  By  the  time 
the  Great  One  spoke,  the  woods  had  fallen 
into  darkness,  only  starlight  revealing  her 
presence. 

“The  Great  One  Before  Me  had  a say- 
ing 1 never  understood  before,”  she  began. 
“The  Do’s  Are  Always  More  Important 
Than  the  Don’ts."  The  Great  One  seemed 
to  smile.  “Be  careful  in  the  future,  Ricky. 
But  be  home." 

LICE  HAD  PROMISED  herself  this 
was  absolutely  the  final  time  she’d 
look  for  Ricky,  when  there  he  was.  spot- 
lighted in  the  doorway  by  the  porch  lamp, 
looking  eagerly  inside.  She  let  him  in  and 
followed  him  back  to  the  kitchen  to  fix  his 
supper,  settling  herself  cross-legged  on  the 
floor  nearby  while  he  ate. 

“You  know,”  she  said,  when  he’d  fin- 
ished half  the  dish.  "I  spent  a good  part  of 
the  day  wondering  how  you  got  inside  last 
night,  and  I spent  the  rest  of  it  worrying 
about  where  you  disappeared  this  morning." 

Ricky  stopped  eating. 

“I  don’t  suppose  you’re  going  to  ex- 
plain it.” 

Ricky’s  green  eyes,  usually  bright, 
were  very  dark  as  they  met  hers. 

“All  right,"  she  said,  lifting  him  into 
her  lap.  “I  suppose  a cat  has  to  have  his  se- 
crets.” 

Ricky  smiled  as  he  snuggled  up.  Al- 
ways Keep  the  Companions  Guessing,  that 
was  the  Fourth  Law,  one  he  would  never 
break.  ^ 

Jacqueline  A.  Tasch  is  a freelance  writer  and 
editor  living  in  San  Francisco.  Ricky  lives  on 
Diamond  Street  in  Noe  Valley  and,  as  far  as 
Tasch  knows,  has  been  a law-abiding  cat 
since  his  one  misstep. 


